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SHIUR PRESENTED IN 5773

?‘% THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A REBBI §§°

HOW YEHOSHUA WAS APPOINTED TO BE LEADER
The parshah talks about the appointment of Yehoshua. The Torah says (Bamidbar 27:18):
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“And Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Take for yourself Yehoshua son of Nun, an inspired man, and lay your hand upon him.”

What does, 15 mp, take for yourself, mean? Rashi explains, 01272 2np , take him with words. Draw him in convince him and
say to him, oipn ¥ 133 »mnb mory 71K, fortunate are you that you are zocheh to be manhig the children of Hashem.

You should know, there are many people who receive an opportunity to be mezakeh Klal Yisrael in different ways, and for
whatever reason, they choose to bow out and say, “I don’t really want this. I'm overwhelmed. I'm afraid.” There are all kinds of
stories. There is such a metzius.

You’d think that when somebody is offered a position to become the leader of Klal Yisrael and take over Moshe Rabeinu’s
position, he should be excited. But Yehoshua was a little overwhelmed at the responsibility. It was not because he was lazy, or
because he was afraid that this life changing opportunity would deprive him of the relaxation and the pursuit of some of his
hobbies. No. He was overwhelmed because he understood his responsibility. “Tell Yehoshua as follows,” Hashem said to Moshe,
oipn 5w i3 »mand natw TIWX - “fortunate are you, that you merited to guide My children.”

Now, we have to learn from this. This is an instruction. Whatever naaranim (fools) are going to tell you otherwise: “What
do you need this for? It’s such a big responsibility,” or ahin and aher — when Hashem is giving you an opportunity, you seize it.

Then it says 7. What does that mean? Zogt Rashi, 1721 nnxw nx ,72 p112w nx. That means to say, Hashem is saying, “We’re not
fooling him. We're not ‘selling’ him a sales job. You know and I know that he is fit for the position.”

And it says, what is his name? 12 m7 WX ¥X 11 12 pwin nx. What does that mean, a man 12 n11 2wX? Rashi explains, noXw 1wxa
X TR 52 5S¢ imn T2 o Sory - Hashem said, “You asked me for a manhig who knows how to deal with all different types of
people and he knows how not to lose it.” That is the first yesod of a leader. A leader of a group has to be an ish asher ruach bo. It
is not somebody who only works with very limited types of people — “I only work with people who smile at me all day long. I only
deal with people who are not so stubborn. I only deal with people who are not this or that.” And it says, 150 7) nX non9), meaning
to say - says Rashi - 77n2 ¥ W 13700 1 10. Give him a meturgamon, a person that is going to stand next to ‘him who will darshan,
vhp 1InN X5, so that they shouldn’t say about him after you die, nwn me2 WNA 05 5 M XS, that Yehoshua was never given reshus
nYn "mra w1 05 - to raise his head during Moses days but did so only after his death. So therefore it says: Ty 77 NX nono. “Let
him have this reshus right now.’

DmpY iR nnMy, “and command him in front of their eyes.” Look at this Rashi, a moradige Rashi. on 1amey p1, “You should
know that Klal Yisrael are matriach their leaders. on on210, they are ‘refuseniks.” They refuse to do what the leader instructs them
to do. They don’t like to listen to him. So I'm telling you up front, I'm making you the chief commander, 752 Sapnv nam by - you
have to be soivel them and accept your p051t10n having in mind that you will have to take upon yourself all this. That is part of
leadership.” And nevertheless 15v 7T7imn nnny, “invest him with some of your authority” and imbue him with that power.

Now, in the passuk in Devarim (34:9) it says, mman m X5 11 12 pwinm, Yehoshua was full of ruach chochmah, nx mgn Tno 2
vhp 17, “because Moshe placed his hands on him.” 5%1@? %23 v5% 1nwn - “and the people heeded him.” So Rashi (Bava Kamma 92b)
says, vos shteit in this passuk? Rashi says, that in spite of the fact that the chochmah and the gedulah of Yehoshua came from none
other than Hakadosh Baruch Hu, as it says: n»am nuT ven mon 1@ 71 %2 (Mishley 2:6), still mwna nbn - it was attributed to Moshe.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu said, “You know why Yehoshua was successful? vy T nX nwn 0o 2. You know why he’s malei ruach
chachmah? Because you, Moshe, were soimech your hands on him.” Vos shteit doh? Why in the world was Moshe commanded to
be soimech his hands on Yehoshua if the gedulah and chochmah comes directly from Hashem?!
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WHY WAS MOSHE SOMEICH HIS HANDS ON YEHOSHUA?

The answer is, says R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz (1902-1979), that Hakadosh Baruch Hu wanted to give us an instruction in his
Torah, that this is the way that Hashem gives chochmah to a person. Indeed, npnam nu ven mnan 1 ‘0 (Mishley 2:6) - every talmid
chacham that sits and learns, Hakadosh Baruch Hu is my nnen xp1 110 awr (Tanna Debei Ellyahu Rabbah 18:1). Hashem is
your chavrusa. But still and all, do you want to know how Hashem gives it to you? From a rebbi to a talmid. Starting from Moshe
Rabeinu. pwin'> aqom yron min bap mwn (Avos 1:1). Until this very day, there has been no change. It’s a noradike lesson!

The gemara (Bava Kamma, ibid) tells us that there is a saying: mpw Xm22o1 Xm5 X1 - the wine belongs to the master but
the ‘thank you’ is given to the one who pours it (i.e. the butler). Who gets the ‘thank you’? The guy who pours it for you. What
is the source of that saying? Why is it like that? So you think, “I've got to give you all the narishkeit, why psychologically it’s like
that.” Ober the gemara says the source is right here.

The Torah is from Hashem, the chochmah is from Hashem. Da’as is from Hashem. Everything is mipiv. But you know what
Hashem says, you know who gets the credit? Moshe Rabeinu! Hashem told him, “Vesamachta, pour for him. You be the one who
pours it for Yehoshua.” And that’s why Yehoshua was zocheh to become appointed. Because we know, Chazal tell us (Bava Basra
75a), 1325 1D VYim 710 nnrn 703 Twn 15, Moshe was like the sun, Yehoshua was like the moon. What is unique about the moon?
The moon doesn’t have its own hght It only has what it is mekabel from the sun. And as Yehoshua said to Moshe Rabeinu before
Moshe died (Temurah 16a): anx oipnb nabm nnx nyw nmn mba, “Did I ever leave you for one moment and go somewhere else?
Did you not write about me in the Torah, baxn Jinm wmr XS qpa 11 12 pwim inawm.” He was 56 years old at that time and he never
left the ohel.?

How come Yehoshua never ‘grew up’? He never said, “It’s time to learn for myself, it’s time to spread my own wings, it’s
time to develop myself.” Develop yourself, otherwise you end up back in pretzels. And Yehoshua was melaveh Moshe Rabeinu to
Har Sinai. Yehoshua went and he made his tent by Har Sinai and stayed there 40 days. Yehoshua didn’t know about the eigel.
And Hashem made a special nes and the mann fell right next to Yehoshua, be’oifen prati. That’s what the gemara says in Yoma
(76a). Why did Yehoshua do this? Because he wanted to be the first one to greet Moshe upon his return and accompany him to the
machaneh Yisrael. You know why? Maybe Yehoshua will get to hear something from Moshe on the way. Ulai. But he didn’t say to
Moshe, “Moshe, you’ve got something for me? Give me some tips.” He thought: “Maybe I'll hear something from Moshe Rabeinu,
so it’s kedai to wait at the mountain for 40 days.” Unbelievable!

THE SECRET OF TOTAL SUBMISSION TO A REBBI

You have to know that the ideal relationship between a talmid and a rebbi is what people today would tell you is “unhealthy.”
You'll tell people that you have this relationship — they’ll tell you it’s very unhealthy to have aza min dveikus to a rebbi! Ahh!
It’s psychotic! It’s too submissive! But Chazal (Makkos 10a) tell us that if a talmid kills someone by mistake - let’s say, a talmid
is driving a car and runs over a kid by mistake, chas v’shalom, and now he’s chayav to go to galus, to arei miklat - shteit in the
gemara, his rebbi has to go to galus with him. You know why? Because it says in the pasuk: »m bxi1 o™yn 1 nnx 5% on, “he should
run to one of these cities and live.” (Devarim 4:42). That means, the rebbi’s responsibility is, he shouldn’t die. The rebbi has to
keep him alive. And without a rebbi, he’s dead. What?! That’s already a dependency. That’s called way too dependent. Ober Chazal
zogen nisht azoi. When certain tannaim came to visit R’ Eliezer, he rebuked them for not learning under him. He said, "X mmn
1YY nnm e ox, if you'll die a natural death, I'll be amazed (Sanhedrin 68a). You know why? Because they were mevater on
their rebbi, so it’s as if they were mevater on their life! And he said this to Rabbi Akiva, who was there as well! This is very scary.?

We find this idea of a talmid being so davuk on his rebbi in the gemara in Sukkah (28a). R’ Eliezer, the talmid of R’ Yochanon
ben Zakai said 0ipn 12101 "AunY X5W 127 MK X5, I never said over anything that I did not hear from my rebbi. That’s marvelous!

Somebody once asked R’ Chaim Kanievsky (1928-2022) the following. In the first perek of Avos it gives us the whole shalsheles
of the mesirus hatorah midor ledor until Hillel and Shamai. Later (n mawn 2 pap), it says, R’ Yochanon ben Zakai was mekabel
Torah from Hillel veShamai. But, lichorah it’s shver. The gemara (Sukkah 28a) tells us that Hillel Hazakein had 80 talmidim. 30
from them were ro’oi that the shechinah should be shoreh upon them like Moshe Rabeinu. They made it to the gadlus of Moshe
Rabeinu. They would have been competition to Moshe if they had been in the dor hamidbar. Another 30 were on the level of
Yehoshua bin Nun. The sun would have stopped for them like Yehoshua bin Nun. And there were also 20 beinonim. The greatest
one of them all was Yonason ben Uziel. He was the giant of them all. Katan shebakulam, the least great one, was R’ Yochanon ben
Zakai. So, somebody asked R’ Chaim Kanievsky: “It says that R’ Yochanon ben Zakai was mekabel Torah from Hillel veShamai.
What do you mean? He had 80 talmidim. What happened to the other 80? Of all the 80, it just mentions that R’ Yochanon ben
Zakai was mekabel Torah from Hillel veShamai!? It should say, Yonason ben Uziel and so on, and give us a list over there. At least
it should mention the 30 that were roi shetishreh shechinah keMoshe Rabeinu!”

By the way, next time, take a look at Yonason ben Uziel with a little bit more respect. You know one thing — do you know
anybody who ever made it like Moshe? The Rambam says, “Every person can be like Moshe” (Hilchos Teshuva 5:2). Do you know
anybody like that? I know one of them — Yonason ben Uziel, gadol shebakulam. That much I know. So what happened to the other

qpa 1 12 pwin amwm (X0,35 mnw) 22 nans 7o XS AR 0pnb nadm NAR IPw TR0 D93 22719 0K TS wrw mpoo 53 2mn SRw pwird 1 K 1T 15 12037 Awn 00w Apwa 21 nK N 21 K 2
MINA Paw 1 119 [1mnD D e mapa pwi by nwn apoxaw nwn SwanpT wbnnb 0aaw npa pwiim - 1mn nanwn 7wAa] mabn mxn whw unn monwn pwin Sw s wwn n Saxn pnn v XS
"1 1 amRn 1A nwn mn anx o (KGR pei) nRiw annbna 1T 1w X 1o amb n"apn b anx L [ond anxew 1p - 1and 7w4] 1anb Srawr b vy mproo

WP oW B MK [Innm XN ana - bw $7wA] i S R2py D 9K Y NN amme DR X 0 15 KR 15 RS 5K onra kS anb pway 1 5K uKa fmn b 5k onxa inb 5k
[[1297 7 S nen anwnw 1R 051K MmN 125w on - 1bwn nwp Hw $7wA] 1nbwn

2 DD NWAD SR mmw




talmidim?

You know what R’ Chaim answered? R’ Chaim said, “R’ Yochanon ben Zakai was the only one of the 80 who was never amar
davar shelo shama mirabo.” He was the only one who never said anything that he didn’t hear from his rebbi. You know what we
would say today? “That’s not how you spread your wings! That’s not how you develop yourself. Dos is a ‘tape recorder.” A mentch
is a person vos hot far zich chiddushim, he says over his own chiddushim.” R’ Yochanon ben Zakai was a talmid. You want to know
how big a talmid he was? You can see it from the rebbi. What kind of talmid was Hillel? R’ Yochanon ben Zakai was a talmid of
Hillel, the smallest talmid of Hillel. And what kind of talmid was Hillel? Let’s take a look.

The mishnah in Eiduyos (1:3) says: 121 1iw52 01> 21 oIxw XOX ,mpnn nX 12ois P2Rw om 1ia X5n anix 5o - Hillel says a rule, “If
you have an amount of ‘hin’ of drawn water - it passuls the mikveh. However, a man must speak in the language of his rebbi.”
Now what does that mean? The Bartenura explains that the Mishnah is bothered by the following: Why did Hillel use the word hin
which is usually not the term used by Chazal? So the mishnah answers: 121 1iw’%2 1ni% 220 0IXY, because a person is mechuyav to
say it 121 1iwha. Hillel’s rebbi used the word “hin.”

The Rambam in his Pirush Hamishnayos, cited by Bartenura offers another pshat.5 The Rambam writes besheim aviv (in his
father’s name), sheshama meirabo, who heard from his Rebbi, the Ri Migash. Verabo, and the Ri Migash heard it from his rebbi,
the Rif zatzal. You know who the Rebbi of Hillel was? Shmaya veAvtalyon. Hillel learned by Shmaya veAvtalyon. And they were
geirim and they used to talk a bit strange; they pronounced some words differently, because they came from a foreign background.
And when they said the word, they didn’t say the word “hin.” They couldn’t say hin. They said “een.” And Hillel said it exactly how
they said it, “een.” So be’emes, what the mishnah is saying that, 1 X5n 1mix 551 (i.e. he didn’t say “hin” but “een”). But the mishnah
changed it to a “hin” because that is the proper word, hin. Now, if the rav makes a mistake, should his talmidim should make
mistakes? If the Rebbi was megamgem, he stutters, so the talmid should also stutter? What is the pshat?! The pshat is 21 oY
131 1ivha b, shteit azoi in Chazal! To be medayek in leshono. I would have thought the deveikus is just to get a good mesorah.
But if the rebbe makes a mistake, nu, it’s a mistake. Nein. There is a concept of 1mi> 2m1 01X mamash betzuroso veamroso. That is
why I noticed in my youth that in a certain yeshivah I used to go to, the talmidim there used to all emulate and speak in the same
sing-song voice of the rosh yeshivah. I was a bachur, and I used to make fun of it: “What kind of shtusim is that? Talk normally!
What are you hakn a tshaynik?” Ober nein: 121 1iwa Wi 21 oxw!

And then you go to Brisk and you see some of the Brisker talmidim and the Brisker Rav’s kids, they all try to talk the same
way. They try. 121 1iwba i 20 0IRY. Es is doh aza zach. Dos is a dveikus (this is what you call clinging with deveikus)

DO YOU HAVE A REBBI OR ONLY A REBBE FOR BRACHOS?

Because raboisati, you have to understand, the way the Torah is transmitted is from a rebbi to a talmid. And that’s why, when
I want to get to know someone the first thing I do, I ask somebody, “Who is your Rebbi?” Now, if he tells me he has a Rebbe that
is a Chassidishe Rebbe that he goes to for brachos, then you know he doesn’t have a Rebbi. That is a Rebbe for brachos. A Rebbi
means, “Can you tell me someone you learn Torah from?” And to me, it’s mind boggling because so many people, when you ask
them, “Who taught you Torah?” they have no idea. “Who taught you hashkafas hatorah?” “I don’t know, I saw it in sefarim.” You
know what they actually know? Zero. It’s not shayach otherwise. Two people could hear the same yesod, one has it al yedei the
mesorah of a rav le’talmid and one who saw it in a sefer somewhere, nisht al pi hamesorah. Maybe he even thought about it on
his own. Nisht dos is dos. It is not the same thing at all.

Have you ever seen in Brisk how they say, “Tatte azoi hot gezukt, de tatte azoi hot gezukt’? My rebbe, R’ Meir Soloveichik
(1929-2016), always said, “My father said this, my father said that, my father did this.” It was amazing. It was like an encyclopedia
of what his father did, and it was said with such emotion, with exact wording, etc.

A LONG CHAIN OF TALMIDIM: WE WILL NOT SHAME

There is a gemara in Sanhedrin (11a) that says Rebbi was once sitting giving a shiur and Rebbi was an istenis, the gemara
says, and he smelled the smell of garlic, a strong smell of garlic coming.® And he was getting disturbed in the shiur. So Rebbi said,
whoever ate garlic should leave the shiur. So R’ Chiya got up and he walked out of the shiur. Nu, everybody saw R’ Chiya get up,
they felt bad for him, so they all got up and they left the shiur. And the shiur was over. The whole talmud Torah of the rav and the
rebbi was stopped.

The next day, Rebbi Shimon, the son of Rebbi, meets R’ Chiya and he says, “Were you the one who caused the pain to my
father? You started this all with the garlic?” So he said, “Lo kein, chas veshalom. Ich volt nisht geton aza zach to the rebbi. I would
never do that to the Rebbi.” So Rashi says, so what is the pshat? He didn’t want to shame the person who really had the garlic, so
he went out and because everybody knew he was not the guilty party, they walked out with him, and mimeilah no one chapped
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who did it. Asks the gemara, and Rebbe Chiya 115 2m2a x3'1n? Where did R’ Chiya learn this hanhagah? What is the question of the
gemora?!

Did he learn it from the Mesilas Yesharim, Orchos Tzaddikim?! Of course he learned mussar, what do you mean?! Zogt de
gemara, nein! Azar hanhaga tut man nisht (this type of behavior you will not learn) unless you have a rebbi. You know what the
gemara says? You know where he learned it from? From R’ Meir.

What was the ma’aseh? One time, a lady came into the beis medrash and claimed that one of the people in the beis medrash
was mekadesh her and she didn’t know who it was. “So please, the one who was mekadesh me, stand up.” Now, you understand,
it wasn’t exactly a bekovodike ma’aseh. So what does the gemara say? The gemara says, R’ Meir got up and he said, “Come here,
I'm going to write you a get krisus. I'm going to write the get for you.” And he wrote a get. That was the rebbe. 1301 8912 1202 1Y
15, all the talmidim got up and each one of them said, “I'm also going to give a get krisus,” so that talmid shouldn’t chap bushos.
Frekt de gemara, i5 7ma X' n“, where did R’ Meir learn it from? He learned it from his rebbi, Shmuel Hakatan.

Al pt hahalacha, you can only decree when there will be an ibur Hashanah, a leap year, with seven people who were invited.
You had to be mezumanim migedolei Yisrael, specifically appointed and invited from the great sages. So Rabban Gamliel instructed
his gabbay to invite seven people. They came to this room to be me’aber the shanah and what do you think happened? There were
eight sages. So they said, whoever came shelo birshus, please leave. So Shmuel Hakatan gets up and he says, “I'm the one who
came shelo birshus, but I didn’t come to join you in the ibur. I just came to learn the halacha lemaaseh. I want to know how it’s
done.” Rashi says, keitzed atem nohegim, “I want to know what the minhag hadvarim is.” Amar lo Rabban Gamliel: “Shev beni
shev - sit my son, sit.” Reuiois kol hashanim lehisaber al yadcha. Rabban Gamliel said to him, “You sit, it is fitting that all the leap
years should be decreed by you. But the chachamim hoben gezokt you can only do it with mezumanim. So the gemara says that
really it wasn’t Shmuel Hakatan. He wasn’t the one who came uninvited. It was somebody else. But because of the busha, so they
shouldn’t know who came without reshus, Shmuel Hakatan got up. Frekt de gemara veiter, 15 7ma x2vn 1opi bXmwn? And Shmuel
Hakatan, where did he learn it from? Sx*m» 12 maown. Because it says in the navi Ezra, 15pn 1rax Xarp5 anxn o5y 12m SRome 12 mow pm
PR3, Shechanya ben Yechiel said we transgressed against Hashem and we married goyishe ladies mei’amei ha’aretz. So Rashi
says, Shechanya ben Yechiel was a tzaddik. He didn’t marry goyishe ladies. But he put himself together in the klal so the ones who
did shouldn’t be embarrassed. You hear that?! Ad kedei kach, that’s how far it goes! A guy marries a shiksa in Eretz Yisrael noch
de galus, noch de oinshim of Hashem, married shiksas and what does he say, mir hob gezindik (we sinned).

Frekt de gemara, 15 1ma X2 DX 12 732wn? Answers the gemora: pwinm. Who did Shechanya ben Yechiel learn it from? From
an incident with Yehoshua. When Yehoshua went to conquer Eretz Yisrael, there was a man named Achan who stole something, he
took something he wasn’t allowed to take. So Hashem said to Yehoshua, bxaw» xon, and He didn’t say the name of the person who
did it. And when Dasan veAviram went out to collect mann on Shabbos, Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to Moshe, nw5 onixn mx 1w
'nim 'myn - “How long will you all refuse to obey My commandments and My teachings” (Shemos 16:28). And Hashem didn’t
mention Dasan veAviram’s name. What do we see from the gemara? Besides for how chashuv it is, not to be Bana 12an 15 125n,
you see here that a mentch, his binyan, is made through a mesorah. And even more than that: R’ Chiya learned it from his rebbi,
who learned it from his rebbi, who ultimately learned it from Hakadosh Baruch Hu bichvodo ve’atzmo. So they were mekayem
15772 nabm and R Hp 1. Noiradik.

SUBMISSION FOR THE SAKE OF TRANSMISSION

The Pri Megadim brings down that a talmid should be machmir like his rebbi even if the halachah is not like that. He says
more. There is a gemara in Sukkah that says Rav Kahana said that a hadas is kosher even if it’s a hadas shoteh. Instead of having
three coming out of one place, it says if you have two and then one on a whole different level, it’s kosher. (We hold lehalachah it’s
a hadas shoteh and it’s pasul). The gemara (Sukka 32b) says R’ Acha Berei Derava was mehader to take such hadasim. You know
why? Because X315 277 mmmion pan 5xin (Rashi there). Since Rav Kahanah said so, it’s kosher, even though Rav Kahanah himself
is maskim that it’s better if it comes three out of one place.

So you see from this one thing. That the kfifus (subjugation) that a person has to a rav is a tenai (condition) in haavoras
haTorah, it’s a condition necessary for transmitting the Torah through the generations.

I remember hearing R’ Shlomo Wolbe say, “A yid at any age has to have a Rebbi.” He didn’t have a Rebbi, so he got himself
a Rebbi. First, R’ Yerucham was his Rebbi, then he had another Rebbi, and then he made Rav Hutner his Rebbi. He was mekabel
him as a Rebbi. He used to sit by him mamash like a talmid lifnei rabbo. Why? Because it doesn’t stop. He wanted to be kafuf to
somebody so that Hashem will use him as a tzinor. That is the tzinor for Hashem to give you daas usevunah.

Moshe Rabeinu was the one who was somech yadav on Yehoshua.

BEWARE OF TEACHING HALACHA IN FRONT OF YOUR REBBI

The gemara in Menachos (68b) 7 says that Rabbi Tarfon asked a kasha and R’ Yehuda ben Nechemiah, his talmid, answered
it. And the gemara says, 11970 "1 pnw, R’ Tarfon was quiet, as if he said a good teretz. So the gemara says, 12 i1 *21 5w 1Ip 1any
. R’ Yehuda ben Nechemiah was mamash smiling. The Rebbi is asking a kasha, and R’ Yehuda ben Nechemiah answered it,
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and the rebbe was shosak (silent). X2y 21 15 9K, Rabbi Akiva turned to him and said, 925 127¥ nmm, your face became lit up,
11 NX nawnw, that you were able to respond to the zakein? (Now, what would you say today? “No, not at all, baruch Hashem, the
rebbi is happy with me. I got a teretz, he wants a teretz, we're all looking for the emes over here.”) But Rabbi Akiva saw from his
face, you know what he said to him? “o 9xn ox 2mnn, I'll be amazed if you live much longer.” 7571 1R "RYOK 2272 711717 121 (0K,
that time was "1 moni ©Ay, it was before chag haPesach. So R’ Yehuda bar Ilai says, naxyb "n'byws, when I came for Shavuos, "nbrw
"5 3mR1 KIT 10 702 12 7 vnR, they said to me, 15 15m qvo, he died. The midas hadin was poigei’a him immediately.

The Chazon Ish used to say that we don’t find that Rabbi Tarfon had a kepeida on him. Rabbi Tarfon wasn’t upset with him,
and Am Yisrael lost aza gadol who had the koach to answer a kasha of R’ Tarfon. Hot the Chazon Ish gezokt, if there is no kfifus
for a Rav - if there is a lack of submission to a Rav - it is better that the person does not continue to be in this world!

The gemara in Meilah (17b) says that R’ Shimon bar Yochai was once sent on a shlichus by the chachamim to be mevatel the
gezeiros in Rome. The Chachamim chose R’ Elazar bar R’ Yosi, to accompany him. So R’ Yosi, his father, was petrified. He said,
“R’ Shimon bar Yochai is fire. My son - R’ Elazar - may not do the right thing and he’s going to end up a pile of bones because R’
Shimon bar Yochai may get upset at him for something]” So he didn’t want him to go. So R’ Yosi said, “I'm not sending R’ Elazar
unless R’ Shimon bar Yochai is mekabel that he’s not going to cause him any harm.” R’ Shimon bar Yochai agreed. But it happened
anyway. On the way, somebody met them and asked what the mekor was for a certain halachah. So the gemara says, R’ Elazar
twisted his mouth and he whispered silently, so R’ Shimon bar Yochai shouldn’t chap, so he shouldn’t be a moreh halachah bifnei
rabo, and he answered him. But R’ Shimon chapped and he turned to him and said, 7nx Dan Tmbnw 127 ANKX TNDW NN - from
the twisting of your mouth, I see you’re a talmid chacham. 1 see you know how to answer. But since you were moreh halachah
bifnei rabo, »ar S¥x 1an M SR, you’re not going to go back to your father. Shreck!

So Tosafos says over there bsheim Yerushalmi, what happened to him?® He contracted the worst of all sicknesses, askarah
- kosheh shebemisos. He talked with his tongue, that’s what caused him this illness. He was about to die and all of a sudden, R’
Shimon bar Yochai remembered, “Oy, I promised his father that he will return. I am not going to let him die!” So he davened for
him and brought him back. Unbelievable!

The Alter from Kelm hot gezokt, “It’s better for Klal Yisrael they shouldn’t have chachamim muflagim that are moreh
halachah bifnei rabo. Do you know why? Because it’s a challenge to the whole haavaras hatorah.” And that is the matzav today.
Today everybody says, “What do I need a mesorah for?! The whole thing of rebbeim is out the window. What, to have a Rebbi?!”

A REBBI IS A PIPELINE FOR SUCCESS

Rabosai, a mentch has to know that this is what the Torah is teaching us. Hashem tells Moshe Rabeinu, He (Hashem) has to appoint
Yehoshua, but it has to go through you (Moshe). Yehoshua can’t become a Yehoshua unless you are maavir to him and you give him over
the mesorah.

I remember, when I was a talmid by my rebbi, I used to walk around with a pad in my front pocket, like a reporter. And if my rebbi
said anything - at the end of the shiur he would give statements - I would write it down. We didn’t have tape recorders and he didn’t
allow them. The second the shiur was over, I closed my shiur notebook, and would pull out my pad. “What is he saying?” I used to write,
“Hayom...” I remember looking back and reading, “Today was the levayah of R’ Baruch Sorotzkin (before I knew of R’ Baruch Sorotzkin),
and I went to the levayah.” My rebbi spoke about it. I saw what he said on this and another inyanim. He spoke about the tziyonim and
how they were doing a particular gezeirah. “Today he spoke about kashrus.” “Today he was talking about this.” Every day I used to write.
And T used to have a seder with him once a week and I would ask him questions. I remembered every word he said. I used to write it
down in Yiddish. It took me a few hours. That was my project on Motzei Shabbosos, when I used to write it down. People said, “What are
you doing?” I don’t know where I got it from. I had this mishugaas. At that time, I didn’t understand what I was doing exactly. I had this
push, an urge. I wanted to have a Rebbi.

To say what the Brisker Rav said, or what the Chofetz Chaim said from a mesora is a great thing! But instead, we often hear: “I read
it in a book! I bought a book in English on how to be mechanech children, how to do this, or how to upgrade your Judaism.” That people
are big followers of! Any sefer that comes out today, people buy it. You know why? Because they don’t have a Rebbi. They don’t ask their
Rebbi.

We should be zoiche to take this lesson to heart and invest our utmost efforts to have a rebbi and learn the real mesorah from him.

« THEBOTTOMLINE

Although Hashem is the One who conveys gedulah and chochmah to a person, in the Torah the episode of Moshe’s
placing his hands on Yehoshua demonstrated the lesson for all generations - that the chochmas haTorah is only given
over to a talmid from his rebbi. We must understand that the entire essence of a Yid is founded on this mesorah. This
itself requires the total submission and dveikus of a talmid to a rebbi. This submission and dveikus are epitomized not
only by saying things in the name of one’s rebbi, but even by expressing rebbi’s mannerisms and speaking in his unique
shprach. And when a talmid does subjugate himself to his rebbi, Hashem makes him into a tzinor to give him da’as and
tevunah. This coming week, I keep this important lesson in mind when I interact with my rebbi.
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