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Shaare Ezra is a one of
a kind, multi-faceted
organization that’s there
for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“wbw. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,
WhatsApp, or e-mail any
halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:

www.askhalacha.com
Over 2,000 classes can be
found at

Rabbishaytahan.com
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Parshat Bamidbar
Zmanim for New York:
Candle Lighting: 7:51pm
Shabbat ends: 8:59pm
R’T 9:23pm

Note of gratitude To Our generous donor for the continuing support and help.
May Hashem answer all his prayers and merit to see his children become Talmidei Hachamim!
Thank you.

We would like to express our appreciation to the gracious donor and his partner for partnering with us on this
project and supporting our Kollel. May there always be Shalom in their home and work place and have the merit
to keep helping Klal Israel.

GooD RIDDANCE

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*TO RECEIVE THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER PLEASE TEXT OUR HOTLINE 347-918-4088

As we experienced last week how the IDF were
targeting senior officers of the Islamic Jihad ter-
rorist organization responsible for the rocket fire
toward Israel in the past month and terrorizing
Israeli citizens for many years, it was hard to hide
the joy and happiness, as they
seemed to have finally gotten
what they deserved.

But a question must be asked: g
are we allowed to feel happy at A
times when wicked terrorists get
punished for their actions? The pasuk says ( "2wn
ny,T1): “927 720 I8 19w011 NAWN 28 2NN 21912 4
meaning that one should not rejoice at the failure
of his enemy, at which point the pasuk continues
and says: "Max Poyn v prya yn 0 Ay 9”7, The
Mefarshim explain that the end of the pasuk goes
to the extent of saying that Hashem gets so angry
when we rejoice at the downfall of our enemies,
that He sometimes removes the punishment from
the enemy and sends it upon the person rejoicing.
The gemara (X,T0 N%2n) actually deals with this
question explaining that when Mordechai was
going up the horse, he kicked the wicked Haman
with his feet. Haman turned to Mordechai and
asked him from the above Pasuk, “Aren’t you re-
stricted from showing happiness while your ene-
mies are suffering?” Mordechai then told him that
there is a difference between a wicked Jew who
gets punished, which we shouldn’t feel happy, to
when a wicked non-Jew gets punished, that we
are permitted to feel happy. The explanation is
simple, when our brothers are being punished,
even though they deserve it, we should still feel
their pain. According to this approach we can con-
clude that it's permitted to be happy at the death
of those evil terrorists since they are not our
brothers.

Still, there is another question that needs clarifi-
cation: when the Egyptians chased the Jewish
Nation at sea, Hashem drowned them all in the
ocean. Seeing the Egyptians dying, the angels
wanted to sing praises, but Hashem stopped
them responding that it's not
~ correct to do so when His crea-
| tions are being destroyed n72n)
(2,'. We see again that idea of
holding back from expressing
happiness when our enemies are
- being punished.

But that is not always the case, since Chazal tell
us that there are times one should feel happy
upon seeing the wicked being punished, and it is
then a positive thing to rejoice. The Gemara (
1,0 NIDN1) explains that King David, who was
constantly singing praises of Hashem with Tehi-
lim, didn’t use the praise of “Haleluya” until he
was happy to see the downfall of the wicked.
Another pasuk says that there is joy when the
wicked are eliminated (',x' "2wn): “Dwwn TIAN2
nin“. Sefer Chasidim (1n) even says that one
may be punished if he isn't happy when the wick-
ed are lost.

Few approaches were suggested to answer the
above contradiction:

The Zohar (2,80 9T N1) says that the difference is
where one has been sinning over and over again.
Hashem usually doesn’t punish right away, rather,

DO YOU LIKE THIS NEWSLETTER? BE PART OF THE
ZIKUl HARABIM!!

THIS NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN,
CHICAGO, FIVE TOWNS, GREAT NECK, LOS ANGELES,
MIAMI, MONSEY, PHOENIX, QUEENS AND TORONTO !

DONATE TODAY TO HAVE A PART IN OUR GROWTH.

BECOME A PARTNER FOR $180 MONTHLY FOR 12

MONTHS!
CONTACT 347-666-3467 TO SPONSOR TODAY!
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He waits for the person to repent and change his ways. If that
doesn’t happen, then there is a point at which Hashem de-
cides that the person won’'t change his ways anymore and
that He waited for him enough and the person needs to be
taken down. At that time when Hashem punishes him there is
much happiness. In the case of the Egyptians, says the Zohar,
they didn’t reach that point yet and therefore Hashem wasn’t
happy with their death. This answer doesn’t really relate to us
because we don’t have a way to know if and when the person
has reached the point that Hashem gives up on him. Only Ha-
shem knows this and therefore He told the angels not to sing.
But we, as a nation, are allowed to sing when we are saved
from those evil Arabs.

Some say that the prohibition to sing and rejoice is only while
the wicked are being punished. At that very time Hashem is
sad to see His creations die, but after they were punished one
may express his happiness (apu' |I'VI T72T N7wA NRNa TIT WK
L nio2). This explains well the reason Hashem prevented the

angels from singing, because they asked to sing while the
Egyptians were drowning. Afterward, it was surely permitted,
as we see that Moshe and the nation sang Shirat HaYam.
According to this answer, we may rejoice after we hear that
those terrorists were taken down.

Another answer is that the angels were not allowed to sing as
they were not the ones who were being saved from the Egyp-
tians. But the people, who were chased to be killed or to be
taken back to slavery, were allowed to sing and Moshe and
the nation indeed do so. This answer can teach that with the
current event, the Jewish people, who were saved from the
Jihadists are permitted to express their happiness.

There are a few more answers to the above, but overall we
learn that it's correct and even expected from us to rejoice at
the destruction of those evil murderers.

“ INVADING PRIVACY

Parshat Bamidbar opens with Hashem’s commandment to
count Bnei Yisrael. Everyone is to be counted, from babies a
month old and up. When Moshe Rabbenu hears this com-
mand, he realizes that he would need to enter people’s tents
in order to carry out this census. Moshe feels very uncom-
fortable with entering people’s tents and asks
Hashem how he could possibly commit such an
invasion of privacy.

Hashem replies that Moshe should carry out his
task, and He would take care of the rest. Moshe
then proceeds to the first tent, but before he can
enter, the Shechina appears and reports how
many babies are in the tent!

This phenomenon kept repeating itself by every tent, Moshe
would come close to the opening of the tent and Hashem
would tell him the amount of babies.

A major question should be asked here: if Hashem is any-
ways telling Moshe the number of babies in every tent, why
does Moshe need to approach the tent in the first place?
Hashem should have asked Moshe to stay home and He
would inform him of the amount of babies in each tent. Both-
ering Moshe to go out to the tents seems to be total waste
of time and energy!

A similar query we find in Parshat Pekudei. Since Moshe
wasn’t involved in the building of the Mishkan, Hashem
wanted to appease Moshe and therefore he asked him to
erect the Mishkan. But such a task was not humanly possi-
ble as the Mishkan’s parts were extremely heavy. Moshe,
like everyone else, was unable to physically lift those big,
heavy pieces of wood. Moshe then asks Hashem how he
would be able to lift those woods, but Hashem urges him to
do it anyways. Indeed, when Moshe attempts to lift the Mish-
\ kan, Hashem assists and the Mishkan is erected. Thus,

the Pasuk says that the Mishkan essentially rose on its own!
This is very strange for several reasons: first, how would
Moshe, who wasn’t involved at all in the building of the Mish-
kan, be appeased, as eventually he wasn’t the one to lift the
Mishkan? Moreover, it seems as though Hashem is merely
having Moshe play “make-believe” with re-
gards to erecting the Mishkan and counting
Bnei Yisrael. What is going on here?

The answer to the above is an important prin-
ciple in life. All our actions are divided to two
parts. One is the act we do and the second is
the result of our actions. The action we take is
considered hishdatlut, meaning that when we
try to get the results we request, that action belongs to us.
But the results, the outcome, that is not ours, but rather
Hashem’s.

We, as human beings, are indeed always playing make-
believe. Nothing of the results of our actions is ours and we
don’t deserve any credit to any outcome. That is because we
do not actually do anything at all! All we can do here in this
world is hishdatlut—try our best. Hashem wants us to decide
to carry out His will, and make an effort. However, the out-
come is always Hashem’s. When Hashem asked Moshe to
count the babies or lift the Mishkan, all He meant for him to
do is merely try to lift the Mishkan, the results of what will
happen are Hashem'’s prerogative! So too with the babies:
Hashem was always going to do the actual counting, but

He wanted Moshe to perform the hishtadlut of this world
first. This is a concept we all need to understand and imple-
ment in our own lives. We must always try our best. Whether
we succeed or not has nothing to do with us, but everything
to do with Hashem’s plan.
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The ink in the letter "n" in the word nInn got
faded, which makes it appear as two letters "2"
and "I". In this case the Mezuzah is pasul and
can't be fixed. Although there is some grey color
left in between, since it isn't black it's not kosher.
This is a reminder of why one should check his Me-
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zuzot and not rely on the |n|t|a|:j“
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checking. The ink in the Mezuzot'_ ﬂﬂ,‘;%
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CEASEFIRE AFTERTHOUGHTS

Israel and the Islamic Jihad militant group in the Gaza Strip
agreed to an Egyptian-brokered ceasefire, seeking to halt five
days of intense fighting. The text reads as follows: "In light of
the agreement of the Palestinian and the Israeli side, Egypt
announces a ceasefire between the Palestinian and the Israe-
li sides has been reached. The two sides will abide by the
ceasefire which will include an end to targeting civilians,
house demolitions, and an end to targeting indi-
viduals immediately, when the ceasefire goes into
effect".
When a treaty is signed between two parties is
there a Halachic obligation to keep your side of
the agreement, or is it just a temporary agreement
meant to give us quiet until we see it fit to break
for any interest which we might have?
Let's dwell into some of the treaties found in Ta-
nach between the Jewish Nation and the gentiles to learn
about this topic. There are several treaties that can teach us
the extent of how far we need to go in order to keep our
words, and on the other hand when may we break the treaty.
Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer (chapter 37) brings few treaties of the
Avot:
Avraham Avinu made a treaty with the Yevusites when he
needed them. In return they asked for a treaty that when the
Nation of Israel would concur the land of Canaan they would
not take possession of the cities of Yevus. What did the men
of Yevus do? They made images of copper, and set them up
in the street of the city, and wrote upon them the covenant of
the oath of Abraham. When the Israelites came to the land of
Canaan, they wished to enter the city of the Yevusites, but
they were not able to enter, because of the sign of the cove-
nant of Abraham's oath.
When King David reigned he wished to enter the city of Yevus,
but they didn’t allow him because of the covenant.
At the time of Yehoshua, the people of Givon heard that
which Yehoshua did to Jericho and Aiy, and they decided to
enter a treaty with the Jewish people under false representa-
tions and circumstances. They made themselves appear like
messengers that had traveled from a far land taking with
them worn-out saddles for their donkeys and tattered leather
canteens for their wine, with cracks and patches over them.
They wore ragged shoes containing different color, worn-out
garments.
The Jewish people believed the Givonites and the leaders of
the congregation swore to them.

hree days after the peace treaty was made the Jewish

people discovered the true origin of their “peace partners”,
and that they were not from a distant land at all, but from
very close—from within Israel! This posed a problem as the
Jewish nation at the time were not supposed to accept any-
one from the nearby neighboring nations. The Gemara ( |'ba
N,In) explains that the Jewish people had the right to kill the
Givonites because they misled them, which means that the
treaty is invalid. Still, the Jews kept their word for
the sake of Kiddush Hashem.
Another treaty was after Yaakov left his father in-
law Lavan’s house and Lavan chased after him.
After an exchange of words between them, they
proposed a treaty, and raised a stone monument
as witness to the treaty. The treaty between them
was that Yaakov’s children would not take pos-
session of the land of Edom, while Lavan’s chil-
dren will not cross the monument towards the land of Yaakov.
From those examples and many more, we learn that whenev-
er the Jewish people make a treaty with other nations it must
be kept. Therefore a ceasefire should be respected once
agreed upon. The reason for protecting the treaty is either
because of the obligation to keep our word pT¥ %¥ |\, or
because of Chilul Hashem, as we learn from this last incident.
But we also find that whenever an agreement is broken by
others, we aren’t obligated to keep it anymore. We mentioned
above the treaty between Yaakov and Lavan. Chazal say that
Bilam violated the treaty when he went passing that monu-
ment in order to curse our nation.
The Midrash (‘2 DmnaT ~ninan) tells us that in King David’s
time, our nation wanted to fight a war against Aram, but the
people of Aram reminded them of Lavan and Yaakov’'s treaty.
They also mentioned that they are the descendants of Lavan.
Then King David rose before the Sanhedrin and explained
that Bilaam (who was also from Aram) had already violated
and broke the treaty, and therefore they didn’t have an obli-
gation to keep it. Immediately, the Sanhedrin declared a war
and the army of David conquered Aram’s land.
From the above we learn that whenever we agree to ceasefire
we must keep our words and promises; but as soon as the
other side violates it, we aren’t obligated to keep it any more.
Needless to say, the terrorists have a long history of breaking
promises, and the ceasefire that was agreed upon is usually
not binding in any way or form. Thus, if the Jewish people see
fit to continue the fight in any way or start a new war, they

have the right to do so. /
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Do You HAVE A
HALACHA QUESTION?
CANR@®RAIEXEUS

(347) 918-4088

Under The Leadership Of
Rabbi Shay Tahan

Rabbishaytahan.com
askhalacha.com

You Always Wanted To Learn
Safrut. :

Safrut Course Opening At
Rabbi Shay Tahan's Kollel

\\ Serious Inquiries Only (347)918-4088

Mehudar Tefilin & Mezuzot
Sell & Check

Dedications from our Partners

LiLUI NISHMAT
HANUKA BEN YOSEF YOSOFOV
DAVID BEN ZOHOV

REFUAH SHELEMA
ESTHER BAT MAZAL
RACHAMIM BEN MIRIAM

REFUAH SHELEMA
CHAIM YISROEL BEN TOVA RIVKA
LAYA BAT BRACHA

MAY HASHEM SEND SPECIAL STRENGTH IN TORAH AND ALL THE BERACHOT TO DAVID AKIVA AND RACHEL LEON.
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IN HONOR OF OUR DEAREST FRIEND MR SHIMON RAKHAMINOV FROM BET-JUHURO . WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK HARAV YOSEF COHEN SHLITA FOR DIS-
TRIBUTINGOUR OUR NEWSLETTERS IN PASsSAIC, NJ. MAY HASHEM BLESS HIM WITH ALL THE BERACHOT OF THE TORAH.THANK YOU FOR THE CHASHUV
RABBIS FOR HELPING WITH THE DISTRIBUTION OF OUR NEWSLETTER: RABBI BEN TZION KOKIS RABBI DOVID RIBIAT RABBI AKIVA TENDLER




