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Zmanim for New York:

Candle Lighting: 4:13pm

Shabbat ends: 5:16pm
R”T: 5:43pm

Blessings to our generous donor for allowing the continuation of our newsletter to be available around the
NY tristate area, Monsey, Miami, and more. May he and his wife merit to see much Nachat from their chil-
dren and see them grow to be big Talmidei Chachamim!
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The shopping excitement is in the air as people
get ready for the big savings day which takes
place every year around this time on Black Fri-
day. But there are several Halachic concerns
which come to mind while shopping on Friday.
But before we turn to Halacha, let us learn how
one should purchase things and shop on Black
Friday from our weekly Parsha.

In Parshat Toldot Yaakov buys the
Bechora (first born rights) from
Eisav. Two people dealing with one
transaction but coming to the ta-
ble with totally different mindsets.
Yaakov is calculated and cold-he
knows exactly what he wants and
he waits for the right moment to
be able to get it; it might be that
he waited weeks and months for
the moment that Eisav would agree to sell it
until that finally day came and he bought it for
literally a bowl of soup.

On the other hand Eisav comes exhausted, tired,
needy and emotional, as he says: “pour into me
some of that red stuff for | am exhausted”. Eisav
at that moment is willing to buy the soup he
wants at any price-even at the price of giving up
the Bechora in disgrace.

We can draw from this Parsha such an im-
portant lesson of how one should go shopping
this week. We should make sure to buy only
those things that we need and not get carried
away and fill up our closets with ‘junk’ because
of the excitement of the moment.

Getting back to the Halachic discussion, as
many families prepare their Shabbat early and
pick up their children from Yeshiva to head for
the stores, fill up their carts with items that are
found on that “big bargain day”, the question
one should ask is whether doing so on a short
Friday right before Shabbat is permitted?

The Halacha states that one isn’t allowed to be

involved with work before Shabbat (0 7y |n%w
N270 1IN AN NIY), and any profit one might
gain on that time doesn’t hold blessing, meaning
it will be lost at a later time.

If we take this at face value then we should con-
clude that going to shop for anything that is not
for the honor of Shabbat should be avoided, and
the savings gained would be lost
elsewhere; but if we dwell into the
details of this Halacha we’ll have a

better understanding and learn
some leniencies.
The Mishna Berura (3”po N1 |n'D)

ruled that the prohibition to do work
is from two and a half before the
night (nop  nnn n1), but
beforehand work is permitted,
which gives people some time to shop as they
wish and get home before that time. Moreover,
it seems that the prohibition is for doing work-
but doing business and shopping is permitted
even after that time (x”0 821 '0 2”2wn). Still, the
Mishna Berura(i;y |n'o wn) rebukes harshly
those who delay shopping in the stores close to
Shabbat, especially on the short Fridays like this
time of the year.

Because of the Friday rush, many people prefer
to do their shopping online instead of actually
going to the stores as it is much easier and less
time-consuming.

In today’s way of shopping many businesses
offer a quick and immediate delivery, hence it's
very likely that the shipment will be dealt with by
the workers the very next day, on Shabbat, and
even sent on its way the same day. Is that per-
mitted?

We learn in Shulchan Aruch (1m0 |n'o) that it's
permitted to have a non-Jew handle our deliver-
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ies on Shabbat if two conditions are met: First,
the people handling the package are being/
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paid for their work and second that we shouldn’t ask them
to work on Shabbat. When the workers are paid, we say that
their intention when working is not to benefit us but rather
for their own benefit in order to get paid.

The second condition is that we should not ask for our order
to be handled on Shabbat, since asking a Non-Jew to work
for us on Shabbat is forbidden. But when we don’t ask them
and they decide to handle the package on Shabbat on their
own, we then permit it as we aren’t responsible for what
they do without us asking them.

Accordingly, since the way business is done today is such
that we pay in advance before delivery, and normally don’t
ask the workers to deliver it on Shabbat, both of the above
conditions are met and therefore ordering items on a Friday
is permitted.

In a different scenario where the company we are buying
from allows us to choose a delivery date, then by doing so
sometimes the workers will have to deal with the package
on Shabbat to make sure it’s delivered by the date request-
ed.

Although we explained above that it's permitted to have a
paid worker do his job on Shabbat since we didn’t ask him
to work on Shabbat, still in some scenarios it would not be
permitted. The Magen Avraham (T"p0 DY NN Mawn X))

wrote that its forbidden to tell a worker to have the work
done on a Sunday or Monday if that means that in order to
have it ready by then he would have to work on Shabbat,
since asking him to have it ready then is like asking him to
work on Shabbat. Thus, asking for a delivery date which will
have the workers prepare the package on Shabbat (and pos-
sibly even drive it) is forbidden.

There are some exceptions if one needs the item purchased
urgently based on few leniencies.

What if the package we ordered arrives on Shabbat, may it
be opened and used?

If the content isn't Muktse, some would permit to destroy
the package and use the content even if the delivery was
dealt with by the company on Shabbat (if the workers aren’t
Jewish and the order was not set to come on Shabbat as
explained above), and even if the truck was coming from
outside the Tchum and brought in from Reshut Harabim (
2V P70 1vPN "0 2”IWN AR T QWU N7 P19 NN270] NAY NNy
n p’o W 'o |21). When the content is food, one is surely
permitted to open the package. If it is not a food item, then
there are different opinions in the Poskim whether it's per-
mitted to rip the package to be able to benefit from it
(X”1ITNN DA X9V TINY 21”N N2 NINIX R DY [N'D).

CRIME SCENES ON SHABBAT

Luckily, the latest burglaries plaguing the Flatbush commu-
nities were committed by polite citizens who made sure to
rob the neighborhood in the middle of the night, without
waking up anyone in the household. Otherwise, aside from
losing their night’s sleep, their lives would be in danger as
well—as robbers generally carry a firearm and aren’t hesitant
to use them. Not to mention the lifelong trauma that they
and their children would endure.

All jokes aside, those of us who live in crime
infested cities need to learn what one may do
if they happened to be in a crime scene on
Shabbat. |
What is one supposed to do if he does wake L
up to such a horror scene on Shabbat? Is one
permitted to call the police or Shomrim? What
should one do if the robbers left his house al-
ready, may he still call to salvage his stolen
items? What about to save other homes from being robbed
by the same burglars?

What about Shomrim, are they permitted to pick up the calls
on Shabbat or should they leave it to the district police de-
partment?

In order to answer all of the above correctly, we must first
understand the basic Halacha on this topic. The rule of
thumb to all of the above is that one must assess whether
anyone might be in danger or not.

\The Pasuk in the Torah says (n,n' x2'1): “You shall

observe my laws which man should do and live by them”,
teaching us that the Torah wants a person to live while per-
forming the Mitzvot, hence one isn’t allowed to keep the
laws of the Torah if they’ll cause him to lose his life. In such
an event, he would be required to violate the laws of the
Torah to save his life (with the exception of the three cardi-
nal sins).

3 Thus, in a scenario that there is no danger one
may not violate the Shabbat even if it means
that he’ll lose all of his possessions. But if
there is a risk involved for him or anyone in his
household, he must call the police and do
whatever it takes in order to save himself and
his family.

Even if one is doubtful whether the situation is
dangerous, he still must violate the Shabbat

and do all that it takes to protect everyone. (

N270 NN P19 2”WWI AN TINY K7D DANK DINRNE AT T T°0 Y 0IN AR
TIVI ).

The Poskim explain that once the thief has fled the house
and there is no more danger one may not call the police or
violate the Shabbat in any way. However, since the latest
burglaries in the neighborhood were committed in a chain of
houses, one should call the police even if the robbers left his
house and he is now safe, because it is very likely that the
thieves are going to strike elsewhere. Even if we are sure
they left the neighborhood and won’t come back today on

il

Shabbat, still, those thieves are very likely to come back
another day and put other families in danger. /
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This we learn from the words of Rav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach
(> N2'70 XN 719 NNd70D Naw Nmw) who explained that one
should call the police not only at the time the burglars are at
his house but also if they already left if
there is a chance that they’ll break into
another house and put the people there in
danger.

Moreover, even if one is sure that the
thieves aren’t armed he should do all he
can in order to chase them out, since meet-
ing a thief in the house is a very traumatic
experience and has a long lasting effect on
one’s family; just like the Halacha permits one to break the
door to free a child locked in a room, to save him from the
emotional effect and trauma ( Dwa XN "0 n”N NAY NNWI AR
now 'O X”ann).

But the dangerous and sad reality is that once those thieves
start robbing houses, they build an appetite to continue doing
so over and over again. Even more so, unless they are

stopped they bring over their gang members to expand their
activities,

Just like the Gemara says ( 21 n”T X,1n N2 NIDOIN X)) that
mice are wicked because when they find
food in a house, not only do they steal it;
but after they are successful in doing so
they call their friends to join. These gangs
are all armed and any interaction with
them is extremely dangerous, thus one
must do all it takes to get them out of our
neighborhoods.

For that very reason, such incidents create
a real risk and the members of the Shomrim should be in-
formed as well. First, because the Halacha says that when we
are dealing with Pikuach Nefesh, Jews should be the ones
who violate the Shabbat to save a life. Second, it seems from
the last few times, that it was Shomrim who were able to find
and catch the burglars.

I ETHICAL WILL (TZAVA’AH) OF RABBI YEHUDA HACHASSID

A worried Bachur (Yeshiva student) once came to advise with
the Chazon Ish about a girl he was dating. The girl he met was a
perfect match but her name was the same name as his moth-
er’s. Since Rav Yehuda HaChassid wrote in his will not to marry
a girl who carries the same name as one’s mother, the holy Cha-
zon Ish instructed him not to go forward with the Shidduch.

When the boy approached other rabbis, they assured him that
he could marry her, quoting different Halachic reasons paving
the way for his marriage. Unfortunately this Shidduch was a
failure from the beginning and they had to break the bond
pretty quickly. When the boy came back to the Chazon Ish with
the Halachic reasons of why he decided to marry the girl, the
Chazon Ish explained to him that he is mistaken, because the
will of Rabenu Yehudah is not a Torah law that one can apply
Halachic reasonings to permit; but rather foresight of a big To-
rah scholar who forsees the future of such marriages with his
endless wisdom and advises accordingly ( 1ITn IN9 19021 NaIN
X qT71”n).

Another story is told with the Chazon Ish who was approached
again with the same question. This time, the Chazon Ish asked if
the person asking is concerned about it, to which the boy re-
plied that he isn’t at all. Hence, the Chazon Ish said that if so, he
has nothing to worry about and he should go forward with the
marriage.

Before we attempt to understand the different approaches to
his rulings, we must analyze the concern.

Any family which ever dealt with Shidduchim is very familiar
with the Will (Tzava’ah) of Rabbi Yehuda HaChassid, written by
\Rabenu Yehudah ben Rav Shmuel of Regensburg.

Rabenu Yehudah HaChassid was one of the commentaries of
Tosfot (see T'wNT N”T’'0IN 1,0 XVU'¥N X11) and was a student of
the great Ri Hazaken. Some of Rav Yehudah’s more famous stu-
dents are the Ohr Zaruah, the Smag and many others. His
writings include the Sefer Chasidim and Sefer Hakavod.

One of the documents left from the rabbi was a will which he
wrote to his children warning of different things. For example,
not to clog and seal a window and not to uproot a fruit tree.

Concerning Shiduchim he wrote not to marry one’s niece, and
that two brothers shouldn’t marry two sisters. He also warned
not to marry someone who has the same name as their father
or mother as that marriage wouldn’t work out well.

Needless to say, once people hear of a Shiduch with a name
similar to their parents, they instantly reject the meeting. More-
over, even if they already met and things are going well (and
only then they found out about this idea) they immediately stop
dating even if they feel they met their soulmate after searching
for many years.

But not all Poskim felt that this is relevant to everyone, as some
wrote that this will was meant specifically to the descendants of
Rabenu Yehudah but not to others.

(DN D”NNN 2122 "0 VNN APV Awal bY 'O VYRR NTINK VTR
N2 '01”N 0MaIo)

Others argued that the will was meant for everyone ( 0'"n N2aT)
n '0 Y”nN X”N), while some said that even if it’s only for his
descendants each person must be concerned that he might be
from his descendants. The Maharam Mintz (bv "'0) wrote that
as years went by most of the testaments in Rav Yehuda Ha—f
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Chassid’s will were canceled, since many people didn’t follow
them and they lost their effect.

The Chatam Sofer (Tbj» 0”0 V”NK) added that the warning of not
to marry someone with the same name of his parents is only if
there are three generations of the same name; otherwise there
is nothing to worry about.

The above leniencies are extremely important to those who
have a really hard time finding their Bashert and are dating for
many years, when finally they meet someone who can be their
potential mate they should not reject them right away

Getting back to the contradictory rulings of the Chazon Ish, it
seems pretty clear that the great sage ruled in accordance to
the concern of the person asking, based on the poskim who

used here the term of ‘whoever isn’t afraid of such things
doesn’t need to worry about them (|1T9p N7 ,T'9p X777 |Xn
N'TN1), meaning that one who follows Hashem wholeheartedly
without worrying about things that aren’t Halachic obligations,
gets a heavenly protection and doesn’t need to worry (o”nn
770 N”N U”NR N7ARI TOP U"NR).

Therefore, the Chazon Ish asked the person whether he was
worried about the will’s outcome, and according to their reply,
he instructed him what to do.

Thus we see from all of the above that one must not jump to
conclusions right away, and must advise with a knowledgeable
rabbi whether to go ahead with a Shiduch, as sometimes they
will Pasken and advise based on different concepts and
measures which are considered 1'81'2 ’n TIO.
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Special thank you to Rabbi Meir Shiomo Halberstam for all the hard work in spreading Torah and helping us
with the distribution of our newsletter in his Chashuva Beis Midrash!




