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BRIS SHALOM

Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon Hakohen rose to the occasion and
performed an act of zealotry to stand up for the honor of Hashem (Bamidbar
25:10). Because of this great action of his, he was zocheh to be gebentched
with the greatest of brachos. The passuk says: ni7w 'nna nx 17 |[nn M0,
“behold, | have given him a covenant of peace” (Bamidbar 25:12). The Seforno
explains that since Pinchas 'a'n nx 21, he struggled My struggle - he fought
Hashem'’s battle for Hashem - in that zechus, he received bris shalom. What
is bris shalom? 1n'7'xx, | will save him, niTaann %5 a'n, from all antagonism to
his way of life. Pinchas will be saved from all antagonism toward him, 17 n'n"
ni?7wn, and he will be a man who will live in peace.!

Sadly, we live in a world where most of us have our misnagdim. Sometimes
a person’s wife is his misnaged. What does the passuk (Mishley 16:7) say?
W'N T (0 Niv13, “when Hashem favors the ways of a man,” Inx n'7wr 12X na,
“his enemies will make shalom with him.” Chazal ask (Bereishis Rabbah 54:1)?
who are one’s enemies? His wife. Sometimes it’s your kids. Sometimes, one’s
kids are his enemies. There are very few people we know who don’t have
misnagdim. Even a choshuve rav in a city who is very successful will often
have misnagdim. Success comes together with misnagdim. People challenge
you. It's not an unusual thing.

But because Pinchas fought Hashem’s battle, Hashem said, “I'm going
to save you from the strife of all antagonism. You’re going to have peace
in your life.” That's an amazing brachah. To go through life beshalom is a
rarity. | don’t know anybody like that. Big gedolim were challenged. It even
says regarding the malachim in Shamayim rminna ni7w nwiy, Hashem makes
shalom bemeromav. A rosh yeshivah once asked: who is fighting in shamayim?
What are malachim fighting about? nt% nt niwn nann N2 pfanx 070. It's
amazing that the shalom between them is needed. Do you know why it’s like
that? Do you know why it says: nt? Nt niwn DN nar 07> and there'’s
shalom? Because Iminna niw nwiy, because Hashem makes the shalom
bemeromav. Otherwise, naturally, if there are two beings, there is going to
be some strife. It's the same thing with husband and wife. If you’re zocheh to
shalom it's a very big zechiyah. It's only if Shechinah beineihem, with them. If
the Shechinah is there and present, then you have shalom. Otherwise, there’s
strife.
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Pinchas’s actions also brought a tremendous kapparah to Bnei Yisrael.
The Seforno explains that since Pinchas performed his act of zealotry before
everybody’s eyes so that they should have kapparah for not protesting in
the face of the sinners, n71v nand%? xin "Ik 2%, therefore, he is deserving of
kehunas olam, the position of kehunah nTya 19> na WK, through which he
would also bring kapparah for Klal Yisrael.

THE RIGHT TO HAVE SECHAR

The Ohr Hachaim adds that Pinchas was concerned about the kavod
of Hashem.® So, he did something for the kavod of Hashem. And what did
Hashem pay him back with? His kavod was elevated, and he was zocheh
to become a Kohen - it was a matanah from Hashem. He did not become a
Kohen through his father. Generally, Kohanim become Kohanim [since they
are the children of] their father. But Pinchas was zocheh on his own. And
because he brought shalom between Yisrael and avihem shebashamayim,
he was zocheh to the bris shalom. And just as he brought such a benefit to
Klal Yisrael that went on for doros - he stopped a terrible mageifah and many
Yidden lived for many generations afterwards as a result of that - so middah
keneged middah he was zocheh to tovah from Hashem that would go on for
many doros to come. 071y NINd N2 MNX W71 17 annl. Unbelievable!

We have to know that Hakadosh Baruch Hu’'s middos are middah
keneged middah. Now, the medrash (Midrash Aggadah, Bamidbar 25:2)* says
an interesting thing. It says that because of what Pinchas did, 710'w xin P12
1N>w nX, by right, he should get his reward. This is very difficult to understand.
Anybody who does a good deed, gets his sechar by right. What is unique
about Pinchas that he rightfully should get zechus? Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gives sechar for every single good thing a person does. What is the meaning
of this medrash?

A GOOD TZADDIK

There is a beautiful vort from the Steipler (1899-1985), zichrono levracah,
that carries with it a big yesod. The gemara in Kiddushin (40a) discusses the
mishnah that we read every morning; eilu devarim, these are the mitzvos,
Nt D71V Dn'NN'e 721k DR, that a person eats their peiros, their dividends
in this world, xan n71y7 nn*'j7 |nj7ni, and the principal is waiting for him in olam
haba, in the next world. We learn each one from the relevant pessukim. The
gemara clarifies over there a very interesting passuk. The passuk says: nnx
I70R' DN'77un M9 D 110 D 'Y, a tzaddik who is tov, who is good, will eat of the
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fruits of his good actions. The gemara asks, is there a {zaddik who is good and
a tzaddik who is not good?®

The gemara answers that a good tzaddik is someone who is tov
leshamayim, he is good for Hashem, and he’s tov la’briyos, good for other
people. That's a fzaddik tov, a gutte tzaddik. But a tzaddik who is tov
leShamayim, but not for other people, that is a tzaddik who is not good. In
other words, there are some mitzvos that are only good /laShamayim, like
tzitzis, for example. They’re good for Hashem but they don’t bring benefits
to other people. Other mitzvos can benefit other people as well. Nu? So the
gemara says that when a person is a good tzaddik and he does actions that
bring benefit to Hashem and bring benefit to people, then it says “he will
eat the fruit of his actions.” Then you will eat the fruit, the dividends, of your
actions in this world. You have to remember this gemara. You want to eat the
dividends in this world? It has to be good deeds that benefit others. If you do
great deeds, great tzidkus, but they only benefit shamayim - you can’t expect
to get dividends in this world. You'll get them in the next world.

Now, how would you classify this action of Pinchas? He stood up and
was zealous for Hashem. He did a ma’aseh kanaus and he stood up for the
honor of Hashem. Seemingly, with that action, he benefited only Hashem. He
did a great act of mesiras nefesh for Hashem. He could have gotten killed.
It was a tremendous action that he did. But it wasn’t a tovah for the people.
Adaraba, he killed the leader of a shevet. Zimri was the leader, the nasi of
Shevet Shimon. He deprived them of their leader. Even though lechorah he’s
going to get tremendous sechar and tremendous zechus in the world to come,
but in this world, he should not be entitled to dividends. Lechorah, it's not
within his rights to get benefits in this world. Why did he get the bris kehunas
olam? Why did he get paid in this world?

The Steipler explains the reason is because with this action Pinchas saved
Klal Yisrael from the mageifah, from the pandemic they were experiencing.
And since he saved Klal Yisrael, there is no greater fovah for the people than
this. He did an action to save Kilal Yisrael from destruction, and for that, he
deserves peiros in olam hazeh. That’'s what the passuk means when it says
MNN DX Q'Y D20 [NNR |2 1TY7R |2 omo, he turned back my wrath against
Bnei Yisrael - so his action was fov labrios - 'mma nx 17 [N 110 WK PY
ni7v, therefore - since he was tov la’briyos - | am going to give him all these
berachos in this world.

It's very interesting. What he’s saying is that if you do actions that are tov
laMakom and tov labrios, you'’re also going to get the sechar for the part of that
action that was tov for Hashem. And that’'s peshat in the medrash that says
1MW 710'w NI 'T2. An act that’s good for Hashem alone doesn’t get rewarded
in this world, but if you have an act that you did for Hashem, for the kavod of
Hashem, but it brings about that the wrath of Hashem is turned away from Kial
Yisrael, then it is bedin hu, rightful, to get the dividends in this world. The ikar
sechar will be in olam haba, but the peiros is be’olam hazeh.
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DOING CHESSED BRINGS CHESSED

This is something that we have to know. People sometimes need the
chessed of Hashem, and they think of which mitzvos to do. They have to
know that if you do chessed to others, you will be zocheh to chessed. Let’s
say you're a person who needs a shidduch. A lot of people need shidduchim.
A lot of people need children. What's the eitzah? Do chessed for others. The
Chafetz Chaim said if you need children, he used to give you an eitzah to
open up a gemach. Not davka a gemach, but to do chessed with others. It's
not easy to run a gemach. People come to you for money. You chase them
down to get back the money. You're putting yourself out there for chessed. If
you put yourself out there for chessed, you’re going to be zocheh to chessed.®

HASHKAMAH AND TORAH ARE CHESSED

Now, there’s another chiddush in that mishnah. You know what the big
chiddush in this mishnah is? The last thing on the list in that mishnah is talmud
Torah. It says 071> 1210 NN Tm7n. Most people would never have thought that
talmud Torah is called a chessed for others. Kibud av ve’eim we understand.
Gemilus chassadim, we understand. Hachnasas orchim, bikur cholim. Tm%n
n71> 7215 NN?

It says another thing here that's surprising. n'a'nw wa™n n2a nndwn
nawl. It's a chiddush. Coming to shul on time, or early is something that's a
benefit for the Klal Yisrael because you’re helping their tefillos be accepted. A
person davens in his house. Nu, very nice. But he’s not being mechazek the
tefillah of Klal Yisrael, n'aayi n'anw waTtnn n'a nndwin is rendering a chessed
with others. Talmud Torah is a great chessed.

Rav Yaakov Edelstein, who was a famous rav in Eretz Yisrael, was asked
by another gadol hador, Rav Shmuel Wosner, to what do you attribute the fact
that your brachos work? It was known that Rav Yaakov Edelstein’s brachos
were amazing. They were poel letovah. So Rav Shmuel asked Rav Yaakov,
“Tell me what'’s the secret.” He hemmed and he hawed. He said to him, “How
do you know they work? Meheicha teisi they work?” But Rav Shmuel didn’t
want to hear those answers. Eventually he said, “Maybe it's middah keneged
middah.” Rav Yaakov Edelstein said, “Many people come to me, and | listen to
each one of them with great patience. No one leaves my house saying that |
rushed him and | didn’t give him full attention. Maybe that’'s why in Shamayim
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they conduct themselves with me in the same fashion and they listen to me
patiently, and they do what | ask.” You hear that? You should know it works
both ways. If a person is negative about doing chessed to other people, how
can they hope to receive chessed?

DROPPING DEAD IN THE MIDDLE BIRCAS KOHANIM

Rav Chatzkel Levenstein (1885-1974) said that before he came to
America and Eretz Yisrael, back in Europe, there was a certain shul where
yeshivah bachurim would learn. One of the gabbaim of that shul brought a lot
of pressure upon the bnei hayeshivah that were learning there. In those days,
they didn’t have official yeshivah buildings. People learned in batei medrash.
This guy was always shrying at the bachurim to maintain the order in the beis
hakenesses, and he disturbed their learning. In the end, he kicked them out
of the shul. Over the years, Rav Chatzkel said whenever he met a person
from that city, he asked about that gabbai. “What happened to that gabbai?
What was the end of the gabbai?” Until one day, he met somebody from that
city, who told him, “The gabbai died.” Rav Chatzkel asked, “What happened?”
He said, “He had a heart attack on Yom Tov in shul in the middle of Birkas
Kohanim. He collapsed in the middle of Birkas Kohanim. They didn’t want to
have the Kohanim in the same room as the meis, and they couldn’t stop the
Birkas Kohanim. So you know what they did? They took the meis and carried
him out of shul and dropped his body outside the shul in the middle of Birkas
Kohanim.”

Rav Chatzkel said, “Ah! All these years, | waited to see the hashgachah
of Hashem. How Hashem is going to pay him back middah keneged middah.
Just like he did, he drove out the bachurim from the shul, so too it was done
to him. They left his body outside the shul.”

Everything that Hashem does is middah keneged middah. There’s
nothing not middah keneged middah.

WHY WAS R’ CHAIM VOLOZHIN’S SEFER TORAH STOLEN?

There’s a famous story that’s brought down in sefer Kesser Rosh from
Rav Chaim Volozhiner (1749-1821). Rav Chaim Volozhiner was extremely
medakdek to hear Krias HaTorah on Mondays and Thursdays and he was
moser nefesh for this. Even if he was traveling, he wasn’t mevater on this
mitzvah no matter what. There was a ma’aseh that happened at his son Rav
Itzele’s chasunah. They were on the way to the chasunah. It was a Monday.
They stayed overnight in an inn, and there wasn’t any Sefer Torah. Rav Chaim
tried with all his powers to travel somewhere where there would be a Sefer
Torah so he could hear Krias HaTorah but there was an older rav who was
with him at that time, and the rav told him you don’t have to go to such extreme
efforts. “It's the time of the chasunah. You’re bederech to do a mitzvah. You're
osek bemitzvah, so you’re patur.” The gemara says the people who are osek
in a chasunah are patur from tefilah. Rav Chaim was mevatel his own opinion
to the opinion of this older rav, and he said, “Okay.”

After the chasunah, they came home and Rav Chaim opened up the
Aron Kodesh and saw that his private Sefer Torah was gone. It was stolen.
It disappeared. Rav Chaim was very accustomed to immediately making
an extreme cheshbon hanefesh whenever something happened to him. He
would try to figure out the reason Hashem did it to him, in order to restore his
possessions. After some reflection, he understood that the reason his sefer
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Torah was stolen was because he wasn’t makpid to hear Krias HaTorah. He
went alone into his room, and he did viduy, and was mekabel on himself to be
extremely scrupulous with Krias HaTorah on Mondays and Thursdays. He was
mekabel from his rebbi, the Gr’a, that if someone does teshuvah right after he
gets punished, and is mesvadeh properly and mekabel to better his ways, it's
not shayach that the damage should remain and his chisaron will immediately
be restored. The Gaon based this on the gemara in Brachos (5b). It says Rav
Huna had four hundred barrels of wine that turned to vinegar, and after he
made a cheshbon hanefesh and found the reason why it happened to him, he
did teshuvah immediately. The gemara says, according to one opinion, that
the vinegar turned back to wine, and according to another opinion, the price of
vinegar shot up, and it was sold for the price of wine.”

Rav Chaim was in his room being osek beteshuvah, and he received
word that his sefer Torah was found. When they opened it up, it was a peledike
zach. The page that he missed [hearing during that] Krias HaTorah was gone
[from his personal sefer Torah]. Nu, so they asked him, “What's pshat?”
Lechorah, he got back the sefer Torah, so he should get back that yeriah also.
If everything is middah keneged middah and if you do viduy the yesurim go
away. [So why was one yeriah missing?] He said Shamayim wants to give him
a zechus that he should be mekayem once again the mitzvah of kesivas sefer
Torah, by writing that particular yeriah that’'s missing. He says [in his sefer] it
seems that it was the sechar for the mitzvah of teshuvah, that now it became a
zechus for him and [in Shamayim] they were mezakeh him with kesivas sefer
Torah. A pelah! Mamash moradik!

A person has to know everything is middah keneged middah. You should
seek out mitzvos that bedin, by rights, collect sechar in this world. We should
be zocheh to do those mitzvos and be zocheh to the tovah of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.

PART 2: SHABBOS: YOUR GATEWAY TO HEAVEN

SHABBOS, GATEWAY TO OLAM HABA

In previous talks, we discussed the wonders of Shabbos and the
understanding of what the gift of Shabbos can offer us. But we also know the
famous concept that Shabbos is mei’ein olam haba, Shabbos resembles the
Next World. Today we’re going to be mevarer: what is the practical application
of this idea, lema’aseh.

There is a sefer called Shaarei Orah, authored by R’ Yosef Gikatilla
(1238-1305), a famous mekubal. In his description of Shabbos, he writes
(7xian XN N«T 2 W) as follows: xan D7y N7 0121 DTX Nawn ni, from
Shabbos a person enters olam haba. |> o, if so, 1'12'v N9, open up your eyes,
nx11, and contemplate, see, think into, nawn Wmwn x'n, how you're going to
observe the Shabbos. xan n%71ivn "n% 01>'n71 n718a71 D*'N7 NIDT? Yon NNKX DK,
if you desire chaim, life, redemption, and to enter chayei olam haba. nini
v N2 ImTa 17w nawn, our Shabbos is compared to a gateway, a doorway,
NI710 X2n D71vn N7 0*21TaN 77107 01010, to enter the great palace of chayei
olam haba, which is called, 717an naw. Olam haba is called Shabbos hagadol.

NIDX 12 XTX 20 A7 "KL KT'ON K70 20T AINK NTHNY 20 21227 72V .KIANT 9T NXN YVAK A7 19'7R KN 20 7
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D"NN A 7IN0 XID D NAwn DX 7700 DX 1«n DKI, if a person desecrates the
Shabbos he is very far away from life, nnon 11197 7201 "MW NI nin 77NN,
the doorway is shut before him, xan n71vn "n%7 01>'n'n.8

We see from here that olam haba and Shabbos are dependent one upon
the other. As we mentioned a number of times, Moshe Rabeinu told Klal
Yisrael, 1x1, contemplate, nawn nd7 |m «n ', that Hashem gave you the
Shabbos (Shemos 16:29). And R’ Ovadia, the Seforno, says, 1272 nixn It 'NI,
this is not a mitzvah alone, it’s not just a regular mitzvah, nann x'n 72K, this is
a great gift. What is the gift? naw 170w nir i'w'w xiny, it’s the day that enables
you to connect and fathom the day which is kulo Shabbos.®

When Torah says us, nawn nx 7x2w' 12 Nnwi, zogt R’ Ovadia miSeforno,
you know what that is telling me? You know what Moshe was saying to Klal
Yisrael? nawn nx 7xw' 11 nnwi, the Jewish people should observe the
Shabbos here, in olam hazeh, so that nawn nx niwyy, that they are able to
do the Shabbos naw 170w ni'a, in the future. So when you say in the davening
nawn NX 78w 11 Nnwi and you think, for what goal? nawn nx niwyY, in the
future, in olam haba.

It comes out that Shabbos is a unique and special mitzvah, distinct from
all other mitzvos. Through the observance of Shabbos, a person actually gets
a physical connection to olam haba. Now, | want to tell you what that means
when | say it's a “doorway.” Aren’t there other doorways? And the answer
is no. This is the doorway to olam haba. You could be a good Jew, a nice
Jew. You like all kinds of Shabbos food, cholent, chamin, gefilte fish, meshlo,
whatever they call it. But the only way of getting into olam haba, the beis
shaar, is Shabbos. The entrance is Shabbos.

The Ohr Hachaim (Shemos 31:16) writes, '07nn vinin n 9, it's
absolutely impossible that a person should be able to attain a step to get into
olam haba without Shabbos. Shabbos, he says, is the bridge that a person
steps on in this world, the stepping stone that takes you into the next world.
When you’re keeping Shabbos, you are creating the Shabbos for yourself, in
the next world.°

SHABBOS CONNECTS US TO OLAM HABA

| want to tell you, this is very deep. Every single Shabbos that we keep,
it's really a test and a connection that builds our connection with the next
world. Shabbos is the only mitzvah in this world that you could enjoy and
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taste and connect to olam haba. Now, don’t get me wrong. Every mitzvah, you
get olam haba for. 071> 721> NN Tin'7n, for learning Torah, you get the biggest
olam haba. But you know when you get that olam haba for that mitzvah? In
the next world. The way to get to olam haba in the next world is through the
observance of Shabbos in this world. Shabbos is actually a day which the
Zohar says is the test for a person. It's the day that a person gives himself
a test to know how much shaychus he has to olam haba. And it depends on
how much a person senses menuchas Shabbos. Through a person’s feeling
of menuchah on Shabbos, a person could potentially become aware of his
shaychus to olam haba.

We have all had Shabbosos where they are dead. You don't feel any
connection. And that’s because during the week, you may have done aveiros,
and you didn’t do teshuvah before Shabbos. You didn’t prepare yourself, so
you became distanced through cheit.

There is an interesting Arizal that is brought down in the poskim, that if
you have a worker, make sure you pay the worker before Shabbos. Whatever
you do, don’t let [Shabbos come without paying him]. And you know what
he says? It's alluded to in the words of Shabbos. In the passuk it says, mra
Mow |nn (Devarim 24:15). That means, on the day that somebody works for
you, you should pay him his wages. The letter of Shabbos, n-a-w, stands
for mow |nn mrra. Now, at first it sounds strange. What shaychus, what’s the
connection between the two?

And this is the answer: because Shabbos is unique. Generally, there is
a rule nhdw 72p7 ANl oniwy? orrn. And, as it says, X3'7 Xn'7y 'Rn2 NIXN DY,
Hashem doesn’t give you the reward for mitzvos in this world (Kiddushin 39b).
The reward for mitzvos is in the next world. But Shabbos is unique. Through
Shabbos, Hashem gives us a connection to olam haba in this world.

So, in order for you to merit and be zocheh in that sechar, you have to
make sure that you have paid up the sechar you owe a worker before Shabbos.
If you don’t fulfill what the Torah says to give the sechar, the worker’s payment,
Hashem doesn’t give you the payment.

Every [Shabbos] morning, at the end of mussaf we quote a mishnah in
Tamid (7:4) that says, what was the mizmor of Shabbos? They used to say
nawn oI'? 2'w amm. Then you know what it says? ni'7 X127 7ny? 7'w Ninm
D'm71vn 'n7 nnini naw 170w, That's what it says in the mishnah. We say it
every Shabbos morning. Now, for many years, | had a question. You know
what my question was? We don’t say that. All the other shir shel yom stated
in that mishnah, we say. How come when it comes to Shabbos, we don’t say
D'MY7IVN 'N7 NN Nav 170w 017 X7 TNy7 v'w inm?

So, if we take a look in the mishnayos, the Tiferes Yisrael explains that in
the Beis Hamikdash they said the same exact thing that we say, ni'7 v'w 2inm
nawn. But the mishnah is explaining the reason why we say this psalm, even
though it doesn’t mention anything directly about Shabbos. And the answer is:
because this is the shir of le’asid lavo, this is the shir of the future. And why do
we say this shir of the future on Shabbos? Because every Shabbos connects
us to olam haba. Every Shabbos prepares us for olam haba. And therefore,
every Shabbos relates to this mizmor.

That's why R’ Yosef Gikatilla tells us, “Open your eyes, see, and
understand how you are keeping Shabbos. See how you are observing
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Shabbos and prepare yourself because your connection to olam haba depends
on the way you connect to Shabbos.”

So rabbosai, we are giving you many yesodos on Shabbos. We have told
you before how to prepare for Shabbos when it comes to eating Shabbos seudos,
and how to prepare for Shabbos when it comes to learning Torah. It says, 11n1 x%7
NN M2aTa N2 pIoy? X7 D om nimav (Yerushalmi, Shabbos 15:3)." That
is the greatest test. In olam haba, all you do is learn Torah. If you don’t prepare
yourself in this world — if a person tries to learn on Shabbos and he finds it
difficult, that has to concern him. “Why am | finding it difficult? That must mean
that | am far away from olam haba and I've got to get moving quickly. | don’t want
to be far from olam haba. | want to get connected to olam haba.” And when you
eat on Shabbos, you have to know the eating on Shabbos also has to connect
you to Hashem. Everything about Shabbos connects you to olam haba. When it
comes to Shabbos, you should think, “Hakadosh Baruch Hu, | want to think about
the future, | want to think about my olam haba.”

THINK ABOUT OLAM HABA EVERY DAY

| want you to know, my Zeide used to tell us as children and as adults that
every day, once a day, you should think about o/lam haba. And he used to quote
the Chovos Halevavos who says that one of the big challenges that the satan
gives us is that we should not think about olam haba. “Think about your next
meal, about how much gas costs, about how much air conditioning costs. Just
don’t think about olam haba.” Because if a person thinks about olam haba, his
focus in life will be different. We're all going to olam haba. And then there are a
few possibilities. But the ideal choice and the great hope is we get to olam haba.

So you have to think about it every single day. My Zeide used to train us.
He would say, “Say these words with your mouth: ‘Hakadosh Baruch Hu, | want
to be zocheh to my chelek in olam haba. Remind yourself of that at least once
a day. And then it will help you when you’re learning Torah on Shabbos.” When
you're thinking about coming here, you're thinking, “What time should | come?
Should | come here at 4 o’clock, maybe 5 o’clock, I'll learn for a few minutes? Or
should | maybe come at 2:30.” Think, olam haba. “l want olam haba.” That’s what
we should be thinking. On Shabbos morning, when | think whether | should come
to the seder or go to sleep, | tell myself, “| want olam haba.” Friday night, while
you're eating, don’t waste your time. Chap arein. Make your meal part of the
gateway to olam haba. Talk about Hakadosh Baruch Hu, talk about Hashem, talk
about the great food that Hashem gave you, talk about the family that Hashem
gave you. Thank Hashem!

BE GRATEFUL FOR EVERY BRACHAH

| talk to people every week who don’t have families. Single people, not
married, and | imagine them sitting in their houses and they are miserable. They
must be tzubrochen to pieces. | once had a guy call me up, and | said, “Where
are you eating this Shabbos?” He said, “I'm sick and tired of going out. I'm going
to stay at home all alone.” | said, “That’s going to be much worse. When you go
out, at least you’ve got a diversion.” My heart went out for him!
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You have to think about it. If you are married, you have to thank Hashem
that you have a wife. If you have children, you have to thank Hashem if you
have children. Do you know what kind of brachah that is? To sit without a wife
is geferlach. You have to realize that a wife is a key to olam haba. You're not
an adam hashalem without a wife. And what do we do? We complain about our
wives. Don’t complain about your wife! Look at all the different foods that you'’re
eating. Take note of every different ta’am. It’s just not plain fish. There is fish with
chrein, there is fish with mayonnaise, there is fish with dip, fish with salad. And
you think about all the wonderful things. This challah, that challah. You have to
think about it. It's unbelievable! Drinks, too. Some people only have water. Some
people have juice, some people have soda, some people have tea, some people
have seltzer, some people have flavored water. So many things that Hashem
gives me. Tremendous brachos!

When you think about this, you will remember Hashem. And when you
remember Hashem, you remember about olam haba because you want to get to
Hashem. If you remember about olam haba, you'll keep your Shabbos on a much
higher level, be’ezras Hashem yisbarach.
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 IN SuMMARY [

This parashah reveals some of the amazing hanhagah of middah
keneged middah of Hashem. The Seforno tells us that since Pinchas
struggled Hashem’s struggle, Hashem gave Pinchas peace in his life.
Pinchas’s action brought kapparah for Bnei Yisrael, so he was given
the kehunah so he could bring more kaparah for Bnei Yisrael. The Ohr
Hachaim adds that Pinchas was concerned about the kavod of Hashem, so
he was elevated and became a kohen. Pinchas brought shalom between
Yisrael and Hashem, so he was given the bris shalom. Additionally, his
action caused the plague to end and he saved the lives of people and they
lived for many generations, so Hashem gave Pinchas a gift that would go
on for many generations - the kehunah. The Steipler points out that since
Hashem works with middah keneged middah, mitzvos that only have an
effect in Shamayim yield dividends in the next world, but mitzvos that
we do that benefit other people yield peiros in this world too. We can
bedin, rightfully, tap into the brachos of Hashem in this world by doing
the deeds of a tzaddik tov - deeds that benefit other people. By searching
for these kinds of mitzvos, we can enrich our lives with pleasantness. It is
honorable to note that the list of maasim tovim in Eilu Devarim includes
rising early for davening and talmud Torah, both of which are considered
doing great chessed for other people due to the benefits these mitzvos
bring to the world. This week I will (bli neder) look out for mitzvos that
bedin, by rights, collect sechar in this world because they have a positive
effect, such as helping people’s tefillos to be accepted by coming to shul
on time or even early, by learning Torah or not disturbing others who are
learning Torah, and by listening to people patiently.
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