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Shaare Ezra is a one of

a kind, multi-faceted
organization that’s there
for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“wbw. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,
WhatsApp, or e-mail any
halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:
www.askhalacha.com
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Zmanim for New York:

Candle Lighting: 5:31pm

Shabbat ends: 6:30pm
R”T: 7:00pm

Blessings to our generous donor for allowing the continuation of our newsletter to be available around the
NY tristate area, Monsey, Miami, and more. May he and his wife merit to see much Nachat from their chil-
dren and see them grow to be big Talmidei Chachamim!

DISPOSING OF MITZVOT ITEMS

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEW EMAIL NOW* PARASHADELIGHT@SHIURENJOYMENT.COM
SUBJECT RABBISHAYTAHAN

After the elevated days of Sukkot, we all
find ourselves with many items which we
need to dispose of, such as the Lulav, Etrog,
Hadasim and Aravot. Some also need to
throw away their old Sukkah walls and the
Schach, many others need to get rid of their
Sukkah decorations. Therefore, it is impera-
tive for us to learn what is and isn’t allowed,
and the proper way of disposal.

Let's start with the basics.
There are two main catego-
ries of religious items: one is
called Tashmishei Kedusha,
meaning items which carry
holiness (i.e. Sefer Torah, Te-
fillin and Mezuzot). Those are -
forbidden to dispose of regu--
larly, but must rather be bur-
ied when no longer usable.
These holy items which re-
quire burial are called Sheimot and the buri-
al of those items is called Geniza. Since for
most people it may not be practical to per-
form the actual burial, therefore one may
give them over to others to bury them. Plac-
es that take care of them for a charge are
very commonplace in most Jewish commu-

nities.
The other category are items which carry no
intrinsic holiness,but are designated for the

practice of Mitzvot, called Tashmishei Mitz-
vah. The Lulav set and the Sukkah fall un-

der this category.

So how do we dispose of the Lulav set and
Sukkah which are Tashmishei Mitzvah?

There are different approaches on this be-
tween the Sephardim and Ashkenazim.

The Shulchan Aruch (xa jno n”x) which
represents the Sephardi approach, men-
tions this when speaking about disposing of
one’s old Tzitzit and Tallit, which are also in
the category of Tashmishei Mitzvah, and the
Mishna Berura writes that this Halacha ap-
plies to all other Tashmishei
Mitzvah as well. The Chida '112)

("0 N2 n'0 qor'writes that the
Shulchan Aruch seems to con-
tradict himself from one Hala-
cha to the next, as in the first
Halacha he writes that one can
dispose the old Tzitzit in the
garbage, which indicates that
we don’t need to dispose them
in a respectful way, while in the
second Halacha he says to
treat them respectfully and if one doesn’t
have a use of those items anymore he
should leave them out but not throw them
in the garbage in a disrespectful manner,
and hope that somehow they’ll be picked up
by others (including sanitation workers).

The Chida explains that the Shulchan Aruch
wrote it this way in order to teach us two
lessons. One lesson is the law of how to dis-
pose of the items, and the second is the
correct approach we should have towards
the Mitzvot. The first Halacha says that we
are permitted to place them in the garbage,
but the correct approach is mentioned in
the second halacha that one should treat
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them respectfully and, needless to say,/
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that one should avoid stepping on them or treat them
in other disrespectful ways. (Note that the Mishna
Berura seems to understand the Shulchan Aruch dif-
ferently than the Chida, as he feels that the Shulchan
Aruch doesn’t have a contradiction).

This is the Sepharadi Halacha, but the Rema, which
states the Ashkenazi Minhag, says that although Geni-
za for the above is not necessary, it is not permitted to
throw them in the garbage, since doing so is degrading
the Mitzvah, therefore one must treat them in a re-
spectful way when tossing them out and not place

them in the garbage at all (Mishna Berura 1”"{p0).

Another important point to mention is that although
the Sukkah and the Lulav set during the holiday of
Sukkot have Kedusha- holiness; after the holiday, the
holiness expires. Thus, if one wants to use them after
the holiday for his own benefit, it is permitted. For ex-
ample, if one wants to use the Sukkah panels to build
a closet or use the Etrog for jam, he is allowed to do
so. The Ran (mentioned in the Bet Yosef (twvan |no

explains the reason it is permitted to benefit from
them whereas it's forbidden to use the leftover Chanu-
kah oil (that was in the Menorah cups) which weren’t
burnt. He says that when one fills the Menorah cup
with oil, he has in mind that the entire oil should be
burnt; while the Sukkah and the Etrog he knows they’ll
stay for after the holiday, hence they are designated
only for the holiday of Sukkot.

After learning the basic laws of Tashmishei Kedusha
and Tashmishei Mitzvah,, we should mention that most
religious items can be thrown out in the garbage after
use (best to wrap them in a bag), this is true for an old
Kipa, Kiddush cup, a Menorah, posters of Gedolim etc.
including decorations used for the Sukkah and the box
of the Etrog and the cotton that was used to wrap it.

Although it is permitted to toss all these items away,
while doing so, one should make sure that there aren’t
any Pesukim- verses written on the posters and the
Etrog boxes, since Pesukim or statements of our Sages

require Geniza as well.

I TORAH’S OUTLOOK ON ELECTIONS

We all understand the importance of going to the ballot
on Election Day, but not so many of us are too familiar
with the Torah’s view on the matter. May the people
voice their opinion on who should be their leader? Fur-
thermore, we all believe and know that Hashem rules
over everything that happens in the _ _

world and know that we can’t change ‘.
anything Hashem decided in any way;

what Chazal taught us to have a better §
understanding on the topic. \

The most clear source to the fact that |
the Torah wants us to actually vote is the |

Gemara in Berachot : (x,n1 q7)

0'27N1 |2 DX XX 112X 2V D119 |'T'AVUN |'N,pPNX! 111 DX
N2 wITP 17 1AKR 798931 DRA D N INYY NNAY 1iaNa
0N ,0%1Y 7W 12127 :17 I0KR ?2X87¥2 1'%V |10 ,NYN nenY Xin
.0N?Nx 77,12 '9 2V N 07 N ?)aw 22 X2 197 |10 1ay
1199 0N :17 NNX ?989X¥2 D22V [1an 278w 0N IR

JJaW 22 N7 121297 j1an XN 11971 XIn 1N wITPn

With regard to Bezalel’'s appointment, Rabbi Yitzhak
'&*ﬂ: One may only appoint a leader over a community if

he consults with the community and they agree to the
appointment, as it is stated: “Moshe said to Israel: See,
Hashem has called by name Bezalel, son of Uri, son of
Hur, of the tribe of Judah” (Exodus 35:30). Hashem said
to Moshe: Moshe, is Bezalel a suitable appointment in
your eyes? Moshe said to Him: Master of
the universe, if he is a suitable appoint-
ment in your eyes, then all the more so
in my eyes. Hashem responded: Never-
theless, go and tell Israel and ask their
opinion. Moshe went and said to Israel:
Is Bezalel suitable in your eyes? They
said to him: If he is suitable in the eyes
of Hashem, and in your eyes, all the
more so he is suitable in our eyes.

How fascinating are those words! After Hashem Himself
appoints a leader, he consults with Moshe Rabbenu
about it, and then pleads with him to ask the nation if
they agree to his appointment, with full intention of an-
nulling the appointment if the people aren’t pleased!

Clearly, the way to ask an entire nation their opinion is
by each stating his voice and then deciding according to
the majority of opinions; which is basically what we call
today, an election. (The concept of deciding according to
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majority is found at other places in our Torah, for exr
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ample when Bet-Din makes a law they vote and decide on
it upon the majority of opinions).

Another example is the delay of 300 years in the appoint-
ment of the first king, Shaul Hamelech. The Netziv ( pnun
7,1 0NAT 12T ) explains that although there was a Torah
obligation to appoint a king as soon as the nation entered
the land of lIsrael, the appointment was
delayed all those years, as the nation was-
n’t interested in having a king yet. Proving
yet again, that one can only appoint a
leader with the will of the people.
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We learn from here once again that we need the nation’s
approval which obviously can only be done through vot-

ing.

The Gemara Yerushimi (1”n 272 mTnao) explains once again
this very point, that the appointment of the king should
be done by the nation, but this Gemara states that Ha-
shem removed Himself from being involved in the deci-
sion.
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Rebbi Chizkiah was walking on a road when he met a Sa-
maritan who asked him, Rabbi, are you not the head of
the Jews? He answered him, yes. He said to him, ~ " Look
at what is written: “you shall put a king over yourself” It
does not say “I [Hashem] shall put”, but “you shall put”,
you appoint him over yourself.

The Chatam Sofer (xa "o n”in) wrote about this topic very
harshly as well, stating that only the congregation may
appoint their leaders and no one else.

Reading this one may ask a question from other sources
showing that it’'s Hashem who appoints leaders:
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With regard to leaders, the Gemara
states: “And you are exalted as head
above all”- Even one with the most insig-
nificant position of authority, e.g., an ap-
pointee over irrigation, is appointed by
Heaven.

The Gemara in Berchot (x,n1) says that
Hashem announces in heaven who will

be the leader.
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From those sources we learn that it's Hashem who ap-
points the leader and no one else, therefore it seems like
there is no purpose for us-the people-to vote, because
everything is anyway already predetermined?! The lyun
Yaakov  (Dw) answers this contradiction saying that
although it’s true that Hashem decides who will be the
next leader, it still needs the approval of the people.
Thus, we learn that the way a leader may come to power
is only with the partnership agreement of Hashem with
the nation.

We conclude from all of the above that it's a godly act to
help choose a leader, as after Hashem decides who will
be the next elected leader, He waits for our opinion on
the matter and with that partnership the leader is duly
elected.

“ ELECTION

DAY Q&A

A story is told of a rabbi who, before the Israeli elec-
tions, was standing in the Geulah square in
Yerushalayim and preaching on a microphone about the
Mitzvah to vote on
Election Day. A man approached him and asked if it's
considered a Mitzvah like eating Matzah, to which the
rabbi replied no, it's a Mitzvah like eating Maror.
Although we would much rather go about our business
on election day and not get our hands dirty (so to speak)
with politics; unfortunately, whenever we don’t vote it

sends a message to the elected officials that they don’t
need to care about the Jewish community’s needs. This
in turn results in crime around our neighborhoods, rise
in anti-Semitism and constant attacks on our Yeshivot.
Let’'s dwell into some of the questions we found in the
Poskim related to voting and elections.

May one vote for a candidate who will promote ide-
as which are opposed to Torah values, such as
rights for acts which are against the Torah? /
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It's a very hard question, but when there are two candi-
dates and one will help the Jewish cause more than the
other, then under the circumstances it is permitted to
vote for the lesser of the two evils ( Tvw "o a'n nix%n mwn
2t 10 7T INAW 7INY 207 i Tl

The other choice, doing nothing and staying
home, allowing the worse candidate to get
elected is not an option, since by not voting,
the person is actually considered voting for
the other candidate. Moreover, those who get
elected see that the Jewish community isn’t
voting and therefore ignore our needs
21UN 10 27N KNART X272 17900

May one stop his leaning (causing Bitul
Torah) to vote?

Yes. We have a rule that any Mitzvah which can be done
by others we should let others do if we are studying To-
rah at that time. But if it's a Mitzvah which can’t be

done by others, we must stop the learning and do it our-

selves (x,0 jop Tvin).

With this in mind, and realizing the magnitude of which

the outcome of the elections may result in, the Gedolim
throughout the generations instructed all to
go vote.

If the voting site is in a building affiliat-
ed with a church and attached to a
church may one enter the building to
vote?

Yes. If the building serves other purposes
such as meetings, elections and other
things it is permitted even though it's attached to the
church. However, if the voting is inside the church we
aren’t allowed to attend (n o2 n n3mni niawn). It would be
advisable however, to go to early voting when possible,
which is usually at a different location than that on Elec-
tion Day.
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Special thank you to Rabbi Isumer Rosenbaum for all the hard work in spreading Torah and helping us with
the distribution of our newsletter in his Chashuva Beis Midrash!




