ot

L

J Volume 2, Issue 52

Parshat Mishpatem

Pk

DR G zra

Blessings to our generous donor for allowing the continuation of our newsletter to be available around the
NY tristate area, Monsey, Miami, and more. May he and his wife merit to see much Nachat from their chil-
dren and see them grow to be big Talmidei Chachamim!

Zmanim for New York:

Candle Lighting: 5:15pm

Shabbat ends: 6:16pm
R”T: 6:47pm

Shaare Ezra is a one of
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feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
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one, therefore we offer
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WhatsApp, or e-mail any
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may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the
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Call/Text:
347918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:
www.askhalacha.com
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EARTHQUAKES IN THE TORAH

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*TO RECEIVE THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER PLEASE NEXT OUR HOTLINE 347-918-4088

What is an earthquake? Is it a natural event that
is caused when underground rocks suddenly
break, resulting in the movements of the ground,
or does it happen because Hashem cries and His
tears fall in the ocean causing the earthquake?

As we watch the horrific devastation of
the earthquake in Turkey and Syria, one W
wonders if the Torah mentions anything
about such calamities. Does the Torah E
gives any insights of why such things .
happen?

Many feel that since we don’t really
know why things happen in the world,
it's not our business to deal with such
questions. Others say that catastrophes,
such as the movements of the earth, is
a natural occurring event, and therefore we have
to deal with this question in a scientific way. Alt-
hough both approaches are correct, we also
should realize that the Gemara deals with such
questions as well and suggests a totally different
understanding to it.

Chazal explained the reasons of many worldly
events, and we will try to take a glimpse into their
fascinating way of seeing things and see if they
contradict science; or if Chazal and science actu-
ally complement each other.

The Torah says (Tu-a',0 N1 NwW19) that whenever
Hashem gets very angry, to the point that He
wants to destroy the world, a rainbow appears in
the sky. After the destruction of the world in No-
ah’s time, Hashem made a treaty not to destroy
the world again. To express Hashem’s anger at
those times He forms a rainbow in the sky.

The Gemara (2,7v niumnd) tells us that when
Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levy passed away he was
greeted by Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai who wanted
to know how righteous he is. The ultimate test
that would define his level was whether a rainbow
appeared in his lifetime. If it didn’t, it will prove he
was such a person who was able to protect his

generation.

But we all know that rainbows are formed for a
totally different reason. After a rainy day, the sun-
light enters the water droplets which are still in
the atmosphere. Then the light reflects off the
inside of the droplets and when the
light exits the droplet it forms a rain-
bow.

Since Chazal explained many of the
worldly events in other ways, many
started to express doubts in their holy
words, since today we know why the
earth and nature behaves the way it
does.

So the question is asked again, which
approach is correct—is it the natural explanation
of the scientists or is it Hashem’s treaty? Or may-
be they can both be true?

Here is another example which is more relevant to
the earthquake:

The Mishna (X,T1 nId11) says that we recite a
Beracha D71y Xm minal indw when we
experience one of the following four natural
events: strong winds, thunder, lightning and
earthquakes.

The Vilna Gaon (npM2a 1n'7x nnw) explains that
the Mishna mentioned the four elements of the
world: fire, water, earth and air. The thunder is
categorized as fire, the thunder is water, the wind
is the air and the earthquake is the earth.

This teaches us that all of “nature’s powers” are
controlled by Hashem. Nothing is natural, or to
say it better—all nature is from Hashem. The
mefarshim say that the numerical value of the
word nature in Hebrew is yaon - 86, the same as
Hashem’s numerical value - Elokim, to teach us
that nature is Hashem in disguise.

The Gemara (X,01 npM]) explains that the
earthquake phenomenon is due to the fact /

Sponsorship /Dedications available!

Text: 347-918-4088



ot

J PAGE 2

<

I EARTHQUAKES IN THE TORAH |

that Hashem is so sad when He thinks about His children, Am
Yisrael, which are thrown amongst the nations, and He starts
crying. When Hashem cries, two tears come out of His eyes
and land in the big ocean. The reaction of those tears falling
to the ocean is the earthquake which is accompanied with an
extremely loud sound.

In today’'s terms, this might be referring to what is better
known as a tsunami, which is when an earthquake occurs in
the ocean, thus causing a rush of huge waves to the shores.
As an aside, there is an interesting insight here that the Ge-
mara mentions. The Gemara explains that the two tears rep-
resent the fact that the earthquakes usually come one after
another, which is probably what is known today as a
“secondary earthquake” or an “aftershock”, which many
times, is as deadly as the first earthquake.

Of course, when Chazal used such words to describe
Hashem’s sadness and crying, they didn’'t mean it literally,
since Hashem isn't a human and doesn’t have a body or
tears, but they used metaphoric ways to explain to us
Hashem'’s reactions to the events.

After scientists have learned the natural causes to each
event, many have asked how the Torah and Chazal can possi-
bly mention reasons which don’t seem to be aligned with the
reality.

The Maharal Miprag (w'w X2 ,n7an X)) answers this
dilemma in a very powerful way.

The Maharal says that the Torah and our Sages aren’t busy
with science; it's beneath them to deal with natural causes.
Rather, they teach us the spiritual reasons of why the nature

behaves the way it does. The Torah deals with the spiritual
causes which bring forth the natural causes of the outcomes.
The Torah tells us things that are beyond our abilities to com-
prehend or find out scientifically. The reason to this is simple,
if the Torah was to tell us the natural reason of things, it
would be merely a science book and no better than any text-
book or science book. In other words, there would be nothing
special or Godly about such a book.

Let's take as an example the rainbows we discussed above:
yes, those beautiful colors which come out of the rainbow are
due to the sunlight entering the droplets, but did one ever
wonder why Hashem decided to engage the sunlight and
droplets at that very time? Is it a coincidence or is it heavenly
planned? There are many other times that it rains and still no
rainbow appears in the sky. Moreover, why was it raining that
day? Who decided it should rain?

The Torah says it's not a coincidence at all. Rather, at that
very moment, Hashem is angry—to the point that He would
destroy the world—but since He had a treaty that whenever He
feels that way He would bring out a rainbow instead, the drop-
lets become colorful and the rainbow appears.

This may be applied by an earthquake as well. When Hashem
sees His children suffering by the nations, He is saddened to
the point that two tears fall from His eyes into the ocean, and
cause underground plates to rub against each other resulting
in the sudden release of an earthquake.

This idea should send us a reminder that although we should
feel the pain of those who are suffering, we shouldn’t ignore
the pain of Hashem, Who is in great pain at that very moment
over our own hardships.

“ ALLIGATORS AND HASHEM’S LOVE.

One sunny Florida day, in the Gregorian year 2000, a nice
young man by the name of Jerry Michael Williams went out
fishing and disappeared without any trace. When his wife no-
ticed it was a while since he came home, she noti- — 5
fied the authorities that something seems wrong. =
After an extensive search, the authorities conclud- -
ed that Jerry’'s boat must had been overturned . |.
and he fell into the water. Since this Floridian lake &+,
was ridden with alligators, they assumed that they “
ate him until there were no remains left. !
The case was closed and everyone at the detec-
tive’s department went on to the next case. Even Jerry’'s wife
moved on and remarried, starting a new life for herself.
But not quite everyone has forgotten about Jerry. His mother,
an older woman, was unable to accept the detectives’ closure
and went on a years-long search to find out what happened to
her beloved son. She hired private investigators, and regularly
put ads in local magazines/newspapers looking for her son.
She spoke on various television programs, and took to the
streets on main intersections every single day, with a big sign
imploring the public to give her information regarding her son.
She even wrote a letter to the mayor every single day.
After twenty tireless years of researching and investigating,
she finally uncovered evidence that Jerry had not fallen off his
\ boat, but rather was murdered—by his own wife! She

didn’t rest until justice was brought for her son, and his W|fe
was convicted after revealing Jerry’s fate.
Such unwavering, persistent love is found only with a parent.
Only a mother or a father would have the strength
and energy to continue searching for 20 years to
find out what had happened to their child.
$ Similarly, on a happy note, a parent will persist as
well with their child’s happy occasions.
For example, at weddings everyone is dancing! It
= is not necessarily easy to differentiate between
the parents of the couple who are getting married
and the guests, since all are happy and dancing. However,
one can easily know who the parents are after the wedding. If
one happened to visit the parents’ home, one is sure to see
the photos of the joyous simcha on the walls and fridge for
years to come. The parents feel their children’s’ simcha forev-
er.
In the end of this week’s Parasha, we read of a vision of Ha-
shem resting on a beautiful sapphire brick. Rashi explains
that the brick had two purposes. One was to remind Hashem
of the nation’s harsh labor and the other was an expression
of joy that the nation had left Mitzrayim. This same brick was
also in front of Hashem when the nation was suffering from
slavery in Mitzrayim, whose labor was to form and make

bricks. /
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The same brick signified both emotions of Hashem about his
children—joy and sadness. Hashem feels our joy and pain
simultaneously. A regular person can’'t be happy and sad at
the same time, but Hashem can hold space for both emo-
tions at the same time. Even more so, this spectacular vision
was shown only AFTER leaving Mitzrayim. This illustrates that
Hashem feels our pain not only when we are going through
suffering, but even after!

A human being’s happiness and sadness becomes lost after

a while, but Hashem'’s feelings of our emotions lasts forever.
This demonstrates just how much Hashem loves us, His chil-
dren, to an even greater degree than the love of a father for a
son. Additionally, just as Hashem feels our happiness and
sadness, He feels every single other emotion we experience
as well. All the successes and failures, the highs and the
lows—every single moment. This is the unending love that He
has for us.

1TNIN NI |"ANND "N

In the aftermath of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria, and the
heart-breaking attacks in Israel, many wonder whether one
should avoid visiting such places that often experience catastro-
phes and terrorism, or rather a person should put his trust and
faith in Hashem, since it is not possible for a person to be
harmed unless it was decreed so from above, and if he is des-
tined to be harmed, there is no power in the world
that can change or stop that.

Everything is from above.
Apparently, from the words of our Sages in several >
places, we learn that everything that happens in'
the world is from above. Therefore, one who
trusts Hashem should not fear that he will get hurt, for there is
no death without sin (Shabbat (2,m) and everything is in the
hands of heaven (x,7 niamo).

The Gemara (x,27 npna) brings a story of a place which was
terrorized by a creature called “Arod” that was harming people.
They came and informed Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa of the crea-
ture, he then asked them to show him where the creature’s
hole was, and after he saw it he put his foot on the opening of
the hole and the creature came out. As the creature saw the
Rabbi he bit him; but instead of hurting the Rabbi, the Arod
died! The Rabbi then declared: my students learn! It’s not the
Arod that brings death, but it’s the sin that brings death. At that
time they said: “Woe to the man who was struck by an Arod,
and woe to the Arod who was struck by R’Hanina ben Dosa.”

We are also familiar of the Gemara’s (Rosh Hashanah (a,7v)
words: Three books are opened on Rosh Hashanah, one for the
completely wicked, one for the completely righteous, and one
for the mediocre. The completely righteous are written and
signed immediately for life, the completely wicked are written
and signed immediately for death, and the mediocre, those
that fall in between the other 2 ends of the spectrum, have
their fate pending until Yom Kippur.

We see from all of the above that if a person gets harmed, it is
because it was declared so from heaven.

Taking caution even if we aren’t supposed to be

\harmed.

On the other hand, there are many statements from Chazal

which teach us that a person should not put himself in danger-

ous places in which he can get harmed. For example, the Gema-

ra (X,27 Naw) warns not to go to dangerous places since it

might be that, even if a person doesn’t deserve to be harmed,

still he might be harmed since a miracle would not be per-
formed for him.

Working out the contradiction

The answer to this contradiction is openly ad-
dressed in the Sefer Meslat Yesharim (Chapter 9)
who explains that there is a clear distinction be-
tween a person who is negligent about his safety
and puts himself in a place of danger, where then he is not pro-
tected from above, to one who does not do anything danger-
ous. Therefore, whatever was decreed upon him is destined to
come to him.

These are the holy words of the Mesilat Yesharim: “Perhaps
you will ask: we see that the Sages everywhere obligated a man
to guard himself well and not put himself in danger even if he is
a righteous person with many merits. For instance, Chazal said:
‘everything is in the hands of heaven except colds and heat
strokes’ (Ketubot 30a) and the Torah says ‘you shall guard your-
selves very carefully (Devarim 4:15)’. Hence one should not
decide to ‘trust Hasem’ in all situations, and in the Talmud
Yerushalmi (Berachot 3, see also Chulin 142a) they said to be
careful even when performing a Mitzva!"

The answer is that there is fear which is considered good and
there is fear which is considered bad. There is justified fear and
there is foolish fear. There is trust [in Hashem] and there is
recklessness.

Hashem made man with intellect and clear reasoning so that he
may guide himself in the right way and avoid harmful things
which were created to punish the wicked.

But someone who does not want to conduct himself in an intel-
ligent manner and exposes himself to dangers, this is not trust
in Hashem, but rather foolishness. Such a person is actually
sinning, in that he is acting against the Will of Hashem, Who
desires that a man guard himself.

The foolish fear is when a man wants to add protection upon
protection, and fear upon fear, devising precautions for his

Special Thanks to Moshe Reyhanian & Ehsan Reyhanian for leading the distributing in great neck & five town. May Hashem
give you all the brachot
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precautions in such a way that this results in neglect of Torah
study and Divine Service.

The general principle to distinguish between the two types of
fear is, as our Sages specified, saying: "where harm is likely, it is
different" (Pesachim 8b).

For in a place where harm is likely, it is proper to guard oneself.
But in a place where there is no known danger one should not
fear.

In those words of the Mesilat Yesharim we learn a clear distinc-
tion between times and places which are considered dangerous
and must stay away from, to times in which he should not wor-
ry and go about his way normally.

In the event that one goes to a dangerous place and gets
harmed, he should not think that it is from heaven, but rather
he brought it upon himself.

One might ask why Hashem allows righteous people to be
harmed, why wouldn’t He protect them even though they went
to dangerous places?

The Sefer Hachinuch (inpn nixn) addresses this question and says
that Hashem does not change anything in the world to perform

a miracle, even for righteous people, since Hashem wants the
world to go on its natural way.

The Rashbash (nxp o n,p © nawn nnea xan) divides the
lifespan of people to three categories:

People who are given a set amount of years to live. Those peo-
ple won't die earlier or later than what was given to them.
People who are added an extension of a few more years on top
of what was given to them for their righteousness, and people
who are deducted from their life years due to their sins.

People who go to dangerous places or behave dangerously
could end their life earlier than what was set for them.

Because of the last category, one must be careful not to put
himself in such places and avoid dangerous places.

This obviously includes doing things that are harmful, such as
smoking or getting drunk and even constantly eating unhealthy
foods, which is the main cause of heart diseases, the leading
cause of death globally.

In conclusion, one must examine whether what he is do-

ing and where he is going is safe; and if he determined
thatitisn’t, he should avoid going.
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Get Your Megilah Early.
Don't Wait Until The
Last Moment

CALL OR TexT Us
(347) 918-4088

Rabbi Shdy Tahan
347-666-3467

Do You HAVE A
HALACHA QUESTION?

Under The Leadership Of
Rabbi Shay Tahan
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