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Shaare Ezra is a one of

a kind, multi-faceted

organization that’s there

for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“wbw. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,

WhatsApp, or e-mail any

halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:
www.askhalacha.com

Rabbishaytahan.com

N

Bet Horaah

NN NI

ORE4Y Ozra

Yom Kippur \
Zmanim for New York:

Candle Lighting: 6:14pm

Holiday Ends:

R’ T 7:44pm

We would like to show our deepest a1vn n1an to our generous donor who made it available for us to
continue printing the newsletter. May Hashem grant him with a good, happy, healthy and successful new
year. May Hashem help that his children will grow to be big Talmidei Chachamim.

Thank you.

RETURNING STOLEN ITEMS

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEW EMAIL NOW?* PARASHADELIGHT@SHIURENJOYMENT.COM
SUBJECT RABBISHAYTAHAN

Why now?

Before the high day of Yom Kippur approaches,
we have an obligation to correct all our wrong
doings. Amongst the many things we must work
to correct, the one that stands out the most is
our monetary dealings. The Mishna Berura (nn’o
x”po) explains the following:
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Meaning, although even throughout the year
one must generally try to reach out to those to
whom we have sinned, since the deadline is on
the day of Yom Kippur, therefore we must cor-
rect them all by then. We must be especially
careful to return any money that doesn’t belong
to us, because that is primarily what we are
prosecuted for.

Therefore, if one feels that he may owe his
friend some money, he must reach out to his
friend and settle things. In the event one isn’t
sure whether he owes his friend or not, he
should discuss things with his Rabbi in a very
honest and open way to make sure it's correct-

ed. One shouldn’t rely on his own judgment
when dealing with his monetary obligations be-
cause the Yetser Hara tries to deceive him into
seeing things more in his favor.

Can the Rabbi listen to one party with-
out the other?

One may ask the obvious question though, how
it is permissible to stand before a Rab-
bi without the other party? It's says in
the Pasuk:(To,X D'QT) D2'INN |2 VINW
PN  Dnoawl, meaning that the Dayan
must listen to both parties before mak-
ing a decision.
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Rav Nissim Karelits (ap Tinv 11912 oIt ‘20 1w vin)
answers that the Rabbi listening to the person
who came in front of him can advise him on
what to do, but it is not considered a Psak or
Din; meaning the other side isn’t bound to what
the Rabbi said.

From here we learn that giving advice with the
purpose of the person asking being cleansed
from sin is allowed, but it's not a complete fix;
for it's possible that if the Rabbi were to hear
the other side of the story, he could come to a
different conclusion.

The reason the Rabbi is allowed to listen to /
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one party without the other is because he isn’t judging be-
tween them, but only advising the person who came in front
of him how to deal with this, to be clean from the sin of
stealing.

This is in line with the ruling of the Rema stating (n”o  "'o n”in)
that a rabbi may listen to one party as long that he isn't a
Dayan on this matter.

The Maharil (xpo v”noa xam) explains that it's permitted for
the Rabbi to listen because of the reason mentioned above
and because his words are considered nothing more than
advice to the party standing before him. Moreover, the other
party isn’t bound to his Psak.

This same idea is also brought in other Poskim ( ,a "0 xa 1
™ 0 2”0 1% | nawn) who not only permitted listening to one
party, but also allowed those Rabbis to afterwards become
part of a Bet Din on this very matter as long as they didn’t
know that they will be asked to do so when the matter came
in front of them to begin with.

The severity of stealing

Let us first explain the severity of stealing. The Gemara ( p"a
N,DI) Says: 1NN INNWI Y011 1R NV MY 1PaN DR Ytan Y
to teach us that whenever one steals even a very small
amount from his friend, it is like he took his soul with it. The
Mefarshim explain that the reason for that is the fact that
one puts his soul in that money by investing time and energy
to earn a living. Life is defined as time, because one lives a
certain amount of time and when one takes his earnings, he
actually took from him the days (or weeks) which it took for
him to earn that money.

But the Gemara also explains that the person who steals
doesn’t really gain anything with that money; he actually
loses more! After concluding that one who steals an item,
also steals part of the person’s soul, the Gemara says that
Hashem asks him to return the soul of his friend. According
to another opinion, Hashem actually takes away the soul of
the thief, which shows the harsh punishment of the thief,
who actually pays with his life.

In Parashat Noach, Rashi teaches that although the people
of that generation were sinning in many severe sins, the
flood only came after they started to steal one from another.

Returning what was stolen

Although the Torah commands the thief to return the stolen
item: (22, NP1 70 WK N7TN NN 2wl sometimes doing so
isn’t easy for various reasons. Here we will try to set forth a
few different cases where this Mitzvah isn’t done smoothly.
It's important to note that if the stolen item is still available,
one must return the actual item and not just its monetary
worth.

If the item got lost, stolen, broken, or consumed, the thief

N

must pay the full valued price.
If the owner died

If the thief can’t return to the owner because the owner
died, he still must return the item to his heirs (a7 70 10 v'w
n”o).

But it's not as easy as it sounds. In the scenario where there
are numerous heirs, it doesn’t suffice to merely return the
item to one of them, rather he should make sure they all get
their correct share.

The Radbaz (nn no a”n) explains why returning to only one
of the heirs doesn’t exempt him from his obligation quite
simply, since the other heirs each have a part in it as well
and they didn’t receive their share. For example, if one
steals $500, and the owner dies leaving behind five chil-
dren, each child rightfully owns $100. Hence, giving one
person the entire amount, doesn’t exempt the thief because
the other children didn’t receive their share.

The easy way to take care of this is to give the money to a
third party (their Rabbi) to split it between them correctly.

How to return if one is embarrassed?

Lechatchila, the thief should approach the owner and return
the item to him directly, since then the owner would know he
has it and watch it. But if the thief is much too embarrassed
to approach the owner, he may give him the money in a way
that the owner wouldn’t realize he received it. For example,
if he has business deals with him, he should put the extra
bills within the money he has to pay him in a way that the
owner wouldn’t realize or give the money to another person
who deals with him in order to give it to the owner in such a
way. He can also put it in the owner’s possessions in a way/
place which he knows the owner will see and find (170 v’w
n”o N1 ’7n).

The thief doesn’t know who he stole from

When the thief doesn’t
know (or doesn’t re-
member) who the item
was stolen from, he
may do with it services
for the public na1 0y,
with the hope that Ha-
shem would turn things
around in a way that
the owner will some-
how benefit from it.

Mehudar Tefilin & Mezuzot
Sell & Check
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“ APPEASING ONE ANOTHER BEFORE YOM KIPPUR

Imagine you get a message before Yom Kippur reading the fol-
lowing words: “Hello my dear friend and happy New Year. Since
we are couple of days before Yom Kippur and Chazal instructed
us that sins aren’t forgiven unless you appease your friends,
therefore now is your final chance to come and ask me to for-
give you. Make sure you do it correctly; tell me what you've
done and why it was wrong. Also make sure to say it in a way
that | would be convinced you're sincere and that you’ll never
repeat doing so again, otherwise | won’t forgive you. Yours truly,
Moishe.”

When it comes to others, we are all very knowledge- a

able of how repentance should be done. We may °I'l'y
even take the more stringent Halachic approach.

But when we are dealing with ourselves, we sudden-

ly become clueless.

The time between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur

is referred to as the “10 Days of Repentance”, ap-)
propriately named, as this is the time to awaken

within us the urge to repent from our ways. This is referring to
repenting from our ways and returning to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
The Mitzvah of Teshuva incorporates 3 different parts: the feel-
ing of regret [for doing the sin], verbally pleading for for-
giveness, and accepting upon ourselves not to repeat the sins.
Part of this process however is also appeasing those whom we
have hurt or wronged, or those to whom we have ill feelings
towards for they have wronged us.

Interestingly enough, people run to beg HaKadosh Baruch Hu
for forgiveness; yet seldom do people run with the same enthu-
siasm to request forgiveness from those whom we hurt. Moreo-
ver, we sometimes find that the opposite holds true as well;
people will ask forgiveness from anyone and everyone they
know—even those they just met or barely said a word to the
whole year—and yet, the people they really need to ask for-
giveness from, they conveniently choose to ignore/avoid. To the
extent, that it seems as though it's easier to request for-
giveness from HaKadosh Baruch Hu since we don’t actually see

gL
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Him. However, to those that we see and know, the mere
thought of approaching them and asking for forgiveness can be
quite overwhelming. Why is this so, and being that that’'s the
case, what'’s the point of asking for forgiveness altogether?

The answer to this is quite fascinating. The psychology behind
the individual running to ask forgiveness from all those he
knows he probably did nothing to, yet specifically avoiding the
ones he truly hurt, is that by doing so, he is essentially covering
up his sin. In his subconscious, it is as if he didn’t do anything
to hurt this person, and thus has no reason to re-
quest forgiveness. He is now at peace with his con-
science and doesn’t have anything gnawing at him.
The truth of the matter is however, all his efforts
were in vain, for his appeasement came from the
wrong address.

There are those still who will approach the people
they hurt, albeit begrudgingly, and almost half- jok-
ingly put out a hand saying, “forgive me?”. This too,
in essence accomplishes nothing. The point of ap-
peasement is to try and mend our ways and bring about peace
between each other. The way to do this is the through the same
steps as Teshuva: regretting our actions, asking for forgiveness,
and accepting upon ourselves not to repeat our actions. There-
fore, if we don’t do it properly, with a full heart filled with re-
morse, and honestly try to embed in our hearts to try and not
repeat our faults, then what is it really worth?

We must not forget the words of the Mishnah (.:(n ,xnr
“Though Yom Kippur atones for sins between man and HaKa-
dosh Baruch Hu, it does not atone for those between man and
his fellow.”

It might be worthwhile for each and one of us to take a pen and
a piece of paper and write on it what we would like the person
who hurt us to do in order for us to forgive him whole heartedly
(just like that message we wrote above), and then reverse it
and do the same to those we have hurt. Yes, it is easier said
than done, but at the end of the day, it is our obligation and we
do want to stand in front of Hashem on Yom Kippur clean.

\\ ‘\ “‘ \
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“ QUESTIONS O N

HILCHOT

TESHUVA

Does the Torah mentions the Mitzva of Teshuva?

There are couple of opinions in the Rishonim on
this.According to the Rambam (beginning of Halachot Teshu-
va) there is no open commandment in the Torah to do Teshu-
va but it is learned from another commandment; ,uT1
confession, the Mitsva to confess the sin. The Rambam nia7n
(na1wn) explains that one can’t confess his sins if he still
sinning. The Rambam compares this to a person who goes to
purify himself in the Mikve while holding an insect which is
impurelTa yIwl 9110, doing so doesn’t allow the person to
become pure. Thus in order to perform the Mitsva of confess-
ing one must do first Teshuva. The Ramban on the other hand
learns this mitsva from the Pasuk (3,7 onaT):

1IN ‘0 TV nawr”, which means one should return to
\ Hashem and do Teshuva. The Rambam would say this

pasuk isn't a commandment but rather a prophecy that Am
Isreael would return to Hashem in the future.

Is it true that when one does Teshuva he is completely
cleaned from all his sins?

Yes, the Gemara (1 n puimp) says that the Teshuva cleans
completely even a wicked person who sinned all his life and
repented before his death:

NINNNA NAWN QWYL 192 7103 YR 17'aR]1 .LINIR NI 2 v 1
AW D12 N2 W2 X7 YYD NUYII INNIY LIVRN Q1Y 17 DM 'Y
ywn

Moreover he is loved by Hashem and he is considered in a
higher level than those who are very righteous, says the Ram-

bam: /
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“ QUESTIONS O N

HiILCHOT

TESHUVYA |
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It's hard for me to believe that by doing Teshuva all my
sins are being wiped out, is it really so?

Yes, but you must know that this wonderful Mitsva of Teshuva
and this very elevated day of Yom Kippur accomplishes only
for those who believe that Teshuva and Yom Kippur clean
their sins but those who don’t believe in it but actually ignore
it and behave towards that day as a regular day, don't get
forgiveness as the rambam (', nmw) writes:
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What are the conditions needed to be taken to perform
the Mitsvah of Teshuva?

The Rambam (2”a nawn niavn) teaches that four steps are

necessary;
1) One must stop sinning

2) One must accept not to sin anymore.

3) Regret the sin.
4) Confess the sin.

Rabbenu Yona in his sefer Shaare Teshuva lists many more
important ways for one’s Teshuva but the four conditions
mentioned above are the very basic elements for the perfor-
mance of the Mitsva and the rest are ways to perfect it.

If one wasn’t able to complete all of the above steps but
he did part of them, does he accomplishes anything
with that?

Although every step is crucial for completing the Mitsva of
Teshuva but this Mitsva is not ‘all or nothing’. If one did par-
tial Teshuva he is forgiven partially according to the effort he
put into this very important matter.

Harav Aaron Kotler (xop mnv 2”n pax a1 mwn) teaches this
concept from Rabenu Yona (‘v nix ’x ww nawn nww) who says
that there are many levels to the Mitsva of Teshuva and for
every level one accomplishes there is forgiveness. Moreover,
the Mabit (272 nawnn ww opiox na) says that even if one
performed only part of those very important four steps men-
tioned above he is still receiving a certain amount of for-
giveness.

This explains the meaning of what we read in the Hafta-
ra: 'P78 ‘N v 93w naiw return all the way until Hashem.
By the fact that the Pasuk encourages us to return all the way
to Hashem we understand that it’s also possible to return a
partial way, although it's not as beneficial but it’s still accom-
plishes some forgiveness
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