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SHIUR PRESENTED IN 5782

WHY IS AMEILUS BATORAH MENTIONED SEPARATELY?

In the parshah it says, 1270 'nipina oK, “if you walk in my statutes” (Vayikra 26:3).
Rashi says: W1ix xinwd, when it says mmwn 'mixn n«i, “and you should be shomer all
My mitzvos,” mx nixnn orr 10, so fulfillment of all the other mitzvos is covered with
the words of mnwn 'mixn nxi. That covers all the mitzvos. o' Ik nn X, so how do |
explain the words 1270 'nizina ox? What does that refer to? The answer is, n*my 1'nnw
N1, you should toil in Torah.

Similarly, when the pasuk (v. 14) says "7 wvnwn X7 oxi1, “and if you will not listen
to Me,” Rashi says when it says iwyn x41, “and you won’t do the mitzvos,” it means “all
mitzvos” you won’t do. So what does it mean *7 ivnwn X7 ox1? It means, if you won't listen
to Me, to be amal baTorah.

What's the obvious question over here? The first time | heard this question from
my rebbi (Rav Meir Halevi Soloveichik) | gave myself a mock patch. Why didn’t | think
of that pashute kasha!? The question is, when it says in the first part of the pasuk that
you should observe all My mitzvos, that means all of 613 mitzvos. One of those mitzvos
is talmud Torah. So talmud Torah is already covered! So what’'s the gemara saying that
1270 'miinal refers to the mitzvah of Torah? That’s already included in NnwnN 'nixn NI
Talmud Torah is also a mitzvah like all other mitzvos! It says pa n1aTi, 712% Dn1'wi
nnix onTY?1. So why would the Torah require a separate tzivuy (command) to be amal in
Torah? What does that teach me?

So the rebbi said a moradige zach. He said, what's muchach from here is that for
all the other mitzvos there’s no obligation of ameilus. If there would be an obligation of
ameilus for all mitzvos, then ameilus baTorah should also be included. So perforce then,
when we say, nnwn 'Mixn NKI, it means you have to observe My mitzvos but there’s no
obligation of ameilus! But when it comes to Torah it's more than just fulfilling the mitzvah
of talmud Torah. Over here, there’s a specific obligation to be amal baTorah!

Now we have to know what’s the difference. How come? Vus shtait dah? This is a
Brisker mind at work.

GETTING SECHAR FOR TIRCHAH FOR MITZVOS

We all understand that we have to do mitzvos even if the mitzvos are hard. You have
to do mitzvos no matter what. So what'’s the chiluk? The rebbi said there’s a tremendous
yesod here. And that is, that concerning all mitzvos, any difficulty, any toil that’s involved
in fulfilling the mitzvah is an obligation - but it's not a chelek of the fulfillment of the
mitzvah. Let’s say it's hard for you to go do a mitzvah, you've got to do it anyway. There’s
no exemption just because it's hard. And if you exert yourself to do the mitzvah, you
will get sechar for that mitzvah. For that tirchah that you put in, you will get rewarded.
But it has nothing to do with the fulfillment of the mitzvah. There is no difference in the
fulfillment of mitzvas tefillin between a person who works hard to fulfill it and a person
who does not work hard to fulfill it. The tefillin is the same tefillin. Somebody who keeps
Shabbos and it’'s very difficult for them or somebody who keeps Shabbos and it's not
difficult for them - both are fulfilling the mitzvah of keeping Shabbos. Extra tirchah means
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you’ll get rewarded for the extra tza’ar, but there’s no chiluk in the person’s mitzvah of
Shabbos if he fulfills it with difficulty or with ease.

But in Torah, there’s a fundamental difference between fulfilling the mitzvah with or
without toil, ameilus. You hear that yesod? It's a very important yesod for you to hear!
Torah learned without ameilus and Torah learned with ameilus is two different limud
Torahs. One guy learns one page of gemara with ameilus, and another guy learns a page
of gemara without ameilus. These are two different mitzvos! But if one guy has a strained
shoulder and he puts on tefillin and he’s muching and he’s krechtzing as he’s putting on
his tefillin, while another guy is in good shape and puts those tefillin on, wraps around,
no sweat - it's the same mitzvah of tefillin.

AMEILUS IS FOR EVERYBODY!

By limud haTorah you have to know that the toil in the learning is not just a heicha
timtza, the means of how to learn. That is the actual mitzvah and that's one of the
conditions required in fulfillment of the limud Torah. Learning Torah must come through
toil. And even if somebody has a very sharp mind - i.e., the guy is highly intelligent and
as soon as he opens a gemara he chaps it quickly - he also has to toil in Torah. And if
he doesn’t toil in Torah, he’s not fulfilling the mitzvah of talmud Torah properly. Toiling in
Torah is not just for somebody who is lacking the ability to learn. Every single person has
to toil in Torah.

It's pretty strange to think about it. We think if you’re very smart, you can get away
without toiling. If you’re not so smart, you’ve got to work hard. But that’s not the mitzvah.
Now, for people who are not so smart, you know what? They for sure have to work hard.
But, it's the people who are smart who have the harder challenge because they figure,
“Why should | work hard in learning Torah? | don’t have to work hard.”

You have to know that lacking ameilus, lacking toil is a chisaron, is a lack in the
essential fulfillment of the mitzvah of talmud Torah. This is an amazing thing. So let’s say
a person is listening to a shiur, listening to a class, and it’s very easy. It's not hard. That’s
not called toiling. He’s not fulfilling the mitzvah of talmud Torah properly.

It's an amazing zach. A person could listen to a shiur and it comes easy to him
and he doesn’t have to toil to chap the shiur - that person has not fulfilled the mitzvah of
talmud Torah properly when listening to that shiur.

My rebbi said another moradige zach. Let's say a person works very hard to fulfill
a mitzvah. He puts a lot of tirchah in to do a mitzvah. For example, let's say he doesn’t
have tefillin. He has to matriach himself to get tefillin. And he doesn’t end up getting the
tefillin. Did the guy accomplish anything? Zilch. Do you know why? Because he never put
the tefillin on. If you didn’t put the tefillin on, it's nothing. You didn’t accomplish anything!

But let’s say a guy is working hard to understand the gemara and he tries and he
tries and he tries and he doesn’t chap it. Have you heard of such things? Nu? You know
what my rebbi said? The person was mekayem the mitzvah of toiling in Torah, even if
after all the toil he didn’t chap the pshat in the sugya and he can’t be meyashev the sugya
and he can’t come out with clear conclusions. The etzem ameilus, the toil in itself, that is
the essence of the mitzvah.

PUSHING YOURSELF TO THE MAX

What is the definition of toil? This is another major mistake that many people
make. What does it mean ‘toiling in Torah’? Toiling in Torah means you’re toiling in the
actual learning of the Torah. But let's say a guy is toiling for things that bring to Torah.
For example, let's say the guy travels a far distance to go learn Torah. Is that ameilus
baTorah? No. Let’s say a guy doesn’t know how to transplate. And the guy has to break
his teeth on the teitch. This happens to most people at one point or another. Maybe in
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the beginning of your career it's more common. The guy says, “l was toiling in Torah.” No.
That’s not called toiling in Torah.

My rebbi used to say over from his father (the Brisker Rav) that people who think
that’s called toiling in Torah are mistaken. Let’s say a guy needs a sefer to explain the
gemara to him and he has to go shlep a ladder and he has to put the ladder up against
the bookshelf and climb up high, when he’s afraid of heights to get that sefer. Is that
ameilus baTorah? No.

Ameilus baTorah begins once the person knows what it says in the gemara. Vus
shtait. And he now is beginning to try to understand. Sometimes you see a gemara and
there’s a machlokes. Somebody says, “What are they arguing about? | really don’t know.
I'm all mevulbal.” That's not called ameilus baTorah. Figuring out vus shtait dah, what it
says, is not a kiyum mitzvah of ameilus baTorah. It's a side thing. Will the guy get some
sechar for that? Sure. Why not? It's not less important than any other mitzvah. It's a
preparation for a mitzvah. But to be mekayem the law that says 1>7n 'nizina ox, that only
starts al yedei amal in limud haTorah. That's a very great principle that my rebbi was
moser to us from his father. Rashi says in Berachos (6b)’, the sechar of Torah is toiling to
understand, when you’re meyageiah in the sevaros, you want to understand more than
simple facts.

When a person is working besha’as the shiur to chap the shiur, to understand it,
or when a person afterwards reviews the shiur to get a deeper understanding, and to
see where he could challenge himself to discover more and where he could understand
more - that's ameilus.

RAV ZALMAN VOLOZHIN’S MIDNIGHT RUN TO VILNA

There’s a story brought down in the sefer called Toldos Adam. Toldos Adam is a
sefer that a big talmid chacham wrote about Hagaon Rav Shlomo Zalman of Volozhin
(1756-1788), the brother of Rav Chaim (1749-1821). He was known as Rav Zelmele.
This man was a superstar. Ad kedei kach he was such a superstar (he was also a talmid
by the Vilna Gaon) that somebody asked Rav Chaim Volozhiner once, “Your brother
knows kol haTorah kulah by heart. Literally. What's the difference between him and the
Gaon? He seems to be as big as the Vilna Gaon.” You hear? A good question. A man
who knew kol haTorah kulah ba’al peh. You know what Rav Chaim said? “Ah! He doesn’t
come near to the Gaon.” They asked, “What'’s the chiluk?” He said, “I'll tell you. If you
ask my brother Torah, he knows kol haTorah like most people know asher yatzar.” Most
people hopefully know asher yatzar by heart. They did it a couple of times so they can
say it by heart. But go up to a guy and tell him, ‘Say asher yatzar backwards. Can you
say asher yatzar backwards? Try it.” No, you can't.

How could you read asher yatzar backwards? If you opened up a siddur and you
looked inside, you’d break your teeth but you could read it backwards. You'd say /a’asos
umafli basar kol.

He said, “My brother knows kol haTorah kulah ba’al peh, but by the Vilna Gaon, the
whole Torah is an open book in front of him. He could read it backwards and forwards
equally because it’s 727 ni7 7y nan>. He can read it backwards and forwards.” He fulfilled
the madreigah of pashut writing the Torah on his heart.

So, there was a story which Rav Leib ben Rav Ber from Vilna related about Rav
Zalmele. He said, one time he was learning in a beis hakenesses late at night in a little
village outside of Vilna called Shnipishek. In the middle of the night, Rav Zalmele was
overcome with a great desire. He needed a certain chashuve sefer that wasn't in this
little village, but it was in the library in Vilna. So he didn’t waste one second, and he ran
in the middle of the night by himself. He had to cross over a river. He ran into Vilna and
he came to the library. He said his knees were knocking one against the other because
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of the terrible cold that was outside. It was freezing. But he went there to learn. After he
finished learning from that sefer, some chashuve people in the shul who saw that he
arrived in the middle of the night to look at the sefer, asked him, “Tell us, why were you
matriach yourself to come all the way from Shnipishek to Vilna in the middle of the night.
It's so freezing. What's the pshat? What was the cheshbon?”

Listen to what he said. He said, “It's an ofene passuk in the Torah. The Torah says
(Devarim 30:12)', '1nx%7? x'n nmwa X7, Torah is not in shamayim that somebody would
have to say, ‘Who is going to go up to shamayim to take it for us?’ And it's not across
the sea that somebody could ask, ‘Who is going to cross the ocean to take it for us?’ So
Chazal (Eruvin 55a) say a peledike zach.? You know what the message of this passuk is?
You see an amazing thing from this pasuk. X'n n'mwa orv, if it would be in shamayim you
would have to figure out a way to get up there! And if it would be across the sea, you'd
have to cross the ocean to get there.” So he said, “A small distance from that little village
to the library in Vilna? Nu. It's not as far as shamayim to aretz. It's karov hu. It's even
closer than me’eiver leyam. So | shouldn’t have to go and do that?” So he held halachah
lema’aseh he had to do it.

There is another ma’aseh brought down in the sefer Toldos Ha’adam about Rav
Zalmele. One time he was overcome with a great desire to learn a certain sefer. The
problem was there was a huge box blocking that sefer, and the box would have taken
three people to move it. So Rav Zalmele walked back and forth in the room and he began
to learn and repeat to himself the following Chazal. He started to say, “Afilu bashamayim
you’re chayav to go after it.” And he started saying it with such a gevaldige bren, with
such hislavus, with such fire! And anybody who heard him was mamash impressed and
was overwhelmed by the sweetness and the love that he had for Torah. He kept repeating
it until he felt within himself tremendous strength. He ran over to this box that was in his
way that three people had to carry. He grabbed this box and he moved it - and he got the
sefer! People who watched him do this thought it was like a ‘Hercules.’

Now my rebbi said, “You know what you see from this? That all the amal, all the
tirchah, all the exertion and all the effort that a person makes, has no shaychus to ameilus
baTorah. Otherwise, you know what our passuk should have said? It should have said:
M2 0'my 'fnnw...n%N Mipina ox. It would have said that in the pasuk. In the Torah it
says that all the exertion and effort is not called ameilus baTorah. It's tremendous. That’s
the other passuk (in Devarim 30:12), x'n n'mwa X7 - that teaches me that ‘I'm going to
exert myself to cross the yam and go to shamayim,” but that superhuman exertion and
effort (like walking for few miles to a shul to learn from a particular sefer or moving a
heavy bookshelf to reach a sefer), is still not an essential part of the learning of the
Torah!™

If a guy has a very difficult time, he has arthritis and he has a hard time opening up
the gemara and he works very hard, he’ll for sure get sechar for that! But that’s not called
ameilus baTorah.

EXERTION IS NOT THE SAME AS TOIL

My rebbi said, “My father used to say constantly that nowadays we have no concept
of toiling in Torah. We have no concept of what it means to hureve in learning. What most
of us do know is how to bring ladders to the bookcase and to climb up the ladders to get
a sefer. That's the extent of what our toil is.” This is an amazing thing to know. This is
a mitzvah in the Torah. It's a chiyuv to be amal baTorah. A person could go through his
whole life without ever toiling in Torah.

NIYYA ANN YNY! 1Y DNF'TNRMYD 1% N7yt M nKY KD omya N7 '
NNK - X' DMWY DRY RN DAY K77 7R 0% 12un K71 KD DY K77 22MOT 'RNLROIT 12 KRN 12 MTaR KT D)2
NMINK 11Y7 7IX ANX - X' 07 12YNn DXREL,NMINR D7Y7 Y

3 Ed. note: as an additional clarification, the passuk of x'n nmwa X7 teaches us only about an inyan of “exerting”
oneself physically, i.e. to get to a shul or to reach a difficult to find sefer, or to even learn when one’s a sick - but the
chiddush of this passuk is that this exertion (no matter how intense) is not called ameilus. The passuk of mipina ox
17N, on the other hand, teaches us that there’s a specific mitzvah of ameilus (very different from a sheer physical
exertion), which - as was explained above - is to challenge oneself to understand the deeper meaning of vus shtait
dah, i.e. the inner sevaros of Tannaim and Amorayim, Chazal, and meforshim, etc.
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A talmid once came to Rav Baruch Ber and he told him over a shtickel Torah in the
Rashba. So Rav Baruch Ber said, “Did you ever, once in your life, toil over a Rashba
to the point that you got sick? You just ‘play’ with the Rashba. You are toying with the
Rashba. That’s not called learning Torah. That’s not called learning a Rashba.” You know
what that means?! It's unbelievable!

STAYING IN KINDERGARTEN

Sadly, most of our learning is that. We just don’t know the teitch, so we get a Jastrow.
Then, they had a Soncino. Some guy in Lakewood who finished Shas many times told
me, “My rebbi is Rebbi Artscroll.” He said, “This is my rebbi!” He chazered Shas many
times. This nice person has a whole program to get everybody else to chazer Shas with
him. But | told him, “You were never amal baTorah. Where is your ameilus baTorah? Tell
me one gemara you were on amal on.” | said, “What are all your chazaros worth?” The
guy has been chazering shas numerous times. | asked him what are you using now? He
said, “My rebbi. | don’t move from my rebbi.” | told him, “After so many chazaros, you're
like the guy in kindergarten who went there for the last ten years. He doesn’t move on to
first grade. Okay, so you needed it for ten years for your first fifty chazaros. You chazered
shas so many times. You still can’t learn shas today without an Artscroll?” But he’s still
holding by step one to figure out what the words mean.

A mentsch has to know that toiling in Torah is where it's at and all of the brachos, all
of the hatzlachos that the gemara says one gains through learning Torah is only through
toiling in Torah. Only through toiling!

TOIL MEANS TO STRAIGHTEN OUT YOUR SEICHEL!

There was a man named Rav Naftali Zilberberg (1850-1930). He was a tremendous
rav and talmid chacham from the city of Warsaw, and was known as “The Warsaw
Tzaddik.” He writes, “I’'m going to share with you something that | heard from my rebbi,
the gaon, the Sha’arei Simchah, in the name of Rav Akiva Eiger. Rav Akiva Eiger warned
his talmidim, the gaonim and the many talmidim of his talmidim, that the main toiling in
learning should be layhasher haseichel, to straighten out your seichel, to know how to
think straight. He says, even if al yedei zeh you will miss bekius because you can’t do
both - either be’iyun where you straighten out your mind, or you put efforts into bekius.
He explains that somebody whose seichel is yashar be’emes truly straight, his seichel
hayashar will protect him and prevent him from going off on tangents and coming up
with ideas that are counter to the gemara and counter to the Tosfos and counter to the
Ramban.

A KRUMKEIT IMPEDES TRUE UNDERSTANDING

If a man doesn’t have seichel hayasher, there’s a very simple test. Tell him to go
learn Ramban. You know what the first thing he says is? “Nah, it doesn’t make sense.”
Tell him to go learn a Tosfos. You know what he says? “Tosfos, it's not yashar. It's not
pashut pshat.”

You know what Rav Akiva Eiger said? The guy has krumme kup. If you learn and
acquire seichel hayashar, you'll be prevented from challenging the Torah’s seichel. 75 >
nwTp NaT, all of their holy words - the Ramban, Tosfos - n'7>na nwin, are yashar, are
right and straight betachlis hayashrus. nn'naT qi19'nn1, and the opposite of their words,
NN DIpy X', is crooked betachlis. Shpitz krumkeit. He says, a ba’al seichel hayashar
will not allow himself to sink into the mud of krumme Torah and end up in that bitter
Gehinom, rachmana litzlan meihei dayta. Hashem should save us from this da’as. That’s
from Rav Naftali Zilberberg.
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DEVELOP YOUR MIND TO THINK TORAHDIK

Whenever you learn, you have to always ask yourself, “Am | being an amal in this
Torah?” Diligence is wonderful. Halevai. But you have to first fulfill the requirement of
discernment in learning. Thinking in learning. Acquiring a Torah mind. To think Torahdik.

My rebbi used to say to me many times that people would come and suggest a
chiddush to his father, the Brisker Rav. His father would say, “Oy yoy, oy yoy. | can’t
hear that. | can’t hear that.” The guy would say, “What do you mean?” The Brisker Rav
would say, “That’s not Torah. That thought is not Torah.” There were kashas, there were
Torahdike kashas, but certain kashas weren’t Torahdike kashas and those kashas you
weren’t allowed to ask. And if you say krumme Torah that has nothing to do with Torahdike
seichel, that’s not Torah either. You may be using Torah words or borrowing Torah words
but you’re not being amal baTorah.

A person needs to develop his mind to think Torahdik. If you think Torahdik, then
you are truly being amal baTorah. That’'s why the Torah explains and clarifies the special
mitzvah in this week’s parshah of being amal baTorah.

PART 2: SHABBOS: BRINGING OuT HASHEM'S KavoD (5772)

SHABBOS’S MATE

There is a famous medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 11:8).% It says: 'kni' |2 lynw 7 1n, R’
Shimon bar Yochai, the Tana, taught, n“apn 197 naw nnx, Shabbos said to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, ait |2 w* 7107 071y 7w 1112, for everyone there is a mate, air |2 ' 71, but for
me, Yom Hashabbos, there’s no ben zug - | don’t have a mate. Hakadosh Baruch Hu
answers, aIT |2 X' 78w no1d, Kilal Yisrael is your mate. And when Kilal Yisrael came
before Har Sinai, n”apn nn%? '1nx, Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to them, '‘manxw 2aTh 1not
navwy, Hakadosh Baruch Hu told Klal Yisrael, remember what | said to Shabbos, noi
JAIT [2 RN IR

So there are several questions here. What does it mean, everyone has a ben zug?
Who is everyone? What are we referring to? Second of all, what does that mean, a mate?
Thirdly, why didn’t Shabbos have a mate when everyone else had? Did Shabbos have a
mate and lost it, or was it not given one from the start?

So there are a number of pshatim. Today, we are going to share with you the biur
on this Chazal from the Vilna Gaon (Biurei HaGr’a on Bava Kama 32b; quoted partially).®
More widely known in the velt are pshatim from the world of Chassidus,® but today we’re
going to learn from another source.

AT 2 nm [71D7, what are we referring to? It's referring to days. Every day has a
mate. What does it mean, every day has a mate? | thought there were six days, sheishes
yamim. There is yom rishon, there is yom sheini, yom shlishi. Where are the mates?

TN LAIT [2 17 'RY DMNIK 'RNOIT 271 1D 0 LA 12 7MY 1271 'RNOIT 101 N2 10 (Mawn DX ') 1912 N7 Nk T4
D190 0I' ,ANTI IV DI' ,NNT 1I'RY AN [AN] 12 7RINY 27 21T [2 07 N7 XNAY ,XNANY ,XUNN ,XNYIIXR KRN0, ,KN1v)
ANR AT PR 7,207 2 w997 07 7w 1120 ,KIN N2 WITEn 1197 DAY DR 'RNE 2 IVAY 20 N .D'NT DR NAY ,NNT
,NAYY MINRY 12T 1T KN N2 WITRR DNY 20K 1'0 1N 197 7KW ITAYY |11 21T [2 ' 7RIY N0 KIN N2 WITpn nY?
AUTR? MWD DI IR T (N, NMY) 1T 10,317 [ KD 788 N0
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Zogt der Vilna Gaon that yom rishon and yom revii are mates. Why? Because on
both of those days, Hashem created ohr. So therefore, yom alef was related to yom
daled. Similarly, yom sheini is related to yom chamishi because on both of those
days, Hashem created mayim, and something with mayim. And yom shlishi is a mate
of yom shishi because on both of those days, Hashem created something related to
the aretz.

Now, this is just a haschalah, we are just walking in the door. But at least now
we know what we're talking about. Chazal are telling us that the days have mates.
A chiddush. Each day is not an independent day. Yom alef is a mate with yom daled
because they have something in common, which is ohr. Yom beis with yom heh -
mayim. Gimel with vav - aretz. Now we have to understand: why is that considered a
mate? Maybe that’s similar. But calling it a mate?

THE TACHLIS OF THE BRIAH

Says the Gaon that the pshat as follows. What is the tachlis of the briah? The
tachlis in the briah is to reveal kavod shamayim. Everything | created, Hashem says,
| created for My kavod. To bring out My glory. You should become aware and be able
to see and chap that there is a Borei olam in the world.

Now, how do things bring out kavod shamayim? So, for example, on yom alef,
Hashem created ohr and choshech, light and darkness. On yom daled, Hashem
created meoros, which means that he created the sun and the moon. So the creation
of ohr and choshech came to its shleimus; it reached its pinnacle from this zivug
of yom alef together with yom daled. Now it was completed. And now that it was
completed, the kavod of shamayim was fully revealed. When you see a half-baked
object, it's choser, it's lacking in the kavod shamayim. But now with yom daled, there
is a davar sheleim.

The same is with the days when Hashem created mayim. The two days of mayim
brought out the shleimus of mayim. The two days of aretz brought out shleimus and
kavod shamayim.

However, Shabbos was without a mate. Now, the shaaleh is, why? So the teretz
is that Shabbos also had a mate. Initially, it had a mate. Who knows who the mate of
Shabbos was? Adam Harishon. That was the mate of Shabbos. In the Zohar it says
that if Adam Harishon would have been careful to follow the mitzvos of Hashem,
le’avda uleshamra until the arrival of Shabbos, through that avodah alone, Shabbos
Bereishis, the first Shabbos, would have become the n'm7ivin "n? nniani naw 170w D,
It would have reached its shpitz, and that would have been the last Shabbos. And the
whole tachlis of shamayim ve’aretz would have been fulfilled by Shabbos Bereishis
because that was the destiny of Shabbos. So certainly, Shabbos initially had a mate.
Adam Harishon.

However, when Adam Harishon sinned, he caused that Shabbos should not
come to its shpitz. The kavod shamayim from Shabbos, the "n7 nnimi naw 170w or
n'mY7ivn wasn’t brought out. So what happened? Shabbos now came to the Ribono
Shel Olam and said, aiT |2 w' n712%7, everyone has a ben zug through which they will
reach a shleimus and bring out the kavod shamayim, reaching their tachlis. But
Shabbos, because of the cheit of Adam Harishon, will not reach its tachlis. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu told him, don’t worry, | have a plan. There is going to be another Adam
Harishon and that is going to be Kilal Yisrael. Klal Yisrael is going to be mekabel the
Torah, and Kenesses Yisrael is going to be your ben zug.

KLAL YISRAEL IS SHABBOS’S MATE

So therefore, Chazal say, when Klal Yisrael was at Har Sinai, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu said to them, "Remember what | said, 'manx qwx 7aTn 1NOT, remember what |
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said to Shabbos that Kenesses Yisrael is your ben zug.” And therefore, the Shabbos of
matan Torah is when Shabbos reached its tachlis. The Torah was given on Shabbos.
And on that very Shabbos, Klal Yisrael became the ben zug of Shabbos and that was
the tachlis of maaseh shamayim ve’aretz. On that Shabbos, the kavod shamayim was
revealed in such a fashion, never to be revealed again. nyT? nxan nnx. It was shown,
it was demonstrated on that very Shabbos 1ma"n Tiv 'k n'7i7xn Xin ’'n . The greatest
revelation of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The tachlis maaseh shamayim ve’aretz, the shpitz
kavod shamayim came about on that great day. And it would have continued, but Kilal
Yisrael fell with the eigel, and when they fell, the tachlis of maaseh shamayim ve’aretz
also “fell.” And from then on, through the shmiras Shabbos of knesses Yisrael, slowly but
surely, midei Shabbos beshabato, one step at a time, we hope we are in the process of
reaching that shpitz of tachlis maaseh shamayim ve’aretz, the gilui of kavod Hashem that
can come from Shabbos.

As we mentioned from the Seforno many times, it says: nawn nx 7xw' 12 Nnwi
nawn nx niwyY?, and the Seforno explains: by being shomer the Shabbos ntn n71v3, in
this world, mawn oI nx niwy? nt 1 7y, through that, you’re going to be zocheh to create
Shabbos xan n71vY7, the big Shabbos that we’re awaiting.

So Shabbos is a day of zivug. It's a yom of zivug, nianTrn, of mating. Klal Yisrael
mates with Shabbos.

As we mentioned one time a noradige lashon from the Ramchal in his sefer
Derech Hashem regarding Shabbos: 1a 7172 nizaT 1an' 178 n'71ma nanip. Shabbos is an
opportunity for a yid to become extremely close to Hashem and attached and bonded to
Hashem. When a Jew becomes bonded to Hashem, that reveals, that brings forth the
kavod shamayim.”

The whole tachlis of any mating is to bring something forth and that's the essence of
Shabbos. A person should know that they are trying to get to the yom shekulo Shabbos,
which is the tachlis of maaseh shamayim ve’aretz. Our job in this world is laasos es
Hashabbos. The way we're going to do it is by not being mezalzel in the Shabbos,
but by respecting the Shabbos, by mating with the Shabbos. Sadly, many people are
not interested. They don’t remember anymore what Hashem said. Zichru, remember,
mah she’amarti leShabbos. Many of us forget that directive that Hashem told us, to
remember, and they think that Shabbos is just to refrain from desecrating it and not to be
shomer it and to bring out the kavod shamayim on Shabbos. This is something that has
become weakened.

We should be zocheh this Shabbos, be’ezras Hashem Yisbarach, to take note and
to do peulos to bond with the Shabbos. We should remember, 1wT7'? nawn oI nx 1IOT.
And any time you think about the tachlis of Shabbos - that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
the Borei olam, the manhig olam, Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives sechar ve’'onesh, ein od
milvado, there is nothing besides Hashem, and you are mekasher with Hashem and a
person learns Torah on Shabbos - that’s an unbelievable accomplishment! When you
say: n72j71 Naw 19 n7> NXIP? 'TIT NdY7 you realize you are saying, “Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, I'm looking forward to greeting You. I’'m looking forward to bringing forth Your kavod
shamayim with this shmiras Shabbos.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should be with us. We should be zocheh to advance in the
ladder of bringing forth some kavod shamayim this Shabbos and future Shabbosos.
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{g IN SUMMARY §:

The words of mnwn 'mixn nx1 P70 'nmgna oK, according to R’
Meir Soloveichik, draw a stark contrast between all the mitzvos and
the mitzvah of talmud Torah, teaching us that the mitzvos in general
do not require ameilus, but the mitzvah of talmud Torah must be
accomplished through ameilus. Furthermore, any amount of tircha
and toil that we may exhibit in performing other mitzvos is not an
intrinsic aspect of fulfilling them; however, when our Torah learning
lacks ameilus, it lacks the essential fulfillment of the mitzvah of Talmud
Torah. In addition, other mitzvos can only be accomplished when
we physically perform them - i.e. we succeed in putting on tefillin or
wearing tzitzis; but the mitzvah of ameilus baTorah is fundamentally
different, in that it can be fulfilled even if we didn’t grasp or fully
understand the subject matter that we were learning. The Brisker Rav
said that the ameilus begins once a person knows what the Gemara
is saying and starts to toil in sevaros, trying to understand more than
just the simple facts on the page. R’ Akiva Eiger taught that ameilus
straightens out our seichel, enabling us to think straight as part of
our darkei limud. In these few remaining weeks before Shavuos, |
will try (bli neder)to infuse my learning - especially if | have an iyun
seder - with an extra effort of uncovering deeper sevaros of Tannaim
and Amorayim. By choosing to spend few extra minutes in the Beis
Medrash to toil a little bit more and “break my head” a little bit more
on the sugya, | will be zoiche, iy’H, to feel more of that true sense of
sweetness of being amol b’Torah - just in time for the Yom Kabbalas
HaTorah.
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