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THE CONNECTION BETWEEN PESACH AND METZORA

There is an interesting Ibn Ezra on the pasuk in our parsha: yaixnn nain n'nn Nt
N3N 78 XAl IMInw o, “this shall be the law for a metzora at the time of being purified,
when he’s brought to the Kohen” (Vayikra 14:2). This is the law of the metzora and how he
goes through his taharah ceremony. It says (v. 3), nann7 yinn 7x |non xx'1, “the Kohen goes
outside the machaneh,” |n>n nxA1, “and the Kohen sees,” yinxn n nyaxn vai k911 manl, “and
behold the nega tzara’as has become healed from the tzarua.” 'nw Anon%? n71 [NdN NN
ATRI NY7IN W1 TIX YVI NNV 0N 019y, “the Kohen shall order two live, pure (i.e., kosher)
birds, cedar wood, crimson thread, and hyssop to be brought for the one to be purified” (v.
4). They shecht one of the birds, and the pasuk says they take the blood into a vessel and
then they dip the live bird in the dam of the bird that was shechted and they sprinkle it. It's
a process.

There’s a very interesting lIbn Ezra over here.! First, he points out that the yax yvn
D'NNXN 121 (oI TN RIn ATRNL, the eitz erez, the cedar tree, is the tallest among the
trees, and the eizov, the hyssop is the smallest. nn7w nnon "aTn TV, this is testified from
Shlomo Hamelech’s wisdom, n'7apa viT Rin ' 2TRN 7V WON7 X 'NIL

Now listen to this. n'anpg nnn nxnivl yannn nan ylixnn nni, the metzora, the person
who has tza’aras, and the house that gets nega’im are related. n'axn no® NinT> DN DA NN,
and they are similarly related to Pesach Mitzrayim. The Ibn Ezra tells us an amazing
chiddush over here! He tells us that there’s a hekesh, a comparison between the way the
metzora becomes tahor from his own personal galus - after he is sent out of the machaneh
- and the way Klal Yisrael prepared to get out of Mitzrayim. The korban that the Yidden
brought to get out of Mitzrayim is described in Parshas Bo (12:22) aitx nTiax nnnp71, “you
should take a bundle of eizov,” nTa pn%avl, “you should dip it in the blood,” 7x nnyani
qipwnn, “and apply it to the lintel.” The taharah of the metzora is similar to the korban
Pesach that Klal Yisrael did in Mitzrayim. Both ceremonies involved eizov, dam, tevilah
bedam, and hazayah. The question is, what’s the shaychus? What's the connection?

A SPEAKING MOUTH

You have to know the following: Rav Tzadok Hakohen, and many others, bring down
that the word pesach is really an allusion. It’s really two words. no no. Peh means ‘mouth’
and sach means ‘talking.’ It says the dibur (i.e. the Shechinah) was in galus. The Zohar
says that before the Yidden got out Mitzrayim, the dibur was in galus. That's why Moshe
Rabbeinu said 'ax naT1 wix X7, “I'm not a man of words” (Shemos 4:10). “I represent Klal
Yisrael's matzav of being in galus. The dibur is in galus. That's why | cannot speak.” Al
yedei the geulas Mitzrayim, the dibur went out of galus. What's the pshat?

This is a very common theme. We’re going to try to explain this today.

What was the episode that Hakadosh Baruch Hu used in order to bring about the
yeridah to Mitzrayim? Yosef being sold. That means it came about as a result of the sinas
hashevatim (hatred of the brothers) to Yosef. What caused the sinah of the shevatim to
Yosef? Because Yosef spoke ra about his brothers. That's how it started. The pasuk says:
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DN'AXR 78 Ny Dn2'T NX 9ol X', “And Yosef brought bad reports of them to their father”
(Bereishis 37:2). Similarly, the Bnei Yisrael were deserving of the slavery in Mitzrayim
because they had ba’alei lashon hara among them. Moshe Rabeinu said 1aTh v K,
“now the matter is known” (Shemos 2:14). It says when Moshe Rabbeinu came on the
second day and the Yidden said they’re going to go snitch on him, he said "aTh vy px.
Rashi over there brings down that Moshe was thinking 75n 78 w' nx Taywn n"apn nn%?
nmixn? What did Hashem do it for? Why did Hashem take them through such a difficult
shibud? It says |"107T Dna nxW TV, he saw amongst them malshinim, people who talk
lashon hara. That's why he said NaTn vy DR, “now the matter is known. The question that
| had has now been answered.” It means the shibud Mitzrayim was mainly in the area of
dibur, speech. It wasn’t stam. The essence of the galus Mitzrayim was considered a galus
of the dibur. What'’s the pshat?

The pshat is like this. Pharaoh, the melech of Mitzrayim represented the aspect of
dibur ra in the world. Therefore, someone who became meshubad to him, fell under his
“spell”. This notion was expressed by Pharaoh that even though he had many proofs that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu existed, what did he say? 17172 ynwx q"wx 'n m, “who is Hashem that
| should listen to His dibur?” (Shemos 5:2). I've told you this a number of times. The word
Pharaoh is the letters of peh ra. Pharaoh is pei reish ayin hei. The first letter and the last
letter is peh and the middle letters are ra. That was his essence. He was medaber ra al
Hashem, he spoke against Hashem.

The Arizal says that “Pharaoh” (nyv19) is also the letters of the word qavn, (when
spelled backwards) which means the “back of the neck.” There are two words we use to
describe the connection between the head and the body. The front we call the throat, and
the back we call the the “nape of the neck,” which in lashon hakodesh is qav. Pharaoh was
called qyn, the “neck,” which conceals the connection between his seichel (mind), and his
heart. That's why he was considered the “neck.” Because Pharaoh had a peh ra that’'s why
he was referred to as the oref, “the back of the neck.” 2

And that is why Pharaoh was able to be meshabed (subjugate) Klal Yisrael, since
there was a pegam in their own koach hadibur. There was a defect in their koach hadibur.
What was the defect? They were ba’alei lashon hara. When they were mesaken that cheit,
Pharaoh didn’t have koach over them anymore.

REDEMPTION AND SHMIRAS HALASHON

There’s a famous Chazal (Vayikra Rabbah 32:5) that many of you have heard. Maybe
you didn’t hear the end of it. It says nxxnn 7xw' 17821 02T T NIdTA, because of four things
Klal Yisrael was redeemed from Mitzrayim. nnimmw nx nw x7w, they didn’'t change their
names, D1Iw? NX nw X7v, they didn’t change their language and it says nwia'7n nx nw x7v,
they didn’t change their clothing and van w7 2y 1muna X7w, they didn’t speak lashon hora.
So the medrash?® asks: Nt nx N7 D'anIx I'nl yIn W7 72V 1ITwn X7 'mi, how do you know
that at the time before the geula Klal Yisrael had come to a matzav where they loved each
other and they weren’t talking lashon hara about each other? ani? Tinn, it says, n7xwi
nN1WN nWR, it says every woman should borrow from her neighbor. Klal Yisrael knew
about this from the time Hashem spoke to Moshe by the sneh. Twelve months went by and
nobody was malshin. No Jews revealed this secret to the Mitzri’im that they were planning
on cleaning them out. The normal tendency is you get one Jew who wants to spill the
beans to the goy so that he should ingratiate himself with the goyim, even though it's bad
for the other Jews. But the Yidden elevated themselves from that aspect of peh ra and they

2 Ed. note: in mystical writings, the face (or panim, which also means “interior”), is what gives illumination and reveals
the soul. The “back” represents that which is concealed, as little can be discerned by looking at one’s back. Based on
the concept of sefiros, da’as corresponds to the throat - because it is what unites the mind and the heart (via speech),
which is the function of da’as. Similar to the face then, the throat “illuminates” or reveals emotions through the power
of speech. Pharoah is compared to the “back of the neck” - representing exile and concealment, which prevents the
intellect (i.e. mind) in connecting with one’s emotions (i.e. heart). This is the ultimate constriction and the defect in the
power of speech, which was “in exile” and this is what, on a deeper level, caused Klal Yisroel to be enslaved.
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weren’t nichshal in the cheit of lashon hara during those last twelve months that they were
in Mitzrayim. Then they were zocheh to be redeemed from Mitzrayim.

The problem with lashon hara is that it creates a separation. Lashon hara comes from
sinah.

SPEECH IS THE ESSENCE OF THE GEULAH

It comes out then that the etzem nekudah of the geula is alluded to in the name of
the chag, Pesach. It means from now the peh is enabled to relate the niflaos of the Borei,
which it wasn’t able to do in the galus. That's why on the night of Pesach there’s a mitzvah
to lesaper! That's the mitzvah. The mitzvah is sippur. You don’t have a mitzvah of sippur
the rest of the year. Davka tonight there’s a mitzvah of sippur yetzias Mitzrayim - because
we want to demonstrate that our peh became tahor from the shibud and it became opened
and purified from its tumah!

The Sefas Emes writes that every day a person has to look back into yetzias Mitzrayim
in order to be zocheh to proper speech. You know how we fulfill that? We’re n7ixa nio
n7'on%. Every day we’re n7'on7 n71xa nio. We say 7xw' 782 'n nnx N2, What's the next
thing we say? nnon 'mow 'n, Hashem open up my lips. It means you want to be zocheh
to the pure dibur. You want to key in to yetzias Mitzrayim, and the geulas Mitzrayim is a
freedom, a taharah on the peh. It's a beautiful shtickel. The Sefas Emes says this.*

Now let’'s go back to what the Ibn Ezra says, that there’s a similarity between the
korbon pesach the Yidden brought to get out of Mitzrayim, and the procedure of the taharas
hametzora. Now we can understand what the common denominator is between geulas
Mitzrayim and geulas hametzora! For the two geulos, the essence is the galus of the dibur.
Tzaras comes because of cheit halashon and the shibud came because of cheit halashon.

The slavery started from the loshon hara of Yosef and the brothers and it continued
because of the lashon hora of the informers in Klal Yisroel. Yosef and the brothers brought
about shibud Mitzrayim which continued as long as they were still malshinim among the
people, and then Klal Yisrael were redeemed from Mitzrayim when they had a taharah on
the peh.

THE KESHER BETWEEN PESACH AND THESE PARSHIYOS

Now, it's interesting to note that every year the reading of the parshiyos of Tazria
and Metzora always falls out in the time of Pesach. Generally, it falls out before Pesach.
Sometimes it falls out right after Pesach. It's not stam a mikra. There’s a kesher between
them. It’s not a coincidence.

It says in the Navi Michah nix791 XX nxn yaxkn nXy m9, that in the geula
ha’asidah, the geula we're looking forward to, Hashem says, “I will show you niflaos like
you saw in the days when you went out of Mitzrayim” (Micah 7:15). We have to learn from
this that the geula ha’asidah will also be similar to the geulas Mitzrayim. Just like that geula
came about from a tikun from the cheit halashon, nT X AT D'ANIX I'N1 YN [1IW7 7V 1ITUN] K7W
(ibid), so too, as the Chafetz Chaim says in his preface to the Sefer Chafetz Chaim, when
the chataim of sinas chinam and lashon hara - which was the cause of the churban Bayis
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Sheini - will be corrected, the geula which we’re waiting for the last two thousand years
will finally come! That's the same zach! It's all connected! Mamash, you look back and
you see how history repeats itself! You have the sinas chinam of the dibur of Yosef and his
brothers, yetzias Mitzrayim, lashon hara, tikun of lashon hara, and coming out. Churban
Bayis Sheini - the same thing! Sinas chinam, the gemara says, lashon hara is what caused
it. The Chafetz Chaim says that this is what we need to be mesaken.®

A QUESTION OF HOW TO READ KRIAS SHEMA

There is a famous Rambam that says a person who reads Krias Shema bechol lashon
(in any language) has to be very careful that he reads it well in that other lashon, just like
he’s medakdek belashon hakodesh. He has to have the right grammar and the right words
and the right articulation when he does it in another language. Comes along the Ra’avid
and he says nyTn 7y 72170 07 'K, it doesn’t sit well on the mind. niiw7n 75w 9%, he says,
NIN wIN'9, every lashon is a peirush, 1w Wnx PTRT i, why do | have to be medakdek
after the peirush? That means even though, surely, you have to be medakdek in Krias
Shema, you have to say it without any mistakes and it has to be very articulate - that’s only
if you’re reading it in lashon hakodesh! But if you're reading it besha’ar leshonos, there’s
no ma’alah of being perfect!

What's the pshat in the Ra’avid’s ta’anah? The Ra’avid’s ta’anah is like this. Lashon
kodesh is unique in that, I'm saying what the essence of the thing is. All the other leshonos
- I'm not saying what the thing is in essence. I'm explaining what the superficial function of
this thing is. It's something about this thing. You can figure out what it is. That’s the chiluk.
If a guy calls a beheimah a ‘ beheimah,’ the pshat is bah mah, ‘in this, what’s there.’ It's the
description of a zach. If | say you're ‘an adam,” nnTxn |n w'x, it means there is ‘amazing
potential like adamah has potential.’ It's the thing itself. But if | say you're ‘a man,’ if | say
you're ‘an animal’ in English, that’s just a peirush hadevarim. So in the peirush hadevarim,
as long as what I’'m trying to explain is understood, that’s sufficient, even though I'm not
saying it clearly. The fact that it wasn’t grammatically correct is irrelevant. But if I'm saying
the essence of the thing itself, in lashon hakodesh, then if I'm not saying it properly, it is not
good enough.

In other words, lashon hakodesh is a true description of what the thing actually is.
But every other lashon is a peirush. That's the secret of 70 languages. There is lashon
hakodesh and there are shivim leshonos. Shivim leshonos are seventy different perushim
based on each lashon’s explanation of how they perceived it and it gives you their own
‘shtickel Torah’ understanding.

Regarding the geulas Mitzrayim it says Hakadosh Baruch Hu took us out of Mitzrayim
nimwen 7n nnnnini, He elevated us above all the leshonos. In the Hallel today, we said
™17 Dyn 2py' N oxnn R nkya, “When Kilal Yisrael went forth from Egypt, the house
of Jacob from a people of strange speech” (Tehillim 114:1). We describe Egypt as being
an am loez, a nation that speaks a foreign language. We went out of an am loez. We
were elevated to a bechinah of lashon hakodesh. It means Klal Yisrael became free. They
became locked into lashon hakodesh.

GALUS ALWAYS STARTS WITH CHEIT HADIBUR

It's amazing. What'’s the first galus that the Yidden got after they were in the midbar?
Where did the galus sprout its head again? By the meraglim. That also was caused by
lashon hara, the cheit hadibur. It's interesting how the galus always starts with the cheit
hadibur. The mishnah in Eiruchin (15a) says: 7y X7X 12T n'nIax 7y |'T 1Ta DNN) XY
vn 1w%, “the sentence (of not entering Eretz Yisrael) imposed on our ancestors in the
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wilderness was sealed only due to the malicious speech (disseminated by the meraglim).”
It says n'myo 2wy Nt MIx 102'1. They angered Hashem ten times, but it was only this tenth
time, when their sin involved /lashon hara, that it decreed that they would not enter Eretz
Yisrael.®

And Hashem said, “Now you cried. Now you’re going to lose the first Beis Hamikdash,
the second Beis Hamikdash. na'n 7w n'>2a Dn'a DNK, you're going to cause a cry, a bechiyah
ledoros.” It's not only galus Mitzrayim. It’s all the galuyos. That's why this negative dibur is
a special destructive koach.

Tza’aras is mevatel the bad dibur. The dibur ra, lashon hora, destroys the penimiyus,
the essence of the Yisrael, which causes a person to become detached from his shoresh
and now he has to go into galus. So the advantages of avoiding cheit hadibbur applies in
day to day living too.

SILENCE IS GOLDEN

The mishnah in Avos (1:17) states: xon x'an n'aT nann 7210 There’s a famous
gemara (Megillah 18a) that says v7021 n'1'n, a word is worth a selah, '"\na Xpinwn, silence is
worth two selaim. It says (Avos, ibid.) 210 q1a'7 'MX¥N X71 D'MONN |2 'N7TA A 7D IR D2 |IVNnY
ni'nwun. The healthiest thing that a person could do for his guf is shetikah. My grandfather
(Rav Avigdor Miller) always used to tell us this. He lived by it. He used to always say, “It
doesn’t say laneshamah. It says it's bad laguf, for the body.” 7" Mwa nx X'oN% 7' NX NN 7K,
don’t let your mouth cause your basar to suffer. He used to say that’'s what Chazal tell us
N{P'MYN 110 9117 'MKRXN X7.

THE OHR HACHAIM ON THE MAKKOS

There’s an interesting Ohr Hachaim (Shemos 8:4) on the asarah makkos.” He says
as follows. In the first makkah of dam, there was no sakanas maves. There was no danger
to life because they had water. The Mitzri’im bought it from Yisrael. They didn’t feel death
imminently. They were inconvenienced. Tzefardeiya was two things. It was the noise and
the fact that it mamash went into their stomachs. This mamash got closer to sakanah. They
got scared. That's why you see when it comes to dam, Pharaoh told his chartumim to try
to make the dam and they did so, as it says that Pharaoh turned around and said, “Ah, it’s
nothing.” By the tzefardeiya they also replicated it, but here he already begged Moshe,
'n 78 'y, to, “Daven to Hashem to get rid of this maves.”

Now it’s interesting. It says, ';n n'yT19¥n 101, “remove all the frogs from me” (Shemos
8:4). All he wanted was to get rid of the tzefardeiya from ‘within me.” | could live with the
tzefardeiya around me, but not in me. Get them away from me. That’s already getting too
close to home.

Kinim again, there was a lot of pain but there was no sakanah that the kinim were
going to pry up the stomachs and kill them. They knew it was etzba Elokim. They knew the
chartumim couldn’t do it but ny1o 2% TN (Shemos 8:15).
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Now, makkas arov, the wild animals already started to scare Pharoah. The Ohr
Hachaim says: Txn Ty X121 and he called Moshe and he said, 1nat 157. It was the first time
he’s saying, “Go and shecht. I'm ready to send you out. Daven for me.”

Makkas dever, the pestilence, when the animals started to die, since it was only in
the animals, even though he saw in the mikneh Yisrael none of them died, he didn’t ask for
rachamim to get rid of it.

Makkas shechin, boils. There was no sakanah even though it was extremely
uncomfortable to have this, he didn’t ask Moshe again to daven to get rid of it.

Makkas barad taka caused big thunder from Hashem, kolos and eish came from
shamayim. That put the fright of Hashem in him and he was afraid this was the beginning of
the mahapeichas Sedom veAmorah. So Pharoah said, “Hashem Hatzaddik. Daven for me!”

Makkas arbeh, again. His own mouth said, “Get rid of it for me, nmn nx 1 "7yn 101
ntn.” He was concerned about this maves.

Makkas choshech, again, you don’t see that he was asking from Moshe to daven for
him. The Ohr Hachaim says a very interesting chiddush. He says, maybe it's because of the
following. During the first three days, they lit lanterns and torches, which lit up the darkness.
During the last three days, they couldn’t move, so they couldn’t call Moshe. They were
stuck. Immediately after the seven days were over, Pharaoh told Moshe they could go, but
he wanted a guarantee that they’re going to come back. The makkah was already gone, so
he didn’t have to daven it should go away.

That'’s all from the Ohr Hachaim. The fear of death is what got Pharoah motivated.

ESCAPE AT YOUR PERIL

It says, there were ten doorways out of Mitzrayim. The Mitzri'im made the kishuf work
so that near every doorway they put another form of a different animal. By one, they had
a tzurah of a sus. By one, they had a tzurah of a chamor. By one, they had a tzurah of
a kelev and so on and so forth. If somebody escaped from one of the doors, they would
know exactly which door the guy left through, because using kishuf they made it that if a
guy left by one door, that tzurah began to cry and all those beheimos from that min started
to scream in Mitzrayim. So they knew which door the guy went through and they chased
after him.

It says qiaTn '9 7y, they went out from the doorway that had a tzurah of a kelev
because there were a lot of dogs in Mitzrayim. It was a big dog country. Also, they were big
mechutzafim, so Hakadosh Baruch Hu wanted to be mefarsem the nes that He rules over
the dogs. Bnei Yisrael went out from the doorway of the kelev 175 yan' X7 7w 12 7571
nnna TV URn? 1wy, “but not a dog shall snarl at any of the Jews, at any man or beast”
(Shemos 11:7).

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT

It says they traveled from Sukkos, and another passuk says they went from Ramses
to Sukkos. Now, Klal Yisrael were living in Eretz Goshen. From Goshen to Ramses is quite
a distance. So Hakadosh Baruch Hu took them from all over Goshen to Ramses and from
Ramses they went to Sukkos and they did it in an extremely short time. That was the first
international flight in history. By the seder you should ask, “When was the first international
flight in Jewish history and how many stops did it make?” Your guests will tell you Orville
Wright or your father will tell you about some guy in Morocco maybe. You'll tell them,
“No. The first flight was to Ramses. All the Yidden flew from Goshen to Ramses and from
Ramses to Sukkos. nmwa '21> 7y ndonx XwKI. It doesn’t mean literally, eagles. It means
Hashem took them out ke’eilu on kanfei nesharim. But they flew with all their belongings,
with all their assets.”
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Let me share with you an interesting Talmud Yerushalmi. The Yerushalmi says in
Pesachim (5:5): nwn 7w 17172 N> |N*1 ,X0' "2 DWA KNX 12 2pY' "0 K, Moshe’s voice was
given koach, n'xn yax 722 17nn 1717 o', it was able to go o n'waax 17nn, a forty day
distance. That'’s forty times fifteen parsa. What did it say? nnx n> 1179 nin 7y 179 nimn.
Group A, are those situated from here to there, nnx n> 179 nipn Ty 179 nipnni. Don’t be
amazed, he says. If by the kinim it says that Hashem made a handful of avak spread out
throughout the whole Mitzrayim, and it doesn’t usually do that, so a kol, which is the derech
to go very far, certainly. So what’s the chiddush?

The Yerushalmi continues. It wasn’t only Moshe’s voice. "7 'a1 1nk, just like Moshe
Rabeinu’s voice became a ‘microphone,” ny1o 7w 17172 n> |n1 7, Pharaoh’s speech also,
was heard by Klal Yisrael up to a forty days’ distance. What did it say? my Jinn Ixx mij,
“Get up and get out from my people.” ny19 'Tay nn'n 1avwY, “In the past you were avadim
of Pharaoh, but from now on, you're avdei Hashem.” That's when Klal Yisrael said ‘n'177n
N 1Ay 1970, meaning and not ny1o '1ay. Hashem made the sound waves loud. This is
another example of koach hadibbur featuring in the geula. Incredible!

WHO WAS HAPPIER THAN WHO?

You want to hear an amazing thing? The passuk in Tehillim says: onx¥a n'xn nnv,
“Egypt was happy when the Jews left” (Tehillim 105:38). The medresh Tehillim gives a
mashal. A donkey has a man riding on its back. The donkey can’t wait until the guy gets
off, and the man also can’t wait until he gets off the donkey. When the donkey stops and
the man gets off, the donkey is happy and the man is happy, and you don’t know who is
happier. They’re both happy. When Kilal Yisrael were in Mitzrayim the makkos came upon
the Mitzri’im and the worst part about it was that the Jewish avadim were watching. Kilal
Yisrael was hoping and waiting: “When are we getting out of here already? When will
Hashem finish His business so we can get going?” Once they were redeemed, both were
happy. "ni' nnw m o' nx |'x1, we don’t know who was happier. But since Dovid Hamelech
said onxya n'xn Ny, that Mitzrayim was happy, 1t inmy nxnw oyTir nx. Unbelievable!
From the fact that Dovid Hamelech wrote that Mitzrayim were happy, that’s a ra’ayah that
Mitzrayim were happier than the Jews to get rid of them.®

It's amazing. It says nn7 1wy X7 nT'x Da. They didn’t prepare anything for the trip. They
knew they were leaving. They should have been packing up their picnic baskets. That's
takeh a pelah. It's amazing. | never understood the medrash which discusses how many
Yidden actually left Mitzrayim. There are so many different cheshbonos about how many
went out. One says one out of five. One says one out of fifty. One out of five hundred. One
out of five thousand. Another medrash says two out of six hundred thousand left. Maybe
they were combined neshamos, compressed neshamos.

It says eiruv rav came out with them. How many eiruv rav came out with them? One
says a million and two hundred thousand. One says a million and four hundred thousand.
One says a million and six hundred thousand. That’s an awful lot of eiruv rav. Rabbi Akiva
says it was double six hundred thousand.
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GALUS MITZRAYIM AND THE RISE OF ANTISEMITISM (5782)

CONNECTING THE PRESENT SHIBUD TO THE PAST SHIBUD

Today was the third terrorist attack in Eretz Yisrael since Rav Chaim left us, and
each time, it was four people that perished.® We’re talking about the month of Adar and the
month of Nisan. That’s a time of nnnw? 12 1901 "wx wTnN. This is in the other direction,
r’l, where we’re taka witnessing the yagon ve’anachah, the sadness of this month. Hashem
Yisbarach is definitely talking to us and He’s talking to us loud and clear. Hashem should
have rachmanus. | would think that Hakadosh Baruch Hu doesn’t like our response to Rav
Chaim’s petirah. Can we say it’s just another day in the life of the Jewish people? Perhaps
we’re not carrying the torch. Maybe we’re not carrying on his legacy. It causes us to feel the
tzaras hashibud. It is not a simple matter.

MISTAKEN HISHTADLUS TO EASE THE TZA’AR OF GALUS

Now, one of the major factors in Mitzrayim was the shibud - being subjected to the
will of the Egyptians. Chazal (Shemos Rabbah 1:8) tell us exactly how the shibud, and the
suffering came, and we have to learn from that. There’s a lot to learn from it. It says when
Yosef Hatzaddik died, Klal Yisrael began to tamper with how they did bris milah. nnx, they
said, n'"xnd n'n, let us be like the Mitzri’im. n'axnn X'y |70 nwnw N7 nNX XN, that’s
why Moshe Rabbeinu had to circumcise them properly when they left Mitzrayim.°

Chazal tell us that when Kilal Yisrael began to do that, there was an immediate
response from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. What was the response? Once they were meifer
their bris, Hakadosh Baruch Hu was pa% 790, Hashem turned the hearts of the Egyptians,
my N1wY, to hate His nation, '7aya 721nnY, to go and come up with terrible plans against
the servants of Hashem (Tehillim 105:25). Two things. There’s amo, His nation in general
became hated, and for the avdei Hashem, plans were made against them.

You know what you see in this Chazal? What did you just hear? That the Mitzri’im
turned against Klal Yisrael precisely when Hashem was xiw%7 pa'? 190, Hashem has to
actively turn the hearts of the goyim to hate His people. If you study history, you see Jewish
people who were highly respected among cultured nations, and suddenly there was a
change of heart. If you read the nonsense from the umos haolam it'll tell you because the
economy went down. Whenever the economy suffers they look for a scapegoat, who to
blame it on. But Chazal tell us there’s no such thing as a goy hating a Yid or turning against
a Yid unless it’s my xaw? na'7 qon!

Now the question is, why did the Jewish people do that? Why in the world when
Yosef Hatzaddik died did they decide to do this crazy thing, to be meifer the bris? What
happened?

The Beis Halevi explains that the Am Yisrael who were in Mitzrayim knew clearly that
they were going to have to be subjected to Egyptian slavery. Hashem had told Avraham
Avinu in the bris bein habesarim, 1ITay* "W 120 NX Dal, so they knew that they’re going to
experience an avdus under the thumb of the Egyptians. That means, as respected as they
were in Egypt, as respected as Yosef Hatzaddik was, as respected as Yaakov Avinu was -

9 Rav Brog was referring to the terror attack in Bnei Brak on March 29, 2022, eleven days after the petirah of Rav
Chaim, zl.
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the history of Yaakov Avinu in Mitzrayim was gevaldig and they were the Shivtei Kah - still
in all, they knew there was going to be a slavery. As unimaginable as it was rational, it had
to happen. Now, why did they stop doing bris? It's a pelah.

The Beis Halevi explains that since they knew they were going to face slavery, all
these ‘chachamim’ got together, nnix 1y1 nImayi WAt ' a9, they knew this is going to
be. They began to come up with eitzos of how to limit the shibud and limit the hatred. “You
don’t have to just plunge in. Try to make it better.” So firstly, they came up with a plan to
attempt to show that they’re, number one, loyal to the Mitzrim, they’re loyal to the Egyptians,
and second of all, not only are they loyal but they’re similar. As if to say, “We’re not that
different.” They felt that if you become close and you relate to the host nation and you
minimize the differences between you and them, that will assist in minimizing the hatred."

Nowadays, it's the exact same thing. A few years ago in France they had these terrible
terrorist attacks. So what did they say? They came out with a thing: “No one should wear
yarmulkes anymore. Don’t wear {zitzis. You won’t be as conspicuous.” It made sense. It
makes a lot of sense actually. According to this logic, when people look different, people
feel different toward you. But if you don’t look different, you don’t feel different toward that
person.

They understood when Yosef Hatzaddik died, the time was arriving for the fulfillment
of that prophecy; they're going to be slaves in Mitzrayim for hundreds of years. They
understood that. So they came up with an idea of how to avoid looking like strangers.

Now, the main difference between goyim and Yidden in their guf is in the bris milah.
That sets the Jew apart, and it's a sign. A Jew wears the sign on his body. Before matan
Torah there were no other mitzvos that Klal Yisrael had openly besides for bris milah.
The bris milah set them apart as a descendant of zaro shel Avraham. So, they decided to
minimize the bris milah.

Now, the Beis Halevi clarifies that they didn’t actually neglect the mitzvah entirely.
Would Kilal Yisrael for such a reason stop doing bris milah? How can that be? That sounds
a little serious to mevatel bris milah, thirteen covenants! It's from the big mitzvah that
Avraham was given. Would they undo that mitzvah? It sounds preposterous. And the Beis
Halevi says that it is preposterous. He explains that they weren’'t mevatel the milah. You
know what they were mevatel? Pri’ah. There are two parts to the milah. There’s the milah,
the circumcision itself, where you cut off the orlah and then there’s the pri’ah where the
remaining membrane is pulled back. Avraham Avinu was only commanded on milah. He
wasn’t commanded on pri’ah. But Avraham Avinu did the pri’ah and Klal Yisrael emulated

him. They also did the pri’ah - until that point in time. But in Mitzrayim, after Yosef died,
they decided we’re not going to do pri’ah anymore. We're going to start to hide our milah
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without doing pri’ah so the milah is not as recognizable. What makes the milah completely
recognizable is when you do the pri’ah and you uncover the milah besides for cutting off
part of the orlah. So they made the cut but they didn’t do the pri’ah. Even though the cut
itself caused a difference between the Jew and the Mitzri, they wanted to stop doing the
pri’ah in order to minimize the difference between them.

The Beis Halevi says that milah and pri’ah actually serve two different roles. He says
milah, the cut, removes the orlah, the unwanted foreskin; it distinguishes the yid from the
goy. But the pri’ah grants the person a fosefos kedushah, an additional level of kedushah.
When we say wTj7 n'2 nika DNn I'R¥Ryl, zugt the Beis Halevi, it's referring to the pri‘ah.
That's the chasimah. That’s the signature of the milah. In Mitztrayim they did the milah, but
they wanted to find a medium of creating some safety measures. So they stopped doing
the pri’ah. That way, they avoided attaining the tosefes kedushah in order to minimize the
difference between themselves and the Mitzri’im. But the plan didn’t work. When they did
that Hashem turned the hearts of the Mitzri’im against the Am Yisrael. my xaw% pa%7 19on.

This is so important, such a yesod from the Beis Halevi. My rebbi used to speak
about this, how his zeida, the Beis HalLevi, explained that the Jew whose destiny was to
be subjugated to the galus Mitzrayim and the other galiyos always seeks eitzos of how to
minimize the galus. They come up with all kinds of rational eitzos which don’t work and
amount to nothing because all the hatred comes from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. xaw'7 nat7 7on
ny.

IMITATING THE GOYIM DOES NOT WORK

Sometimes you see chassidishe Yidden putting on baseball caps. They want to look
like they’re cool. They think the goyim don’t chap that they’re Yidden. You have these guys
with long beards who figured out some patent of folding, rolling, scrimping, crimping and
tucking it under with rubber bands or other eitzos - and they end up looking like funny Jews.
No one thinks that they’re ISIS and no one thinks that they’re a goy. If you're not sure, I'll
tell you a little secret. When you want to break down the nmy% 7xw' 2 n'y1an, when you
want to break down the difference that makes us stand out between us and them and you
want to be mekarev yourself to them to look like them, so that they should think we’re not
so different, in response to that, Hakadosh Baruch Hu makes you more separate. He turns
their hearts against you to hate you. It's not going to give you any safety. The person who
thinks that’s going to give him safety doesn’t begin to know that Hashem runs the world and
Hashem is the one who causes everything: 172y |'T™10n |> DX X7X NLON7N IVAXKR 711 DT 'R
n7unn, “a person injures his finger below, on earth, only if they declare about him on high
that he should be injured” (Chullin 7b). Whatever the Germans did had nothing whatsoever
to do with politics or the economy. It's a pelah, because the Jews in Germany were all
German. They were pure Germans. And then, as my grandfather used to say, one of the
takanos they made was that if you were a Jew, you had to have on your passport, “Moshe.”
If you called yourself Hans or Gretel or Adolf or Heinreich you had to first write Moshe, and
a lady had to write, “Sarah.” They gave you that name. It was a havdalah. They didn't let
Jews act like regular goyim. They took away their businesses. niimna o1 10wo. They kicked
them out of their schools. You would think that what they wanted was that you be more
niMan oy 2ivn. That is absolutely not what happened.

The Beis Halevi says, it's not even an onesh. It's Hashem helping the Jewish people
guard themselves. They should be shomer themselves that they shouldn’t mix with the
goyim. It's for their good. Hashem wants us to be separate. Hashem wants us to act
separate. Hashem wants us to live separately. So don’t think, now if you go amongst goyim
and you have your tzitzis out, that's going to bring you any negativity. I'll guarantee you it
will bring you positivity!

DON’T HIDE YOUR YAHADUS AND KEDUSHAH

A number of years ago when they started checking planes after the shoe bomber,
there was a place in the airport where they scanned you and gave you a whole security
check. One of the security guys called me over and he said, “Are you a rabbi?” “Yes.” “Can
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| ask you a question? What are those strings? | saw a couple of people like you had
those strings.” | said, “These strings? It's Jewish power. People who wear them are
people you should never start up with. They’ll never start up with you, but it's a symbol
of Jewish power.” The people who are stringless have no power.

You have to know you can’t imagine the kavod that they have for a person who
is Jewish. As much as you think it's the opposite, it's not true. They have great derech
eretz. And a person has to understand that the more he identifies with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, the more shemirah he is going to afford himself and the more shemirah Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is going to give him.

The Beis Halevi says that when they were meifer the bris in Mitzrayim, they did
it for a protective measure. But they made a mistake. It was an error. They thought it
would help them. It did the opposite. But it wasn’'t an aveirah. They weren’t rejecting
Hashem by this. That’'s why the passuk calls them amo and avadav. They're called His
nation. They're called servants of Hashem. They’re called one with Hashem.

You have to know that we’re talking about the birth of the Jewish nation that
transpired on Pesach. We have to understand that we're kedoshim. Our difference is
not just certain behavior. We are inherently kadosh. We are on a higher level than them
and you have to conduct yourself like that.

I'll tell you, I've had a lot of experiences in my life, where | saw that trying to
tuck yourself in and looking like something you're not resulted in Hashem being qon
NX1w7 D27, Hashem turns their heart. Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us acquire an
appreciation for having kedushas Yisrael. It's a sign of loyalty to Hashem. Part of what
Hashem wants from us as being loyal to Him. Not to be embarrassed by our association
with Him but rather to be full of pride that we are associated with Hashem.

I've had a number of goyim ask me, “Are you the chosen nation?” and | said, “You
betcha. Chosen nation, my friend.” | said, “That’s what the L-rd said. If you look in the
bible it says, I chose you to be My treasured nation. That's what we are.”

Now, what you have to add, however, is that chosenness doesn’'t empower us
to subjugate others, to put down others. It's something that obligates us to act in an
elevated manner. nxa'n nnax 12'947. The fact that we're different makes us obligated.

THE JUDGE AND THE LAWYER

I'll never forget what happened with a judge we were mekarev to Yiddishkeit who
struggled about wearing his yarmulke. You see, a lot of people who wear yarmulkes
struggle with wearing yarmulkes at work. They don’t know if it's a good idea or not a
good idea. They think maybe customers won’t come. | was once at my dentist, and he
walks into the room ‘rolling on the floor.’ | said, “Doc, what’s so funny? Share the joke
with me.” He said, “You're not going to believe this!” This doctor wears a yarmulke.
He tells me, in the next room, a kid came in with his mother, a goyishe kid and his
mother tells him, “Doc, you want to hear an interesting story?” She says, “This past
Friday, there was a big mass, a big atzeres of goyim in the biggest church in downtown
Cleveland and one of the big popes came. He was wearing a big yarmulke. He walked
down and everybody was looking at him with awe. And suddenly my kid calls out, ‘Ma,
he’s a dentist!’”” Because he knew his dentist wears a yarmulke, so he was sure that
this guy must be a dentist too. So | got a good laugh because a goyishe kid thought a
dentist wears a yarmulke!

In any case, this fellow we were mekarev was a former federal judge who
eventually became a regular lawyer. He was in a very big case in Columbus, Ohio, not a
very Yiddishe place. It was a multi-multimillion dollar case and both sides were fighting
and arguing it out. It was Friday afternoon, and this lawyer (who had become observant)
wanted to get home for Shabbos. So he asked the judge for something. The judge was
going to give them time. They were trying to buy time. He told the judge, “I'm short on

NOD - YIIXN NWID 7KW NIN'Y



time.” The judge said, “Why are you short on time? It's Friday afternoon, early. What's
the problem?” He said, “I'm an observant Jew.” He said, “So what?” He explained it to
the judge. He said, “I've never heard about that.” “Well, let me go.” So the judge called
a recess. “I'm going to check it out.” He went and he called a rabbi and he found out
that there is such a thing. He was shocked that you have to be home by a certain time.
On Shabbos you can’t do any melachah. He came back and said, “This lawyer is telling
the truth! I’'m not going to hear your arguments,” he told the other side. They said, “Why
not?!” He said, “Do you see that thing on his head? You know what that symbolizes?”
And the Jewish guy is ready to die because he didn’t want anybody to see. Here, he
tried to hide it inside his hair. The judge said, “Do you see that thing on his head?
You know what that thing symbolizes? That he’s an upstanding, honest citizen, so I'm
accepting his version of the events.” Bam!

He called me up and he said, “Rebbi, my yarmulke saved me! Not only did it not
destroy me, but it saved me!”

That's the opposite of my xaw7 na7 79n. So in case you think that you’re going to
protect yourself by acting like a goy, you're wrong. And that is one of the main lessons
we have to come out with from yetzias Mitzrayim.

HAVE A WONDERFUL YoM Tov!
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{g IN SUMMARY g}

The Ibn Ezra points out the similarities between the tahara
process of the metzora and Klal Yisrael leaving Mitzrayim. Both
the tzaraas and the shibud Mitzrayim were caused by the cheit of
lashon hora. That is why both the galus of the metzora and galus
Mitzrayim were considered exiles of the dibur. Once Klal Yisrael was
redeemed from Mitzrayim, the koach of dibur was also redeemed, as
the Zohar tells us. The Arizal draws a powerful connection between
the words ny19 and aayvn, to show that Pharaoh is called a “neck,”
to indicate the interference and nullification between his body and
his seichel, which caused a pegam of his mouth, giving him the
midah of peh ra. This enabled him to subjugate Klal Yisrael, who
also had a pegam in their dibur. It stemmed from the /lashon hora
in the incident of mechiras Yosef and continued in galus Mitzrayim
through the slanderous actions of the malshinim. However, as soon
as Klal Yisrael corrected the cheit - as indicated by Klal Yisrael
not informing the Egyptians about Hashem’s command to borrow
gold and silver utensils - Pharaoh couldn’t continue to subjugate
them anymore. We can now understand that the essence of Geulas
Mitzrayim is connected to the word noo (“peh-sach - a speaking
mouth”). This mouth, which was previously enslaved and couldn’t
relate the praises of Hakosh Boruch Hu, following Geulas Mitzrayim
is commanded in the mitzvah of sippur yetzias Mitzrayim. This
demonstrates that the dibur of Klal Yisrael has been redeemed
and has become tahor! With this, we can understand the words of
the lbn Ezra, that dibur is at the core of the two geulos (Mitzrayim
and the metzora), which first was subjugated and enslaved through
the cheit of lashon hora, but then became liberated. May we all
internalize this crucial lesson in our own lives, to continue to
emphasize learning hilchos shmiras halashon, to eradicate sinas
chinam, and be zoiche to witness the geula haasida, iy’H.
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