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Shaare Ezra is a one of
a kind, multi-faceted
organization that’s there
for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“w ow. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,
WhatsApp, or e-mail any
halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:
www.askhalacha.com

Over 2,000 classes can be
found at

Rabbishaytahan.com
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Parshat Tazrea-Metzora
Zmanim for New York:
Candle Lighting: 7:23pm
Shabbat ends: 8:26pm
R”T 8:55pm

Special Hakarat Hatov To Our generous donor for his constant help and support.
May Hashem answer all his prayers and merit to see his children become Talmidei Hachamim!
Thank you.

BIRKAT HAILANOT

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*TO RECEIVE THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER PLEASE TEXT OUR HOTLINE 347-918-4088
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The Gemara (2,22 N1372) says:“’one
who comes out on the days of Nissan -
and sees trees that are blossoming should recite
the Bracha: Blessed is Hashem who has withheld
nothing from His world, and has created in it
beautiful creatures and trees for human beings to
enjoy’’.

There are many things that the Poskim learn
from the above words of the Gemara.

It says: ‘one who goes out’. The Poskim argued on
the meaning of where one needs to go out to.
According to Rav Chaim Palagi (nix 8”0 'n 727 Tuin
'T) one goes out of the city to the fields in the
outskirts of the city to recite the Bracha. However,
many argued on this interpretation. Chacham
Ovadia wrote that it only means that one who
goes out of his house and sees the trees.
Le’'maase if one can go out of his city, he should
but it’'s not a requirement. (10 TINY 2”N X"7NIN
1A' TNV Noa v”Itni).

It says: ‘on the days of Nissan’'. The poskim ar-
gued whether the time of the Bracha is limited to
the month of Nissan or Chazal just mentioned
Nissan because in that time it is common for the
trees to blossom. According to Kabala the words
of the gemara are precise and one shouldn’t say
the bracha before Nissan and not after. But many

allowed saying the Bracha after Nissan if one
missed saying it in the month of Nissan (21”awn
NX”p0 121 |n'0).

The last day of the month of Nissan is Rosh Cho-
desh. Since the month of lyar has two days of
Rosh Chodesh, therefore the first
day of Rosh Chodesh is still consid-
ered from the month of Nissan and
counted as the 30t day of Nissan.

It says: ‘sees trees’. One may not
say the Bracha on vegetable bush-
es or on a detached tree branch
which is not planted in the earth.
One may say the Bracha on a tree that grows in a
flowerpot (N”1n Dwa 1p TINY NDa qoI' LIPY!
("poamp).

It says: ‘sees trees’. In order to be able to say the
Bracha one must see the blossoming trees first.
One can’t say this if he doesn’t see the trees. For
example, if it's dark at night one must illuminate
the area and see the trees before reciting the
Bracha. If the trees are covered by a wall, he can’t
say the bracha. Also, a blind person may not say
the Bracha since he can’t see the trees.

It says ‘trees’. plural, which some poskim learn
that the requirement is to have at least two fruit
trees (VAXN2 NN K”T'NNI N”20 27N VP70 N71IY
nxp NiR),but many argue that one tree is sufficient
and therefore if it's hard to find more than one
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fruit tree, one may recite the Bracha over one tree.

One should try not to look at the tree which is blossoming if
he doesn’t want to say the Bracha at that moment, but if he
did look at it he did not lose the opportunity to say the bracha
and may still say it later on. (0”0 121 "0 NN Nawn).

It says: ‘trees that are blossoming’. Which teach us that in
order to say the Bracha one must see a fruit tree.

It says: ‘trees that are blossoming’. Which means that the
trees are budding with flowers. If the flowers didn’t yet bud or
the flowers fell off the tree for the fruit to appear, the Bracha
may not be said.

If there are fruits on the tree, but still have some flowers
which didn’t fall out yet, one may say the Bracha.

Finally, it should be noted that although one isn’t obligated to

search for blossoming fruit trees in order to say the blessing
on it, it is very important to do so. The Zohar and the Meku-
balim explain that there are many souls which are stuck in the
trees as punishment for their sins.

The students of the great Arizal say over that he once went
out to the field and saw that it was filled with souls which did-
n't get to their level in the next world. The students saw that
the Ari was speaking to invisible creatures which they couldn’t
see. When the students asked the Ari about this, he explained
that when the souls saw the holy and great sage, the Arizal,
they came to plead with him for help. The Ari told the students
that if they could have seen the souls, they would see that the
place had many lost souls. He explained that when we say the
Bracha on the trees those souls are elevated to their destina-
tions in the world to come, therefore one should make an ef-
fort not to lose out on this precious and important Bracha.

THE INNER CAUSE OF RABBI AKIVA’S STUDENTS’ DEATH.

The period of Sefirat HaOmer coincides with a time of mourn-
ing over the death of the 24,000 students of Rabbi Akiva.
The Gemara explains that the students died because they did
not afford one another proper respect and hon-

or. An obvious question arises: why were they /1
unable to respect each other correctly? Aren’t
Talmidei Chachamim supposed to have exem- {5
plary middot and give everyone the proper re- &5
spect that they deserve?
Moreover, the Chazon Ish explained that if one 8
does not have proper middot, he cannot grow :
and excel in their Torah learning as well. How then were Rab-
bi Akiva's students able to reach such high learning levels
without respecting each other properly?

Furthermore, why does the Gemara specify that these schol-
ars were Rabbi Akiva’s students, instead of simply calling
them Talmidei Chachamim? It's unlikely that the reason is
due to a fault Rabbi Akiva in any way or that he taught them
the wrong way.

To answer these questions, we first need to know that Rabbi
Akiva had extremely high standards in every field of the Torah
and the Mitzvot.

For example, Rabbi Akiva famously taught: ‘ve’ahavta ler-
e’acha kamocha’: you love your fellow as you love yourself.
Although this is a verse in the Torah, Rabbi Akiva added to it
that it’s the ‘klal gadol batorah’- this is a big principle of the
Torah. Rabbi Akiva viewed this concept as the main funda-
mental principle that the entire Torah stands on. If one
doesn’t love the other as much as he loves himself, he is de-
faulting on the entire Torah.

It is very difficult to live up to the standard of loving others
the way we love ourselves! These students, as high as they
were, could not succeed in attaining as much respect and
love for their fellows as they had for themselves.

Now, since Rabbi Akiva was the mentor of those 24,000 stu-
dents, he also set the tone, and they had to live up to his
standards. The fact that they couldn’t live up to it cost them

\their lives.

This idea that whenever one sets standards, he and his sur-
roundings are affected by it and must therefore live up to it,
is found in various places in our Torah:
For example, when the angels came to remove
-.“-._- Lot (Avraham’s brother-in-law), from the city of
Sedom, he told them that while he was living in
=4 Sedom, he was considered a Tzaddik amongst
the wicked which merited him being saved
| from the same fate met by Sedom. But now

he would be considered wicked amongst
Tzaddikim, and will no longer be worthy of being saved.
Another example of this idea is when the Isha HaTzorfit asks
Eliyahu Hanavi, “Did you come tonight to remind me of my
sins”? Rashi explains that before Eliyahu Hanavi arrived, she
was considered righteous amongst the people and was wor-
thy of receiving lots of good from Hashem. Now that Eliyahu
was in her home, she was not considered anything special
anymore, thus her sins were being recalled, and she would
be unworthy of Hashem sending her any goodness.

We learn from here that the standards that an individual up-
holds affects all those around them as well.

This is what happened with Rabbi Akiva’s students—they
were held to his standards and judged accordingly.

We also learn that disrespect for Talmidei Chachamim is
judged much more harshly than disrespect for the general
public. The Gemara tells us of a big Rabbi called Nechemia
who had a novel theory that every time it says “et” (nx) in the
Torah, it comes to add/teach something.

For example, in the commandment “ qaX NXI J'aX NX T1d—
honor your father and your mother” the word “et” is placed in
front of both father, and mother. R’Nechemia deduced from
this that the “et” comes to include your father's wife: she
must be honored as well, even if she is not your mother. How-
ever, R’"Nechemia got stuck when he reached the verse say-
ing: “et Hashem Elokecha tira—you should fear Hashem”.
There is an ‘et’ added in front of Hashem’s name, but who
can possibly be included in the commandment to fear as/
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much as one should fear Hashem? He wondered if he was
wrong about his “et” theory, thus R’Nechemia retracted his
theory in all other verses which says this word.

This was until Rabbi Akiva taught that the “et” in this pasuk
includes Talmidei Chachamim. The Pasuk commands us,
according to Rabbi Akiva, to fear Talmidei Chachamim to the

level we fear Hashem.

Rabbi Akiva taught this lesson to his students and held them
to that high standard as well, but that was an extremely high
level to achieve which his students, as much as they tried,
couldn’t reach.

“ WHAT IS THE CORRECT BRACHA FOR MATZA DURING THE YEAR?

What is the proper Bracha for Matzah during the year?

We all know that on Pesach we say Hamotzi on the Matzah,
but does that apply after Pesach as well, or perhaps a dif-
ferent Bracha is recited?

The Gemara (N,an nID11) explains that one should say
Hamotzi and Birkat Hamazon on bread, unless its “Pat
Haba’a Bekisnin”-|n0112 nxan na in which case one should
say Mezonot prior to eating, followed by Al Hamichya when
finished. But the Gemara doesn’t delineate for us what con-
stitutes this bread called Pat Haba’a Bek-

isnin.

The Shulchan Aruch (1”0 najp |n'o) brings 2

three opinions of what is Pat Haba'a Bek- s
isnin based on the meaning of the definition &&
of the word |02

a. Kisanin means pockets (0'a) which refers
to dough that has a filling, like Bourekas,
Haman Tashen (qnuni n”1).

b. Dough mixed with sweet things as honey, oil, milk etc.
.(0”2am)

c. Kisanin means dry and crunchy (ooia) such as crackers
or Melba toast. ()Ny bwa 'kn 1)

The Shulchan Aruch concludes that since there are various
opinions on the matter, we should follow all three opinions
and say Mezonot on all the above. Accordingly, we need to
understand why the Bracha on the Matzah, which is dry and
crunchy, is Hamotzi on the holiday of Pesach and whether
that should be the proper Bracha on Matzah year-round?
There are several reasons given in the poskim why we say
Hamotzi on the crispy Matza:

The Kneset Hagdola (n3p n'o 'a ninan) writes that the
Matzah isn’t hard and crunchy enough, as was required by
Chazal’'s requirement, as the brittleness/crunchiness re-
ferred to by Chazal was much harder than even our Matzot.
The Ginat Vradim (T0 |n'0 7n ]p) writes that we say
Hamotzi on Pesach since Matzah is the only bread of Pe-
sach.

c. Bet David ( 2@ n'ol v |n'0) writes that the crispy bread
that the Halacha required to say Mezonot on is bread which
was baked purposely to become dry, either by first baking it

regularly and then drying it in the oven or by initially baking
it long enough to make it very dry; but our Matzah isn’t
made purposely crunchy, rather it is made very thin and dry
and therefore it becomes crunchy.
d. The Ohr Letsion (Ix Ty 21”n) writes that one should say
Mezonot on things that are meant to snack on such as a
cake, cookie or Danish; but Matzah is usually eaten for a
meal and not as a snack and therefore the correct Bracha
for it is Hamotzi.
There are differences between those opinions as regards to
what to say on Matzah after Pesach.
According to the first opinion which holds our
Matsa isn’t that crunchy, and the fourth
opinion which holds that people eat the Mat-
zah for a meal, one should therefore recite
" Hamotzi on it throughout the Year. But ac-
cording to the second opinion that Matzah is
the bread for Pesach, then when it's not Pe-
sach one should say Mezonot on it.
The Chida (n“oc nap o n212 p'tnn) dealt with the ruling of
the Bet David and concluded that one may say Hamotzi on
Matzah, but it’'s more correct to first say Hamotzi on regular
bread and then eat the Matzah in the meal.
There is also much discussion in the Poskim over Matzah
that was made for Pesach and was left over for after the
holiday, where some say that even according to those who
feel Matzah should be Mezonot, the Matzot made for Pe-
sach stay Hamotsie.
While the prevailing Ashkenazi Minhag is to always say
Hamotzi on Matzah, the Sepharadi Minhag isn’t that clear.
Some Sepharadi Poskim (Chacham Ovadia |n'o 2“n nuT nIint
2 and Ohr Letsion I¥ Tiny 1“n) write that the Minhag is to
say Mezonot, still they say that one should avoid the doubt
and try to wash on regular bread first and then eat the Mat-
zah only when in a meal.
While the Kaf Hachayim (an qwo nap |no) directs to not say
Mezonot but always wash on regular bread first.
We should also mention the Bracha for the mini tea Mat-
zah. Since those are normally eaten as a Snack, unlike the
regular Matzot, the Bracha on them should be Mezonot
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We like to thank the Bais Medrash Ohr Chaim D"n 11X for helping with the spread of our newsletters
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Do You HAVE A
HALACHA QUESTION?
CANR@®RAIEXEUS
(347) 918-4088

Under The Leadership Of
Rabbi Shay Tahan
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You Always Wanted To Learn
Safrut.

Safrut Course Opening At
Rabbi Shay Tahan's Kollel

\ Serious Inquiries Only (347)918-4088

Mehudar Tefilin & Mezuzot
Sell & Check

Dedications from our Partners

LiLul NISHAMT
HANUKA BEN YOSEF YOSOFOV
DAVID BEN ZOHOV

REFUAH SHELEMA
ESTHER BAT MAZAL
RACHAMIM BEN MIRIAM

REFUAH SHELEMA
NEKADAM BAT TOVIA,
BENAMIN BEN TOVA,
DAVID BEN TAMARA,
TAMARA BAT NEKADAM, ITZKIYA BEN ELANA,
NATAN BEN ZULAICHA

MAY HASHEM SEND SPECIAL STRENGTH IN TORAH AND ALL THE BERACHOT TO DAVID AKIVA AND RACHEL LEON.

THANK YOU TO RABBI EPHRAIM FROM BET-JUHURO
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