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Shaare Ezra is a one of
a kind, multi-faceted
organization that’s there
for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“wbw. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,
WhatsApp, or e-mail any
halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:

www.askhalacha.com
Over 2,000 classes can be
found at

Rabbishaytahan.com
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Parshat Acharei mot-

Kedoshim

Zmanim for New York:

Candle Lighting: 7:30pm

Shabbat ends: 8:34pm
R’T 9:02pm

Note of gratitude To Our generous donor for the continuing support and help.
May Hashem answer all his prayers and merit to see his children become Talmidei Hachamim!
Thank you.

We would like to express our appreciation to the gracious donor and his partner for partnering with us on this
project and supporting our Kollel. May there always be Shalom in their home and work place and have the merit
to keep helping Klal Israel.

MAY ONE TAKE ALLERGY MEDICATIONS ON SHABBAT?

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*TO RECEIVE THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER PLEASE TEXT OUR HOTLINE 347-9 18-4088

Spring allergy season typically starts around Pe-
sach and extends into mid-July. Pollinating trees
usually mark the start of spring allergy season.

A sensitivity to pollen causes the body to
produce an abundance of allergic anti-
bodies. These reactions can lead to vari-

) ’ N disturbing symptoms. Moreover, he says
ouds sympt;ms SUCQ o ;]tchy and watery, ' 9(% that one is also considered sick if he
red eyes, Bags under the eyes, a runny must strain himself to do things like go

nose, sneezing and congestion, an itchy
nose, and pressure in the nose and si-
nuses, coughing and/or sore throats.

The common medications for allergies
such as Claritin can bring immediate relief, but is
one allowed to take them on Shabbat?

Our Sages restricted taking medication on Shab-
bat because at the time of Chazal medications
were prepared by grinding herbs; since many peo-
ple were familiar with the method of preparation,
our Sages restricted as a safeguard, so people
won’t grind the herbs to prepare the medications
on Shabbat.

This prohibition was only for those who had mild
symptoms which didn’t affect the entire body and
didn’t make a person to feel like he needs to lay
down—otherwise he would be categorized as
“sick” and the prohibition would be uplifted, as
Chazal permitted to take medication if one is sick.

When someone isn’t sick, although he might feel
irritated because of the allergy symptoms, he isn’t
permitted to take medications. What then can
one do to relieve his discomfort?

There are several leniencies found in the Poskim:

' to shul, when normally he would stay

Rav Nissim Karelits (i1 nix va p1a naw nw vin) explains
that one is Halachically categorized as sick and
may take medications if he can’t cope regularly
because of his discomfort or pain. This is many
times the case with allergy-sufferers, as
those who are affected by them have

home because of his condition, he is
still considered sick and thus allowed to
take medications.

If a person feels that the symptoms might start
later in the day and wants to take the pills as a
preventative, he is also permitted to do so. Some
permit medications for someone who feels
healthy at the present moment (Shuichan Aruch oo
;" qwo n"aw) while others permitted medications if

it is taken as a preventative ( naw nimwn 1ao 21p 190
NTA N7 [NTINK7Y NNI9T 72U T719).

If the allergy might potentially cause a real sick-
ness, then one can definitely take medications
just like he would be permitted to take the medi-
cations when he will get sick. This is very relevant
with airborne pollen which can trigger asth-
ma, making breathing difficult and leading to

DO YOU LIKE THIS NEWSLETTER? BE PART OF THE
ZIKUl HARABIM!!

THIS NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN,
CHICAGO, FIVE TOWNS, GREAT NECK, LOS ANGELES,
MIAMI, MONSEY, PHOENIX, QUEENS AND TORONTO !

DONATE TODAY TO HAVE A PART IN OUR GROWTH.

BECOME A PARTNER FOR $180 MONTHLY FOR 12

MONTHS!
CONTACT 347-666-3467 TO SPONSOR TODAY!
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I MAY ONE TAKE ALLERGY MEDICATIONS ON SHABBAT? |

coughing, wheezing, and shortness of breath (qwo 1 pa 27ww
).

Some poskim permit using medication if the person started
taking them before Shabbat. According to this opinion, one
should start taking those pills before Shabbat so he may con-
tinue taking them on Shabbat (naw ’© nrnin 1902 %P w7). Many
Poskim argued on that leniency saying that it’s only permitted
to continue taking medication on Shabbat if refraining from
doing so on Shabbat would affect the potency/effectiveness
of the medication. An example to such would be antibiotics,

that only are affective if taken daily, and if one were to stop
taking them for one day, they would lose some of their de-
sired effect.

There is also another permissible way to take the pills by ei-
ther mixing it before Shabbat into food, like for example a
yogurt or apple sauce (7 quo mmn nuta n”wann) taking it in a
different way than the normal way ('12'w2) [i.e., to wrap the pill
in a small piece of tissue and swallow it together (n”n naw nnwn
10 V”Ilv owa nw o).

“ DOES HASHEM DWELL WITH THOSE WHO ARE IMPURE AND CONTAMINATED?

We all know that Hashem’s Divine Presence dwells upon our
nation. We also know that the more righteous and holy our
nation is, the more the Divine Presence rests upon us, but
are there times which Hashem completely rejects us and re-
moves His presence from us?

In our Parsha (Achrei Mot) there are two verses
dealing with the above question which seem to
completely contradict each other.

-
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In the middle of the parsha, the Pasuk ( xp1
,10) says that Hashem dwells with the nation
even when the Nation of Israel is impure and con- ===
taminated, Hashem still dwells with us. This obvi-

ously shows the unconditional love that Hashem has for our
nation, but when we read the very last verse of the Parsha
(7,n* xp1) we see a totally different approach. That Pasuk
says: “you shall safeguard my laws, not to do any of the
abominable traditions that were done before you (by the gen-
tiles), and not contaminate yourselves through them, | am
Hashem your God”'.

Rashi comments that the Pasuk ends saying *’I am your God™
directly after commanding to keep the Torah’s laws and stay
away from abominations, meaning to say that “| am Hashem
your God only when your keep my laws, but if you’ll contami-
nate yourselves and become impure, | will not be your God
and will remove my Presence from you”.

These two Pesukim seem to clearly contradict each other, as
one says that Hashem’s Presence stays forever with us, even
if we are contaminated, while the other pasuk says the oppo-
site, that He can’t dwell with a contaminated nation.

The answer to the above is clear once a person sees the vers-
es in their context, as the two verses speak of very different
scenarios. In order to understand this, we first need to learn
about the concept of Tum’ah—impurity which has different
meanings in different places in the Torah.

\ Sometimes Tum’ah means to be spiritually impure, as a
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n)‘n,w ~« Torah comes to assure him that Hashem doesn’t
amid their contamination. Rashi explains that PP

negative power surrounds the person. This impurity has the
ability to contaminate others in different ways, for example,
by touching. Other times it doesn’t have anything to do with
such impurity, despite bearing the same name granted by the
Torah, Tum’ah.

When the verse says that Hashem dwells with the
impure, it is in the context of those who became
impure through touching a corpse. Such a person
~ T might have thought that Hashem would not want

"« to dwell with him with such impurity, hence the

take away His Divine Presence from him.

But when the Torah speaks of forbidden things,
the Torah calls them Tam’eh—impure, although they don’t
carry any spiritual impurity. For example, when the Torah
speaks of non-Kosher animals such as dogs and horses, the
verse called them Tam’eh animals. The Torah clearly doesn’t
mean that they carry any sort of Tum’ah, as touching a dog
would not render one spiritually impure, but it merely means
that those animals are forbidden to eat.

At the end of our Parsha the Torah speaks of the worst sins
one can commit—the sins of immorality in its many forms.
Worse yet, the pasuk screams of the fact that instead of a
being ashamed and embarrassed for committing those hor-
rendous sins, in some places they made them legal and are
viewed in a positive manner and a source of pride. That Ha-
shem can’t tolerate at all.

In order to express the severity of those actions, the Torah
calls them Tam’eh. Though they don’t contaminate a person,
since they are so severe, the Pasuk says that when a society
approves of such behaviors and even more so, makes them
into a source of pride, Hashem immediately removes His
Presence from them, as Hashem doesn’t want to be around
such immorality.

May we as a nation learn to stay above those sins and keep
Hashem always together with us.
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“ HANDLING GARBAGE ON SHABBAT.

We all have much garbage piling up as we prepare our
Shabbat meals and after we wrap up the Seudah, but we
don’t always realize how many Halachic questions and con-
cerns are involved with handling the garbage on Shabbat.
In this article we will try BH to learn some of the concerns
one needs to be careful with, and how to avoid them.

Is garbage Muktse?

Garbage is Muktse (17 qwo nv |n'0 v”w) and may not be
moved on Shabbat. The exception that allows us to remove
the garbage is if it's around people and bothers them, ei-
ther because of its disgust, smell or because it's
just uncomfortable to be around. The name of
such garbage is Graf Shel Reyi.

Since its considered Graf Shel Reyi, it may be tak-
en and removed to make the place that people
stay more pleasant.

Are garbage cans Muktse? Can one bring the gar-
bage can to the table to make the cleaning pro-
cess after the meal easier?

An empty and clean garbage can is called maxmw "2
1107, This category allows to move the can if needed, thus
it may be moved to put garbage in it. This is true whether it
has a bag in it or does not. (bn QW0 11 p1a 2”’wwa NaIN
7P P70 Nw 10 2”7awnnn |2 TA%w X”itnn). Still, one may not
move the empty garbage can without any reason (ninJIx
NNW N2%0 L' M9 Naw).

After bringing the empty garbage can to the table and emp-
tying the garbage to the can, one may bring back the gar-
bage to the kitchen because it is unpleasant to have the
garbage in the dining place.

In the event that there is some garbage in the can, or even
if it doesn’t have any garbage but its dirty, then the garbage
can is Muktse. Therefore, one may not bring this garbage
can to the table to make it easier to clean the leftover food,
but must rather take the food to the garbage.

May one move the Garbage can after the garbage was emp-
tied from it?

Since garbage is Muktse, when it is placed in the can, the
can becomes Muktse as well, known in halacha as Basis
0'01, therefore even after removing the garbage, it should
not be moved even if it's perfectly clean.

May one throw garbage into an empty garbage can, thus
causing it to become Basis?

Although normally one isn’t allowed to place Muktse on
Shabbat (such as Graf Shel Reyi) into a vessel that will
cause it to become Basis 0'01, here the Poskim permitted

because the can is made for the garbage. (2'w'2x% w”man
N2 NUN 12 19 2”7wwi 279 NX¥pIn phX! NIAw1 NaIn).

Is the lid of the garbage can Muktse? May one step on the
‘step open trash cans'?

One may open the lid of the garbage can, because it's con-
sidered 0'~? Maxmw 2. Such Muktse is permitted to
move if one needs to use it, hence one is permitted to pick
up the lid in order to place the garbage in it. One may also
place the lid back on the garbage can ( L' 19 Naw NINIX
anw na%n). Similarly, it is permitted to step on the
‘step open can’ to open it.

May one open a cabinet that has in it a garbage
can? What if the cabinet is made solely for the
purpose of throwing garbage?

If the cabinet in made solely for the garbage one
may not open it on Shabbat as it is Muktse just
like the garbage in it (unless there is no garbage in
it yet), but if it's made to store other things as well
besides the Muktse, then it’s fine to open (n27n 2 9 2”’ww
).

Are food/candy wrappers Muktse? Are empty food bags
such as potato chip bags Muktse? How about empty soda
cans etc.?

Many poskim wrote that empty food bags and cans are
Muktse since after emptying them they are not used for
anything. In previous generations, people used to recycle
bags and cans and reuse them for storage. But today it's
widely uncommon, as people dispose of them as soon as
they are emptied, thus getting the status of Muktse. Still,
one may discard those bags after use since they are consid-
ered as Graf Shel Reyi (2' nun b ;9 2”ww).

May one take the garbage out of the house once full?

If the garbage smells bad or the garbage can is filled to the
top, one may take it outside his house, provided that the
place is gated or that it has a valid Eruv ( n2%n 12 p1a 2"ww
).

May one tie the garbage bag before disposing it?
One may not tie the bag because it's a permanent knot
meant to stay this way without untying it.

May a new plastic bag be placed in the empty can?
Yes, since those bags are clean at the time they are placed
in the can. It is permitted to open the bags and place them

in the can. /
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Do You HAVE A
HALACHA QUESTION?
CANR@®RAIEXEUS
(347) 918-4088

Under The Leadership Of
Rabbi Shay Tahan

You Always Wanted To L'ea'r?n‘:iv.'f
Safrut. 5

Safrut Course Opening At
Rabbi Shay Tahan's Kollel

Serious Inquiries Only (347)918-4088

Mehudar Tefilin & Mezuzot
Sell & Check

Dedications from our Partners

REFUAH SHELEMA
ESTHER BAT MAZAL
RACHAMIM BEN MIRIAM

LiLUI NISHMAT
HANUKA BEN YOSEF YOSOFOV
DAVID BEN ZOHOV

REFUAH SHELEMA
NEKADAM BAT TOVIA,
BENAMIN BEN TOVA,
DAVID BEN TAMARA,
TAMARA BAT NEKADAM, ITZKIYA BEN ELANA,
NATAN BEN ZULAICHA

MAY HASHEM SEND SPECIAL STRENGTH IN TORAH AND ALL THE BERACHOT TO DAVID AKIVA AND RACHEL LEON.

IN HONOR OF OUR DEAREST FRIEND MR SHIMON RAKHAMIMOV FROM BET-JUHURO .
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK HARAV YOSEF COHEN SHLITA FOR DISTRIBUTINGOUR OUR NEWSLETTERS IN PAssAIC, NJ. MAY HASHEM BLESS HIM WITH ALL
THE BERACHOT OF THE TORAH.
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