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Shaare Ezra is a one of
a kind, multi-faceted
organization that’s there
for the community. Un-
der the leadership of
HaRav Shay Tahan
R“wbw. Shaare Ezra
feels that proper Ha-
lachic guidance should
be accessible to every-
one, therefore we offer
the community the op-
portunity to call, text,
WhatsApp, or e-mail any
halachic questions they
may have, through the
Bet Horaah, where qual-
ified, trained and or-
dained Rabbis are avail-
able to answer your
questions in English,
Hebrew and Russian.
Shaare Ezra is from the
community—for the

community.

Call/Text:
347-918-4088
WhatsApp:
347-666-3467
Email: askhala-
chal@gmail.com
Website:

www.askhalacha.com
Over 2,000 classes can be
found at

Rabbishaytahan.com
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Parshat Behar-Bechukotai
Zmanim for New York:
Candle Lighting: 7:44pm
Shabbat ends: 8:51pm
R’T 9:16pm

Note of gratitude To Our generous donor for the continuing support and help.
May Hashem answer all his prayers and merit to see his children become Talmidei Hachamim!
Thank you.

We would like to express our appreciation to the gracious donor and his partner for partnering with us on this
project and supporting our Kollel. May there always be Shalom in their home and work place and have the merit
to keep helping Klal Israel.

BOYCOTTING ANGEL BAKERY

RABBI SHAY TAHAN
*TO RECEIVE THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER PLEASE TEXT OUR HOTLINE 347-9 18-4088

Last week the Charedi community in Israel was
outraged to hear that the chairman of Angel Bak-
ery and former Public Security Minister, Omer Bar-
Lev, protested outside the home of the elderly
Gadol Hador, the Rosh Yeshiva of Ponevizh, Rabbi
Gershon Edelstein Shlit"a. This act was
viewed as a direct insult on the Rabbi and
desecration of the Torah.

Leaders of the Charedi community around
the country immediately have called for a

boycott on Angel Bakery, Israel's largest NN TIDD'W TV
a7 2y

commercial bakery. This boycott indeed
took a heavy toll on the bakery’s revenue
as several significant yeshivas such as the Mir,
Hevron and many others have announced that
they will cut ties with the company.

The boycott spread quickly from the Haredi com-
munity to other religious communities as well, and
even many people who are secular joined the boy-
cott as a form of respect to the Rabbi as they feel
that the act of Bar-Lev was wrong and distressful.

How do we view a boycott in Halachic terms?

Rebuking vs Protesting.
What is the purpose of a boycott? Is it a form of
rebuke nnam?
The Mitzvah of rebuking must be done with a pur-
pose that the person being rebuked should
change his ways and repent; but in a case where
the person is totally secular—and certainly if he is
anti-religion such as Bar-Lev—then our Sages say
(2 no 91 nma) that it’s not permitted to rebuke
him because he won't listen:
NINNY DWI :Jlunw M2 1Tu9R "1 Diwn KUY 120 nx"
NN N2IN (L' XIP'I) 2AMIT] YNWIN 12T NI DTN 7V
7w DTN 2V NIXN 72 [""'w - 100 22pnw ' Ny
9N AINNIYW ,NAIN NIN AR 127 .UNYI 1KY 12T 01
"2nX' DINY NN, NAY! 9 Y9 N2M

Just as it is a mitzvah for a person to say that
which will be heeded, so is it a mitzvah for a per-
son not to say that which will not be heeded.
Meaning that one should not rebuke those who
will be unreceptive to his message. Rabbi Abba
says: “It is obligatory for him to refrain
from speaking, as it is stated: ‘Do not
reprove a scorner lest he hate you; re-
prove a wise man and he will love you.””
To understand this further, we must first
understand the distinction between three
different concepts: the Mitzvah to rebuke,
the obligation to protest, and taking ac-
tion and using means to stop wrongdoings.

The Mitzvah to rebuke is different from the Mitz-
vah to protest in various ways, but the main
difference is that the purpose of rebuking is to
change the ways of the sinner, while the obliga-
tion to protest is in order to express disagreement
with that which was done.

When one rebukes he must understand that he is
doing so in order that the person sinning will
change his ways, thus the Mitzvah of rebuking is
only if one has a relationship with the person be-
ing rebuked; otherwise he is exempt because he
won't listen (2'n 0”7 NN N'0 N30 1IR2).

There is also a difference between a person who
sinned privately and one who sinned publically.
Those who sin privately should be rebuked pri-
vately, whereas if one sins publicly then one
should do whatever it is necessary to stop the

DO YOU LIKE THIS NEWSLETTER? BE PART OF THE
ZIKUl HARABIM!!

THIS NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN,
CHICAGO, FIVE TOWNS, GREAT NECK, LOS ANGELES,
MIAMI, MONSEY, PHOENIX, QUEENS AND TORONTO !

DONATE TODAY TO HAVE A PART IN OUR GROWTH.

BECOME A PARTNER FOR $180 MONTHLY FOR 12

MONTHS!
CONTACT 347-666-3467 TO SPONSOR TODAY!
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Chilul Hashem (*’po nan n'o 1”71wn). that might affect our Yidishkeit, then we should go out and
Another difference is that if the person being rebuked gets use our influence, as directed by the Gedolei Torah, for the
physical, or even just starts being verbally abusive, one is ex- sake of the religion (22p Tiny 1w vin).

empt from rebuking, because we aren’t obligated to get hurt Rav Elyashiv was asked (Tn "0 N”n niuwn yaip) if going out to
verbally or physically while helping another. When the streets to protest those who violate Shabbat fall
we protest however, the purpose is for ourselves to [| [JIRD mﬂ under the category of rebuking. The rabbi answered
show that we aren’t agreeing with whatever was that it isn’t a form of rebuke, rather its purpose is to
said or done, and therefore one should protest even & try to stop, as much as possible, the widespread
if he might get hurt (309 TInv 'TIn'n N'an). desecration of Shabbat in public areas.

A

Also, when rebuking the public at large that are do- When we hear of someone who is assaulting or de-
ing something wrong it is sufficient to rebuke one grading a rabbi in any way, we must protest or risk
time, but when rebuking a single person we should being punished for keeping silence.

rebuke as many times as it takes until he changes The Gemara (2,79 Nu'xn N11) speaks of the great
his ways (1”0 nn |n'o X”m). Rabbi Eliezer that was punished because of a single incident
That is for rebuking, but when protesting there in no obliga- that he didn’t protest the honor of a Talmid Chacham.

tion to protest more than once, even a single person, because Another story is told (1,72 |1Tna0 wN) of a great person who
protesting is only to express that we aren’t agreeing with was buried in disgrace because he didn’t protest when he
whatever was said or done (b'p Tiny 2”01 1w vIN). heard someone speak negatively of the Rabbis.

If a person witnesses something wrong he must rebuke The amazing response of the public in this particular case
(unless he is exempt because of the reason explained above), with the bakery is actually very much aligned with the Hala-
and if he doesn’t, he gets punished together with the sinner.  cha, as the Gemara (x,22 xnI") says that a Talmid Chacham
should not forgive those who insult him until they ask for for-
giveness, he also shouldn’t take active revenge but rather
others should avenge his honor.

Protesting in Demonstrations.
There is a third category that is different from the above two.
This category is if we see that people are trying to do things

“ THE ADDICTION OF MONEY

During this period of time from Pesach to Shavuot, we all year's produce. If, however, he desires money and became
count the days of the Omer in anticipation of receiving the suspect of trading in the seventh-year fruits, his fate is to
Torah. The Torah is truly a gift with timeless lessons for all sell his movable property. If he still does not repent, he will

of us, and learning from the Torah, we gain tremen-
dous insights on how to properly conduct ourselves ¥
throughout our lives. A great example of this can be *
found towards the end of our Parashah, where Rashi §
expounds on the Verse forbidding against making | o
idols: \

7'Nin MN' N7Y ,'1A7 12030 DT TA12. 0'2'IR DAY IWYN R?
X NI T2V 21 7RI NN IX QR NIy n7an 2l
NiRIPNA NN 727 ,iNiNa IR 9 ,NaY 7010 271 7'Rin Linina
72V 1M N70N2 11T 7V 10NN 49770 NiYI9D al ;1970
,1"20700 1317 19i0 , NN U TYNI [iNQ TN DRI, NN
,127T0 K7 ,iNTNX 12in 9i0,ia TN N2, 1200 112N 121 A7 900 727
nNiainnxn 178 93 — N1 NJ? 9i0 ,ia TN N7 ,in'a NX 12in qi0
N7 ,12 110 N7 ,inXV NX 12in 9i0,ia 71tn N7 — NiiYRIn 0 nivp

127 1798 KN 7KW 1T

Translation: The commandment of not making idols is re-
peated here with reference to one who has sold himself as
a slave to a non-Jew, in order that he should not say "Since
my master practices immorality | will be like him; since my
master worships idols, | will be like him; since my master
desecrates the Sabbath, | will be like him".
First, Scripture warns the people about the seventh

eventually have to sell his fields. If he even then
does not repent, he will eventually have to sell his
home, [i.e., first he sells his belongings, then his
property, then his home and then even borrowing
with interest which is more severe than selling
one’s property; thus, the passage continues ac-
B cordingly, for] if he still does not repent, he will
eventually have to sell himself as a slave.

Rashi’s words here seem to pose a few difficulties:

Rashi says that the slave should not say that just as his
master practices immorality, worships idols and violates the
Shabbat, then the slave would do the same. Why would the
slave be allowed to do so as well?

Rashi says two separate ideas and ties them together; first
he talks of the idea that the slave feels he is permitted to
sin just like his master, and then he says that one who sins
gets punished and if he doesn’t repent he slowly loses eve-
rything he has. What's the connection between those two
ideas and why does Rashi tie them together?

Rashi keeps mentioning that the person who worked his
field on the seventh year didn’t repent. If that field was
the second thing he was forced to sell, how does he/-

Refuah Shelema to Rosette Bat Alegra
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keep on working the field after it was sold?

Perhaps we can suggest that Rashi emphasizes the lust
and addiction to money and to live a lavish lifestyle, more
than the sin of working the field on the seventh year. Rashi
explains the chain of events that occur to the person who
desires money. First, his strong desire would get him to
work on the seventh year, or in today’s days he would work
on Shabbat, then when he wouldn’t have enough money to
maintain his lifestyle, he would sell his field, and if he
doesn’t stop his desire for spending then he would even go
to the extent of selling his own home, until he ends up sell-
ing himself as a slave. In Torah’s terms we call such a per-

son a slave to his desires. Therefore, when Rashi says that
he ends up being sold as a slave, it can really mean that he
becomes a total slave to his desire of money and spending.

With this we can also understand why Rashi says that he
feels that should be allowed to sin with immorality, worships
idols and violating the Shabbat. When a person becomes
addicted to a certain sin he feels that any obstacle to get to
his desire is permitted, even if there is absolutely no way to
permit it, he finds reasons in his mind to say it's permitted.
It may even go so far as to “kosher” all of his sins to ensure
he will get his way and further feed his desires.

[ nNN N1NI |

“IINIRD "2AYT MY 'R
(’A nxn 190 n1jpa 'RN)

The letter “v” that is in front of us lost most of | ?a’xj
its base to the left which makes it look more like Nk
the letter "0” with a thin and short line coming ’ﬂ jﬂﬁ -
out to its left. nin‘j)”:‘l:
Some people wanted to deem this letter kosher, g
claiming it’s still considered an |”'v based on a -
principle mentioned in the Mishna Berura called: ( 770 1% "0
XN)“NIMIND 27 Y'Y |'R”, meaning there is no measure to
the thickness of the letters. According to this principle, the
thin line that stretches to the left saves the letter allowing it
to retain its kosher status.

This way of understanding is clearly wrong, since this princi-
ple of "nrrnixn w7 Wy'w 'R” doesn’t apply here at all, but
applies only when the entire letter is made very thin and has
a clear appearance of the way that letter should look.

To explain this better we can quote the words of Rabbi Shlo-
mo Mualem (Head Posek of Mishmeret Stam in Israel). He
said in a class that whenever this principle contradicts the
way this letter looks to the eyes, we rule according to the way
it looks to the eyes.

The Rambam’s words also indicate this way as he says that
one must write in a way that the person reading should “run”
with his reading, meaning that the writing should be smooth,
without halting to try and inquire what letters are before him.
Rabbi Stern (In> n”T 19I0Nn 1K1 'O TMY 19100 Nwn)
explains that in the case that the letters “9” and “1” touch
each other slightly on the bottom, we can still erase that line
and kosher the letters. He then asks that if we apply the

above principle of “nIMIXN V7 Y'Y 'R7 we
can see that when those two letters are touching,
the letter “0” is formed. The Rabbi answers that

we don’t say that, as we only use the above rule

when the entire letter is thin (or thick), but not

when in relation to the rest of the letter some lines

are very thin.

He again explains (nniwnni n”T 10 0 19100 1IX1) this idea
from the Mikdash Me’at (nn p~”o w1 T71), who explains that
many Sifrei Torah have some odd letters with special lines
coming out of them with different shapes. He asks why won’t
we consider them as part of the limbs of the letters and say
that the letter lost its correct shape. He answers that since
they are done very thin, they aren’t considered as part of the
letter, but only like a Tag (crown).

We see that one should not consider every line that comes
out of the letter as a crucial limb of the letter. This is demon-
strated again with a letter “3” which has a thin
line coming out from its top right. The Mishnat
Hasofer says it's still considered “3” although 1
using the above principle it might resemble a “71”.

He explains that since the line is very thin in rela-

tion to the letter, it’'s still considered a kosher “2”.

The above demonstrates again the idea that one may not
Pasken based on merely learning some Halachot from the
Mishna Berura, as the Mishna Berura only brings the basics,
but Safrut has much more Halachot than just the basics. Also,
learning the Halachot without getting an extensive and thor-
ough training, called “Shimush” one should abstain from this
tedious profession.

“ EXCERPTS FROM THE NEW SEFER TEHILLIM
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Harav Dovid Scheiner, thank you for helping distribute the newsletters

EXCERPTS FROM THE NEW SEFER TEHILLIM
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Do You HAVE A
HALACHA QUESTION?
CANR@®RAIEXEUS
(347) 918-4088

N
Under The Leadership Of
Rabbi Shay Tahan

(e

You Always Wanted To Learn
Safrut.

Safrut Course Opening At
Rabbi Shay Tahan's Kollel

Serious Inquiries Only (347)918-4088

Mehudar Tefilin & Mezuzot
Sell & Check

Dedications from our Partners

REFUAH SHELEMA
ESTHER BAT MAZAL
RACHAMIM BEN MIRIAM

LiLUI NISHMAT
HANUKA BEN YOSEF YOSOFOV
DAVID BEN ZOHOV

REFUAH SHELEMA
CHAIM YISROEL BEN TOVA RIVKA

MAY HASHEM SEND SPECIAL STRENGTH IN TORAH AND ALL THE BERACHOT TO DAVID AKIVA AND RACHEL LEON.

IN HONOR OF OUR DEAREST FRIEND MR SHIMON RAKHAMINOV FROM BET-JUHURO . WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK HARAV YOSEF COHEN SHLITA FOR DIS-
TRIBUTINGOUR OUR NEWSLETTERS IN PASsSAIC, NJ. MAY HASHEM BLESS HIM WITH ALL THE BERACHOT OF THE TORAH.THANK YOU FOR THE CHASHUV
RABBIS FOR HELPING WITH THE DISTRIBUTION OF OUR NEWSLETTER: RABBI BEN TZION KOKIS RABBI DOVID RIBIAT RABBI AKIVA TENDLER




