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Shaare Ezra is a one of
a kind, multi-faceted
organization that’s there
for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“wbw. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,
WhatsApp, or e-mail any
halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:
www.askhalacha.com

Rabbishaytahan.com

N

Rk

NN NI

SR Bra

<

Parshat Vayegash
Zmanim for New York:
Candle Lighting: 4:19pm
Shabbat ends: 5:24pm
R”T: 5:51pm

Blessings to our generous donor for allowing the continuation of our newsletter to be available around the
NY tristate area, Monsey, Miami, and more. May he and his wife merit to see much Nachat from their chil-
dren and see them grow to be big Talmidei Chachamim!

THERMOSTAT AND SHABBAT

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEW EMAIL NOW?* PARASHADELIGHT@SHIURENJOYMENT.COM
SUBJECT RABBISHAYTAHAN

In the cold winter days, opening the front door of
the house brings in cold air which causes the
thermostat to start the heat. Can one open the
door on Shabbat knowing that the heat will pos-
sibly turn on? Is it only permitted to open and
close the door very quickly so
that the heat wouldn’t start,

or can you leave it open as

long as you wish? What

about today that many hous- ’
es have a smart thermostat

which visibly changes the
numbers on it showing the

degrees?

Let us start with a different
case which is similar; when one opens the door
of an oven which operates with a thermostat, he
may possibly cause the flame to ignite. Doing
such a thing is prohibited by the majority of the
Poskim (’nu X”N NanX NN ,1P Ny 27N X7791IN
X77T 210 TIWIE N "0 2”0 NIa%0 nawn 27N ,19pn
N NIX T’V 7N Nn”1aNN NUTa), since opening it
brings in cold air and also allows the heat stored
in the oven to come out, making the oven’s ther-
mostat drop quickly and thus more likely to start
the oven.

If we compare opening the door of the house to
the door of the oven, we wouldn’t be allowed to
exit or enter our house. But when we examine
this further we can learn some differences.

Another similar case is brought down in Shul-
chan Aruch (8”0 1w '0) who doesn’t permit
opening the door when a candle is behind the
door, because it's likely that the wind will blow
out the candle.

Now, the Poskim permitted opening the fridge

which has the same concerns as the oven since

opening the fridge door allows the cold air inside

the fridge to come out and warm air from out-

side to come in, possibly causing the fridge’s

ignition to go on and start the same way the ov-
en does.

The question is then, what is
’ the difference between them?
=< 1—

i
The (np ’‘nu 21”n) X% X

‘ r/explains that the case of the

fridge is only d’Rabanan, be-

2 o cause the fridge starts the en-

; \ &i‘, * gine indirectly, as we just open
Lo\ the fridge door and that results
in the cold air rushing out, which causes the
thermostat to start the engine, later we'll see
more leniencies that apply d’Rabanan. Whereas
opening the oven door is more direct since as
soon as one opens the oven, it starts the fire,

which is a violation of Shabbat d’Oraita.

Though the difference between the two still
seems hard to understand, it's a bit more clear
with the explanation of other sefarim, like the
nia7n nwn who explains that the fridge is more
like ¥n2T XN which means that since it's a big
box, the likelihood of the engine starting imme-
diately when opening the door isn’t very big, and
therefore its permitted. But the oven is small
and there is more of a likelihood of it starting
the fire right away. Sefer Shmirat Shabbat Kehil-
chata (0”20 x”9) explains a bit differently, that
in an oven opening the door most times would
ignite the engine.

When opening the oven door the likelihood of
the fire to start burning is high and it’s consid-
ered in halacha a Shabbat violation be-
cause it's close to be Psik Reisha it's also/
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considered to be Psik Reisha.(knw 0”711 10 2”nn).

After learning the difference between the oven and the
fridge, it seems like opening the house door would be more
comparable to the fridge and permitted, because the house
is big and opening the door isn’t very likely to start the heat.

There are a few more reasons to permit opening the door,
and these reasons would allow leaving the door open for as
long one wishes :(b”'0 N”N 7N W! |AR)

1.When one opens the door he doesn’t intend at all to cause
the heat to start working.

2.The act of letting cold air enter the house and causing the
oven to start is consideredin' Xn1T X7w NwM 09, bringing

in cold air is something which he doesn’t want and therefore
isn’t prohibited.

3.He doesn’t need the house to heat up right away as the
house doesn’t get so cold right away.

Concerning today’s smart thermostats which change the
temperature every time one passes by it, and even more so
when one opens the window or door, Rabbi Asher Weiss
(2”90 ®”n AwKX nnan) writes that a slight change that isn’t
visible or felt isn’t a problem, and the numbers on the ther-
mostat aren’t prohibited because they don’t fall under the
category of nawnn nax7n, an important, meaningful
Melacha that is forbidden. Others write that since the per-
son has no benefit from this very small change it isn’t pro-
hibited (n'7? NN 7).

| WHO’S CRAZY? OPEN LETTER TO....MYSELF!

Sometimes things happen in the world that make me ask my-
self whether the whole world is insane and there are only a
few normal people, or is it the opposite-the whole world is
normal and only those few are insane.

I’'m not sure why this feeling came to me again last week, but |
wanted to share a thought.

Imagine a game where the goal is to spit as far as one can
into a net, whoever spits the farthest into the tar-
get is declared the winner. The game is structured
with eleven players in each team and each spits
on his turn, competing with the other team. This
game became so popular that many people
around the world practice spitting since early
childhood with a dream that one day when they
grow up they would join a team that will represent
their country in a world championship and make
their nation proud. Each person trains his mouth
and jaws for years and strengthens them to make sure he can
spit good and far.
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Every four years each country sends a team of delegates to
represent them. Only the best of the best from each country
are chosen to be the spitting candidates to compete with oth-
er countries' teams at what is called the “World Cup”; after all,
their country's honor is on the line. Finally after all countries
compete with each other, the best two teams in the world
reach the final game-the World Cup championship.

Let’'s say for example, that those two best teams in the year
2022 were France and Argentina. Those teams compete with
each other at the final game as the two best spitting teams in
the whole entire world.

On that very important day, the eyes of the whole entire world
are tuned to that final game as the world literally shuts down
businesses and offices to watch that final game. Presidents
and prime ministers around the world stop all their important
work to watch this most prestigious event as do all employees
gn various fields including professionals in every profession.

People really feel that it's the most important event of

their lifetime as they are biting their nails watching the game
unfold.

After a breathless long game which by experts is considered
“the best World Cup ever”, they reach the end of the game
with a tie. Both teams were so good that they couldn’t defeat
each other. Finally, at the end of it all, and after a very
“messy” game, Argentina wins.

The effect of the final score immediately breaks the hearts of
the people all across France, which goes through
a real meltdown; people are seen crying in the
streets with real sadness, broken people and de-
pression is visible all over. Meanwhile in Argenti-
na, a celebration erupts without boundaries as
hundreds of thousands of people fill the city
streets with real joy, dancing and screaming, una-
ble to control themselves. People cry with a happi-
ness never experienced before. The celebration
isn’t limited to the country of Argentina, but ex-
tends well beyond with many countries joining in celebrations
as what is considered one of the happiest events of mankind.

At the ceremony of handing the world cup trophy, the most
“messy” candidate takes that desirable trophy honoring his
country in a way they never experienced before.

This great event had such an impact that was never seen be-
fore, people were seen admiring and worshiping this “messy”
person, bowing down to him in public, shirts were printed by
the masses with his image and every newspaper around the
world had his image on the front cover.

Oh...and | forgot to mention one thing. The only people in the
world who weren’t involved in this very important celebration
were as always...the Jews, yes again the Jews stood out. They
didn’t even watch the game and they didn’'t even care about
the score. The Jewish newspapers and news sites didn’t even
report about it. If you happened to stop a Jewish Yeshiva boy
and ask him about the World Cup, it’s likely that he wouldn’t
even know what you're talking about.

| know it's strange but at that very time that the entire/
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| WHO’S CRAZY? OPEN LETTER TO....MYSELF! |

world's eyes and ears were glued to this extremely important
game, the Jews were busy lighting Chanukah candles and eat-
ing fried donuts. Moreover, they were telling their kids how
meaningless those competitions are and that it’s the culture of
the Greeks which the Hasmoneans were fighting at those
times.

Yes, | realize that this scenario | wrote sounds more fiction than
reality as this doesn’t seem to make any sense, but | just want-
ed to share a thought | had which I'm not even sure why it
came to mind.

Around this time of year as the gentiles celebrate their main
holidays, | also remember the words Rabbi Yehonatan Eiveshits
said when he was asked by a Christian priest: “Since the Torah
commands to follow the majority opinion, why won’t the Jews
convert to Christianity, as the Christians are the majority of
people in the world?” Rabbi Eiveshits answered that the Torah
only commanded us to follow the majority when we have a
doubt; but when it comes to our religion we don’'t have any
doubts. Thus the commandment of following the majority in
such an event doesn’t apply.

Needless to say, a world which makes a religion out of such
nonsense and glorifies people who aren’t required to be of any
moral values, who never contributed anything to anyone and

don’t even need to have a school degree, should not be taken
seriously in any possible way.

In our Parasha Yehudah turns to harshly criticize Yosef. At the
end of last week’s Parasha Yehudah pleads with Yosef and
speaks to him with the respect due when speaking to a king.
How does that make sense that at one moment he speaks re-
spectfully while the very next moment he speaks to him harsh-
ly? The explanation is that the brothers saw that though noth-
ing Yosef has done to them made any sense, but up to that
point they felt that they deserve the bad treatment and chal-
lenges as a heavenly punishment for selling Yosef. But now
that Yosef wanted to take Binyamin-who was not involved in
Yosef's sale-as a slave and free all the other brothers-who
were guilty of selling Yosef-nothing at all made sense anymore,
not even the feeling of being punished from heaven.

At the point where things don’t make any sense, Yehudah rises
against all odds to stand his ground for his belief. This teaches
us that sometimes, when things around the world make no
sense, we should also stand firm to what we believe is right.

| still wonder from time to time who'’s crazy, but world events
make things clearer to me as time goes on.

“ JOINING OFFICE PARTIES

Around this time of year many offices hold parties for their
workers with the expectation that every worker participates.
Many of those places accommodate their Jewish workers with
either kosher food or things that don’t require a hechsher such
as fruits.

When they offer liquor, one must make sure he doesn’t drink
there, since drinking at such places is Rabbinical-

ly forbidden unless the majority of attendants at |
the party are Jewish.

This is one of the many decrees our Sages insti-
tuted in order to make sure we don’t mingle with
the goyim and end up marrying each other. Other
such decrees include eating food cooked by them
as well as consuming their home-made bread, as

the Rambam writes :(*’n NNIOX NI%axN “72nn 77'9)

NP NI0'RYT I'RY 'O 7Y qXI,0MON NIX NOX DINXK DT DY W'~
INQ'1 IR N2 DYDY XK7W TV D'DYA A PNONNYT T [NV NTA NImn
,001 |7 WINT 'Y DINA 17'9K1 [NNY NINWY? NOK [N 1781 hnn 19
NIRRT WINT 'RY DIpN2 17'9R1 D71 IR N 7DXK7 NOKNI

IX T0K) I'KY 7wian | KINW 9"VKI 0"DY 7w N2'0ona DT NNY! X7 778D
“ANIN 7X1Y' N2'0NN AN AN DX LITAY 1'700 NNIY 'y

Translation: There are other things which were forbidden by the
Sages even though there is no basis for their prohibition in
Scriptural Torah Law; they decreed against their use to sepa-
rate us from the gentiles so that Jews will not intermingle with
them and intermarry: It is forbidden to drink [alcoholic beverag-
es] with them even in a place where there is no suspicion that
e wine was for Avoda Zara. And they forbade eating from their
\‘\ bread or cooked dishes even in a place where there is no

suspicion that the food was forbidden.A person should not
drink at a gentile’s party even though the wine which is being
served is cooked (which is not forbidden) or he is drinking from
his own utensils. In the event the majority of the attendants of
the party are Jewish, it is permitted.

As we all know this was the sin that caused the Jews to be in
danger of genocide if not for the miracle that Hashem saved us.
Regarding the decree of Haman wanting to anni-
hilate all the Jews, the Gemara (x,2'n7an) says
that the students asked Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai
what was the reason for that generation deserv-
ing annihilation? Rabbi Shimon asked them back
what they thought the answer to that question
was, to which they replied that it is because they
partook of the feast of the wicked King Achash-
verosh.

Moreover, one should know that there is another prohibition of
one drinking liquor at a Goy’s house or at the place where the
liquors are sold, such as stores or restaurants. Thus, one isn’t
permitted to walk into a bar, as the gentiles sit and drink their
beer or other liquors (T'p N0 1”1).

If one wants to have beer he may buy it and drink it outside the
place or take it home.

The reason for this prohibition is the same as above, in order to
make sure we won’t marry them.

These Halachot are more relevant in the places that we live and
in our generation because there is intolerance for racism and
therefore the Jew is (officially) accepted in most circles which
can thus lead to close relationships and ultimately intermar-

riage. /
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