The Dee
Pirkel Avot Project

Dedicated
to those who have tragically been murdered,
for the safe return of those missing or held hostage,
for the refuah of those injured,
the continued strength and bravery of our chayalim in the IDF
and safety of all those in our homeland of Israel.
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Rabbi Elazar said: Be diligent in the study of the Torah; And know how to answer a heretic, And know
before whom you toil, and that your employer is faithful, for He will pay you the reward of your labor.

R. Elazar’s advice of knowing how to respond to the Apikores (the heretic) is significant on many
levels. Our instinctive reaction might be not to engage with someone like this, not to dignify their
arguments with a response. But that is not the approach of the Torah.

In Vayikra 19:16, the Torah commands; “3N'MYy NN N'2IN NJiN - you should surely rebuke your
neighbour.” The common understanding of this is that when we see our friends sin we must alert
them to their wrongdoing. However, the Rambam, in Hilchos De’os 6.7, states that if we see our
friend going down the wrong path it is not enough for us simply to point out the error; it is our duty
to help him return to the correct path. And that is what Rabbi Eliezer is suggesting in our Mishna: we
cannot ignore a heretic and nor is it sufficient simply to highlight what we consider to be their errors.
Instead, we need to know how to answer their questions, so that we can guide them towards what is
right and good.

But being in a position where one is able to answer an Apikorus isn’t merely beneficial for the heretic
himself: it is also helpful for us. The Mishna doesn’t come to tell us to answer a heretic, but to know
how to answer a heretic. In other words, we need to be secure in our own knowledge so that we are

in a position to answer questions and deal with challenges. This, in turn, has a positive impact on our

own relationship with Hashem. Rabbeinu Bachya in his work Chovos Halevavos highlights that
through greater knowledge of the Torah and understanding of Hashem, our relationship with Him
deepens and takes on new meaning. We should strive for higher levels of security in our faith and
belief in Hashem for our own sake, as well as for those we can support.

The Mishna advises us how to achieve this: by studying Torah diligently and always remembering for
whom we are toiling and why we are learning. If we keep in mind that the purpose of our learning is to
bring ourselves closer to Hashem, we will find it easier to achieve that aim and avoid falling into
N heresy. Indeed, the Rambam in Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 4:13 writes that to ensure that we remain

firm believers, we should “fill our bellies with bread and meat” - namely, Torah.

_ Discussion Questions:
? | In what ways are you diligent in your study of Torah and how can you build on this?
iﬂ':; | Who guides you and who can you be a guide to in serving Hashem?

How can you remind yourself who you are ‘toiling’ for?
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Rabbi Elazar said: Be diligent in the study of the Torah; And know how to answer a heretic, And know
before whom you toil, and that your employer is faithful, for He will pay you the reward of your labor.

R. Elazar’s advice of knowing how to respond to the Apikores (the heretic) is significant on many levels. Our
instinctive reaction might be not to engage with someone like this, not to dignify their arguments with a
response. But that is not the approach of the Torah.

In Vayikra 19:16, the Torah commands; “n'ny NN N'2IiR N2IiN - you should surely rebuke your neighbour.” The
common understanding of this is that when we see our friends sin we must alert them to their wrongdoing.
However, the Rambam, in Hilchos De’os 6.7, states that if we see our friend going down the wrong path it is

not enough for us simply to point out the error; it is our duty to help him return to the correct path. And that
is what Rabbi Eliezer is suggesting in our Mishna: we cannot ignore a heretic and nor is it sufficient simply to

highlight what we consider to be their errors. Instead, we need to know how to answer their questions, so
that we can guide them towards what is right and good.

But being in a position where one is able to answer an Apikorus isn’t merely beneficial for the heretic
himself: it is also helpful for us. The Mishna doesn’t come to tell us to answer a heretic, but to know how to
answer a heretic. In other words, we need to be secure in our own knowledge so that we are in a position to
answer questions and deal with challenges. This, in turn, has a positive impact on our own relationship with
Hashem. Rabbeinu Bachya in his work Chovos Hal.evavos highlights that through greater knowledge of the

Torah and understanding of Hashem, our relationship with Him deepens and takes on new meaning. We
should strive for higher levels of security in our faith and belief in Hashem for our own sake, as well as for
those we can support.

The Mishna advises us how to achieve this: by studying Torah diligently and always remembering for whom
we are toiling and why we are learning. If we keep in mind that the purpose of our learning is to bring
ourselves closer to Hashem, we will find it easier to achieve that aim and avoid falling into heresy. Indeed,
the Rambam in Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 4:13 writes that to ensure that we remain firm believers, we should
“fill our bellies with bread and meat” - namely, Torah.

Discussion Questions:
In what ways are you diligent in your study of Torah and how can you build on this?
Who guides you and who can you be a guide to in serving Hashem?
How can you remind yourself who you are ‘toiling’ for?
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Binyamin Aryeh ben Simcha Sima

Aron Baruch Mordechai Ben Rivka Yehudis
Yoav Yisroel Ben Sarah
Elnadav Yedidya Ben Batya
Shmuel Yaakov Ben Nechama
Yakov Mordechai Ben Tehilla Sara
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Yonatan Eliyahu ben Josianne
Daniel ben Bracha Yehudit
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Shimon Betzalel ben Raya
Natanel Chaim ben Nechama
Yaacov ben chana Leah
Yonah pinchas gedalia
Chaim ben chana Leah
David ben Leah
David Shlomo ben Rut Yehudit
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Binyamin A
Josh H
Jacob H
Jonathan H
Shlomi
Yarin
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Ohad Ben Miriam and yehoshua
maordechai Ben Shoshana Blima
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David ben Devorah

nachshon shlomo Ben bluma Malka gittel
ahron Ben Rachel
Yosef zev ben Elka liba
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Boaz Matityahu bn Shaindel Mindel
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Ohad Ben bracha and achie-L Ben bracha
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Baruch Aaron ben Moshe
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Abigail bat Esther
Ilan ben Ruth
Adir ben Ruth
Gabriel ben Deborah
Idan ben Simja
Ariel Ephraim Ha Cohen ben Nathalie Ha Levy
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Natan Elie Bat Tila Bryna
Gadi shaul ben keren Shoshana
matan menachem Ben Danna, Maxim amit ben
Rachel
Yishai shimon ben daniella
Yonatan shalom ben gila tovah
Baruch Mordechai be gila tovah
Boaz Calev ben Yafa Miriam
Shaul Yehonatan ben Yochana Tamir ben Dafna
Alon ben Dafna
Oriya bat Tova Tziona
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Yoav Ben Gavriela
Mosheh ben Gavriela
Elad ben Gavriela
Nissim Yakov Ben Atara Vida
Daniel Tzvi Ben Shoshana Chaya
Yair Eytan Ben Shoshana Chaya
Amir Ben Yael
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Ariel ben Yishai
Betzalel efraim ben Nira Yehudis
Binyamin Beinish ben Rachel Leah
Elchanen David Ben Devorah Shoshanah
Eliyah Yehudah ben Sarit
Noam ben Leora
Noam Yakov ben Rachel
Qri Yishai ben Tzalah
Pinchas Nachum ben Devorah Shoshanah
Shlomo Simcha Bunim ben Aviva Bluma
Yakov Yehudah ben Yosifah
Yinon Aliyah ben Vered
Yinon ben Avvah Chafetziyah
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Yosef Aharon Ben chava Kayla
Daniel Alec Tzvi Ben chava kayla
Shmuel Aharon Ben Roiza
Gidon Eliyahu Ben Naomi
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Talya Ni'ima bat Gila Samuel
Niv ben Lisa Adina
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Gilad Desteh Ben Shalva Yiskah
Yehuda Moshe Ben Chana Luba
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Yonatan Zev ben Chaviva Sara
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Dovid Yaakov Yechiel ben Fayga Menucha
Yehuda Chanan ben Amalya Tovah
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Yehoshua ben Esther Necha Breindel
Matanya Daniel Ben Leah (new addition)
Moshe Chaim Ben Leah (new addition)
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Rivka Levy
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Daniel Shimon Ben Sharon
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Adi Margalit bat Elka Chana
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Shlomo Yair Chaim Ben Gittle Sara
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Yishai ben Yitzchak
Avraham Ben Yaffa
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Nathanel Abraham Shalom ben
Nahoum Maimon
AR ARRYL
NVl NN 78 12 07N 'VN
NJ7N 1IN
Ro’ee Ben yaron
N1I2T )2 NN
Sgt. Roey Chaim Ben Yisrael Meir
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Paul Kessler
Sharona shumnit harel
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Elisheva Rose Ida Lubin
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