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Shaare Ezra is a one of

a kind, multi-faceted
organization that’s there
for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“wvow. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,
WhatsApp, or e-mail any
halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:
www.askhalacha.com
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Zmanim for New York:

Candle Lighting: 4:10pm

Shabbat ends: 5:14pm
R”T: 5:41pm

Blessings to our generous donor for allowing the continuation of our newsletter to be available around the
NY tristate area, Monsey, Miami, and more. May he and his wife merit to see much Nachat from their chil-
dren and see them grow to be big Talmidei Chachamim!

CREATING FEAR IN THE PUBLIC BY SNEEZING, ETC.

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEW EMAIL NOW?* PARASHADELIGHT@SHIURENJOYMENT.COM
SUBJECT RABBISHAYTAHAN

Is a person who knows that he is not sick,
albeit sneezes once in a while, allowed to
come to public places even if he causes
feelings of fear to those around him who are

afraid of getting sick?

Pasuk refers to DMaT nNaIN, meaning
hurting someone with harsh or painful
words.

Is this to be understood literally and there-
fore the prohibition is only using painful
words, but if one caused the oth-
er pain without words he would
not violate any prohibition? Or
perhaps do we say that one still
violates the above prohibition
without using any words by hurt-
ing him in other ways, such as
giving him the “silent treatment”
or as in our case, when a person
sneezes or blows his nose in a
public place thus causing people
fear?

Rabbi Yaakov Chaim Sofer ad-
dressed this very question in his Sefer Brit
Yaakov (b |no)and brings the following
proofs to show that the violation is by any

given scenario-with words or without.
Can we say that a person who sneezes once

in a while can go about his business and
not worry about others' concerns, since he
isn't doing anything wrong when he knows

When people are in constant fear of getting
sick, especially when the weath-
er changes and starts getting to
be cold like this time of the year
-especially after going through
a period of a pandemic which
made many people overly sensi-
tive about becoming sick-any
person who has a mild symptom
of an illness immediately
spreads fear to many around
him who are fearing the worst.
One can easily sense that when
people move away from the per-
son who sneezed or blew his nose, while
others immediately put on their face

masks.

First he points out that this discussion was
dealt with by the great Sage, Rabbi Yosef
Raphael Hazan (2 "0 2”n 1% 1jpn) who was

he is feeling well?

Let’'s examine the Pasuk in Parashat Behar
(r,n2 xp1) which reads: Do not pain your
friend”.

The simple meaning of this Pasuk is that
any type of pain to the other should be
avoided. But the Gemara explains that this

asked about a case of a person who said
the blessing of 712w m in shul to all the
congregants and deliberately skipped over
one person whom he didn't like, causing
him an embarrassment. Rabbi Hazan wrote
that by doing so he degraded the person,
making him feel as if he was despicable
and ostracized, and that such an act is defi-
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zan proves his statement from a Gmara (XU'Nxn N12
1,M) which states: "Rabbi Yehuda says: ‘One should
not look at merchandise in a store if he has no money
with which to buy™. When a person walks into a store
he should do so only if he has the means to possibly
buy from that store. But if he knows he doesn’t have
any intention to buy from there and merely wants to
“burn time”, or likes going “window shopping” despite
having no intention of buying anything, even if he plans
to buy it but from another store and he walks into this
store just to get to see and test the merchandise be-

fore he buys it elsewhere.

These acts are not allowed because they cause pain
the seller, who feels that he didn’t go through with the
sale after setting his hopes high. We clearly see from
here that the above prohibition is even without saying

any words.

Sefer Yereyim (N2 |n'0) writes that one should not show
his friend a bad face, clearly indicating that one may
not hurt his friend feelings even without using any
words.

We can also come to the same conclusion from the
words of the Chafetz Chaim who wrote (nain 190
T 9 nmwn), that this prohibition applies in any
possible way. The Chafetz Chaim further brings exam-
ples to this, such as writing something or merely
through implication, it's not allowed if his intent was to

cause insult.

Rabbenu Yonah wrote (12 "0 A qww naiwn Nyw), One
who causes his friend pain violates the prohibition of:
Do not pain your friend” (1*,nd> X17'1), Many Rishonim
wrote similarly, including the Rambam nwyn X7 niixn
(X"11) who warns not to pain or anger the other, and
the Sefer Hachinuch who says that one isn’t allowed to
pain the other in any manner.

Accordingly, one can conclude that it’s prohibited to be
in a public place if we cause others fear even without
any speech. But there is one more condition the
Poskim bring down that turns things around and that is
that the person violating must have an intention to in-
sult, hurt, or embarrass the other; but without any such
intention he doesn’t violate any prohibition.

Sefer Kesef Hakodashim (0”70 Jan |n'0) writes this
point openly and this idea is also found in Shulchan
Aruch (0”0 N2 "o n”In) who states: “One may not call
his friend a degrading nickname if he does so deliber-
ately in order to embarrass him, even if the person is
accustomed to others naming him so”’.

Conclusion to the above is that the person spreading
fear doesn’t violate the prohibition of "Do not pain your
friend” since the person doesn’t have any intention of
doing so, but one should still avoid making others feel
uncomfortable because of Rabbi Akiva’'s rule: Do not

do unto others what you don’t want done to you.

PARSHAT VAYISHLACH. ANGELS IN DISGUISE.

Often we enter a Shul and see a Yeshiva Bachur or a
Kollel Avrech (Yungerman) sitting and minding his
own business or learning from a
Sefer. Not much attention is given
to him and definitely not much re-
spect. The people who usually do
receive respect are those who are
more financially stable or those
who hold positions of power. But
what if someone would reveal to us
that this very Avrech who is there in
the corner isn’t a human, though to

the naked eye he looks like everyone else?

Our Parasha begins with the line: “ Dax7n 1pyr N7w
1M97“-Yaakov Avinu sent Malachim ahead of him.
\What are Malachim? In the Chumash, this word

-
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has two different meanings: 1. Messengers 2. Angels.
Rashi explains that here, Malachim means angels.

The Sefer Degel Machane Efraim

explains that sometimes Malachim

are interchangeable; they have

both characteristics and mean both
~ at the same time: humans and an-
gels, but change the way they ap-
pear according to our own percep-
tions.

The Sefer asks on the above pasuk: Why does the
Torah specify '119%* (ahead)? This extra word appears
to be completely unnecessary. If Yaakov was sending
angels out, it is obvious that they were going ahead of

il

him! Degel Machane Efraim answers that angels pos-
sess a special character trait: they are spiritual be-
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ings. But when they come down to this physical world, istence. The Chazon Ish says that they aren’t com-
they appear to be in human form. However, these pared to angels, they aren’t similar to angels but they
‘humans’ in the form of an angel are recognizable only have turned into actual angels. Now, since angels can
to certain individuals. Yaakov Avinu had the recognize each other, we can now un-
ability to recognize them as angels because derstand how Yaakov Avinu recognized
he was on a very high spiritual level. Eisav, those very angels for who they really
on the other hand, was only able to per- were: angels, for he had merited,
ceive them as human beings. through the acquisition of true Torah
knowledge, to become an angel. He was
able to recognize Hashem’s angels for

what they truly were.

This answers the reason it says: 1'197%in,
front of him, which explains that they ap-
peared as angels only in front of Yaakov but
not in front of Eisav, as Eisav perceived

them as regular human beings.

\ One can ask on the Holy Chazon Ish,
how did he know this concept to be
true? This idea is not written anywhere
Eisav was not on the same lofty spiritual in the Torah or Chazal. It must be that
level that Yaakov Avinu had reached, yet we L he himself was upgraded to an angel,
find that Eisav didn’t seem intimidated by them at all, and that is why he was able to understand and enlight-
conversing with them rather casually! With this in mind, en us all with this concept.

we now understand why; he hadn’t known that they're

angels! For if he had known that they were angels,

Eisav would have been convinced to form a truce with May we all work hard, toil in Torah learning, and merit
Yakov much quicker-these beings are literal angels on to reach the high level of becoming n'ax7n!

a mission from Hashem!

2iN R0 ,MIND NY'TY NQITD UKD DINNI 'R [ITND 2N)
We find a fascinating concept in the Igrot Chazon Ish. 13 py 110 89N )10 NNXa 928 .DTN |22 ANTI DIWIN |2
He explains that a person who merits to acquire true _n'-,m,:1 Y3 7'1_, nhhm n'lll"X.?:{.",',D .'m ATMNA
Torah knowledge may look like a human, but he is- ~ 7 T ' T
literally-an actual angel, and therefore lives a lofty ex-
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The sefarim warn the sofrim to be very careful Tagim . By scratching it he now made the “q”
when writing the letter 7 to make sure that the leg appear like the letter “2”.

and the head shouldn't be the same length as then Lema'aseh, many poskim say that in the event that

it becomes a letter w"n instead of . the head and leg look the way it is here in this Me-

zuzah, where the leg is a bit longer than the

head, then the sofer should

In this Mezuzah the sofer initially wrote the leg of w7+ —* | decide if it looks to him like a

the letter “9” long enough to be kosher (though the a3 17&7 1=% “9” which he can then let it

correct way to write it is such that the leg should be ; -7 :7 pass. If he is in doubt, then
twice the length of the head); but when it came he should ask a kid to see if
time to do the Tagin (The crown) on top of the letter ”ﬂ ! he would recognize it.

“w” of the word q"Mywal there was no room for _

them. Therefore he scratched a little off the leg of ,”ﬂ , -’

the “7” above the letter “w” allowing space for the gag ""ﬁ&ﬂ |

P
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Special thank you to Rabbi Shimon Einstadter for his dedication to the community




