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Parshat Mekatz

Zmanim for New York:

Candle Lighting: 4:14pm

Shabbat ends: 5:19pm
R”T: 5:46pm

Rk

NN NI

SR Bra

Blessings to our generous donor for allowing the continuation of our newsletter to be available around the
NY tristate area, Monsey, Miami, and more. May he and his wife merit to see much Nachat from their chil-
dren and see them grow to be big Talmidei Chachamim!
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THE EXTRA CANDLE

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEW EMAIL NOW* PARASHADELIGHT@SHIURENJOYMENT.COM
SUBJECT RABBISHAYTAHAN

Our Sages taught: The basic mitzvah of Ha- There are a few very interesting approaches
nukkah is to have one light kindled each to this, as it comes out to be a three-way

day, by the head of the household, for him-
self and on behalf of his household. The
mehadrin, i.e., those who are meticulous in
the performance of Mitzvot, kindle a light
for each and every one in
the household. And the
mehadrin min hamehadrin,
those who are even more
meticulous, adjust the
number of lights daily. Beit
Hillel say: On the first day
one kindles one light, and
from there on, gradually
increases the number of lights until, on the
last day, he kindles eight lights. (Shabbat
a,X3).

The Gemara tells us that we are only obli-
gated to light one Chanuka candle each
night and the extra candles are considered
“Hiddur Mitzvah”, meaning an enhance-
ment of the Mitzvah or beautification of the
Mitzvah.

The question is which candle is the one that
is the main/basic Mitzvah which Chazal
called: mal W~ 12 -n21an nixn, and which
one is the Hiddur which is called: |m"Tnn?

For example, on the second night we light
two candles, but which one of the two can-
dles is the main Mitzvah and which one is
the Hiddur, is it the left one or the right
one?

Machloket.

The Shulchan Aruch (0”0 wan |n'0) says
that one should always light the candle
which is on the farthest left
first and then light the one
to its right, because Chazal
said that one should always
go from left to right: “ "2
N7 ND' N7 N1I9 NNKRY NIa
' 7171, which means that
one first lights the Hiddur
candle. The Vilna Gaon
wrote that it's not correct to ignore the main
candle and light the Hiddur first, thus one
should light starting from his right and con-
tinue to the left.

It is clear from here that the opinion of the
Vilna Gaon is that the candle on the right is
the main mitzvah. There is a dispute howev-
er, as to what the opinion of the Shulchan
Aruch about this is. The Biur Halacha n”T)

(mw 9921 wrote that the Shulchan Aruch
also agrees that the main candle is the right
one, but he still feels that one should start
with the Hiddur for two reasons: one is
since Chazal instructed to go from left to
right, and second because it's more im-
portant to light the Hiddur first since it
shows and demonstrates the days of the
miracle.
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Chacham Ovadia ( 27 q7 n'Taw itn) on the
other hand brought down several
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poskim (pTx Nn¥ ,7nxwr AN ,DTuINn yalp) who felt that
the left candle is the main one and the others to its

right are the Hiddur.

Therefore, there are three opinions: the Vilna Gaon
holds the right candle is the main candle and it is most
important as well, hence you start with that. The Shul-
chan Aruch according to the Biur Halacha holds that
although the main candle is the right one, the most
important candle is the left one, since it demonstrates
the days of the miracle. Finally, Chacham Ovadia
brought that the left candle is the main and most im-

portant candle.

According to those who hold that the Hiddur candle is
as important as the main candle (or even more), we
can understand what some poskim wrote (Rav Akiva
Eiger va ”n n”awn,’2 NIN 21 'O 21”N NN%W NNAN L)' N1'IN)
that one who forgot to say the Bracha on the first can-
dle can still say it on the Hiddur.

One may ask, from the fact that Askenazim light can-
dles, with a Bracha, corresponding to the amount of
people living in the house which is also considered a
Hiddur, we see that you say Bracha on the Hiddur.
Therefore, let the same thing be aplicable to our case?
The answer is that each person says a Bracha since he
had in mind not to fulfil his obligation with the person
lighting the Menorah first (x2'an N”v1l nann 70 0”na)

210).

A similar case is that of a person who started off with
only one candle to light, and after lighting received
more candles for the Hiddur, does he say a Bracha on
the Hiddur candles? The Pri Chadash (twan |n'o) held
that no Bracha is said since those are only Hiddur can-
dles, but the Eliya Raba wrote that one should say the
Bracha on the Hiddur candles.

But how would one be able to say the words of wN
nann M P2 mixna nwTy, that we are commanded
to light the candles, if we are only commanded to light
the main candle but not the Hiddur? The answer is that
since we accepted to light in accordance with the best
Hiddur way, it became as important as the main can-
dle.

We can learn this from the observation of the Or
Letsion (N7 TNy 7”n) who tried to understand why it is
that the Shulchan Aruch omitted the laws of the Gmara
that the main Mitzvah is to light just one candle, and
spoke only of how one should light the Mehadrin Min
Hamehadrin.

He answers that since lighting with accordance of the
day became the common custom, one can’t light just

one to fulfill the Mitzvah of |Tn 1p'un.
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In Birkat Hamazon and the Amidah prayer on Chanuka
we add the words:

D2 NN NI : DNY NY2 DN NTHY , 027 THNID ,NHN)
,DOYZN0 T3 D¥)12) DIOY .DNNPY NN DHPY DT NN 1T
, DNV T DONPVY ,DOVYN T2 D7)
ADVNOPDIY T 0T, DOPYTS T DYY)N r'?'ﬂ"

Which means we thank Hashem for the !
Chanuka miracle that the Hashmonaim '
defeated the Greeks. And we count the §

miracles:

1. The weak defeated the strong.
2. The few defeated the many.
3.The pure defeated the impure.
4.The righteous defeated the wicked

5.Those who were learning Torah defeated the evil.

\Upon seeing this, one might ask that we can un-

derstand that it is a miracle that the weak defeated the
strong and the few defeated the many, since normally
the strong and the many win. But what is the miracle of
the righteous defeating the wicked and that people

who were learning Torah defeated the
\ evil? Why can’t they win the war natu-

The answer is that the way the wicked
operate a war is very different than the

war, the wicked Kill anyone who is in
their way, flattening cities and destroy-
ing anything that they see; of course
fighting in such a way makes winning
easier! But the righteous fight a war with much scruti-
ny, they make sure not to hurt those who aren’t in-
volved, including women and children, and even look
to save them. Fighting a war this way makes it hard

il

and much more dangerous and therefore needing a
miracle to win such a war. /
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But the biggest insight is at the end of the paragraph,
the miracle of those who learn Torah who defeated the
evil. What this means is that those who learn Torah did-
n't even go to fight the war but rather they were still
learning Torah while the army was fighting the war!
Those words come to inform us that it wasn’t the warri-
ors who won the war on the battlefield; it was those who
were learning Torah at that very time that caused the

warriors to win.

Now imagine this, the soldiers come back from the war
and everyone are hugging and kissing them for their
contribution, while ignoring the Torah scholars and may-
be even despising them, not realizing that they were the
ones that won that very war and the soldiers were only
doing the Hishtadlut, an effort to be able to bring out

the miracle.

As Chazal explained (x,' nian):

D ' :(22p 0'70N) 70w 1YY 11920 11D DITniy”
.MIN2 D'POIV 'Y DY MUY ?NNN70 ITAVY 11192717
( X' NLIO XNADIN):

N7 Awan :(212p 0'70N) 707w VWA 12720 0 NITRIY”
DAWI'Y TITYW |'21T 'MA -NNN7N2 121220 TNYN ' KX ?|2
D"Y7wN Nywa

This miracle was not relevant only at the time of the
Hasmonaim, but this happens today as well-while the
soldiers fight for our safety, the real success they have
is credited to the Torah scholars who sit day and night

to learn our sweet Torah.

May Hashem help us on this holiday of lights to light up
and open our eyes to see and realize that all the good in
the world is due to those scholars and help us respect

them properly.
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If one has only one candle and it's Shabbat Chanu-
ka, should he light it for Shabbat or Chanuka?

He should light it for Shabbat since we want to maintain
the peace in the house and when it's dark there is no

peace. (31 naw)

Today that we light the menorah on the table inside
the house, should one still light that

single candle for Shabbat?

Some say that when the Menorah is lit on
the table one should use the candle for
Chanuka and in such scenario it's not
needed to light it for Shabbat since there
is already light in the house. Moreover,
one may benefit from the light of that Me-

norah.

What about today’s times, that the homes are lit
with electricity?

Some are of the opinion that especially in our times,
since the homes are lit with electricity, one should use

the single candle for Chanuka.

If one has two candles, should he light them both for
\Shabbat candles?

No. he should light one for Shabbat and the other for
Chanuka. Although it is very important to light two can-
dles for Shabbat but lighting for Hiddur takes prefer-

ence.

What if he has three candles and it's the second
night of Chanuka?

He should light one for Shabbat and two
for Chanuka.

What about four on the third night?

Same, light one candle for Shabbat and
three for Chanuka.

If one has just enough money to buy
either a Chanuka candle or wine for

Kiddush?

Chanuka candle.

If one has money to buy either Shabbat candle or
wine?

Candle comes first and he should say Kiddush on
bread.

What if one has only enough money to buy either /




702

FROM:

CHANUKA PREFERENCES
nouan |N*o a11113 711N 11 ]I'I'JI.IJ

a Challa or Shabbat candle?
He should buy Challa.

What about if he has enough to buy either for a
Chanuka candle or for wine for Havdala?

Chanuka candle.

Which candle is more important on the Menorah?
Is it the main one or the Hiddur?

Refer to the Halacha on the previous page.
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