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BITACHON FOR ANYTHING “AL PI TEVA”

The passuk says in this week’s parsha, 1mx7 xinn nya 'n 7x jpnnxi, “And 1
pleaded with Hashem at that time, saying” (Devarim 3:23).

We learned about the koach habitachon that Yitzhak Avinu needed to
have in order to daven to Hashem. We also mentioned a yesod from Rav Tzadok
that a person could have bitachon for anything that’s al pi teva.! That’s why
even though Chana did not have children, she was able to daven to Hashem
because beteva she could have had children. The shaylah was lema’aseh,
Yitzchak Avinu was someone who al pi teva could not have children, because
his wife was an akarah and akaros don’t have children. We said over from
the Kad Hakemach, Rabeinu Bachaye (1255-1340), that tefillah could be
meshaneh teva.? Tefillah has the koach to change the natural order of things,
provided it’s for something that a normal person could expect in the course of
his life. Therefore, even if you're an akarah, you can daven to have a child. Of
course, you have to be on the madreigah for your tefillah to have power. Even
Yitzchak Avinu in such a situation had to be marbeh, be maftzir betefillah.
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HOW MANY TIMES SHOULD YOU DAVEN?

We also mentioned a number of times how people came to Rav Aharon
Leib Shteinman to tell him about different predicaments that they found
themselves in, and he would say, “Nor davenen, nor davenen. Only davening.”
And what did the people always come back saying? What did people answer?
“We davened already. We davened and davened.” You know what he used to
say? He used to say, “How many times did you daven?” They would say, “I
don’t know.” He used to say, “Did you daven 265 times?” “Not sure.” Rashi
says that pnnni is begematria 515, to tell us Moshe Rabeinu davened to
Hashem 515 tefillos. Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman said, “The minimum is 265.”
He said, “The word tze’akah, crying out to Hashem is begematria 265.”

Everybody thinks they davened up to the kazoos. But I've asked many
people. “You have no idea how many times you daven?” “Oh, tons and tons.”
Tell me when did you daven “tons”? Do you have a special seder every day
when you daven for this thing? No. If not, maybe you did thirty. Maybe forty.
To you, it seems like a million times.

Now the greater the person is and the more the zechusim that he has, the
more power his tefillah has, and the more it could accomplish.

RELYING ON TEFILLOS BEING ANSWERED

There is a famous gemara in Kiddushin (29b) that relates a story about
Rav Acha bar Yaakov.3 He came to learn Torah in the beis hamedrash of Abaye
and there was a problem. They were having a problem in that beis medrash.
What was the problem? Besides for the bnei Torah that had taken up residence
in that beis medrash there was a certain sheid, a certain demon who caused
a lot of damage to the chachamim who came to learn in that beis medrash.
This sheid was a strong sheid. Usually, sheidim can only cause damage when
you are by yourself. But this sheid was active even when people came with
their chavrusah. Also, most sheidim operate only at night. This sheid operated
by day and by night, and they couldn’t figure out how to rid themselves of
this sheid. So when Abaye heard that Rav Acha bar Yaakov came to the beis
medrash and had joined them in the beis medrash, Abaye said, “No one
should give him a place to sleep tonight. No one should invite him to sleep in
their house. Let him end up staying in the beis medrash by himself. Rav Acha
bar Yaakov is a very big tzaddik, he’s a very pious man. Maybe he’ll produce a
nes and he’ll get rid of the sheid.” Now Abaye was also a big tzaddik and a big
chassid. Abaye couldn’t get rid of it.

What happened was, since he had no place to sleep, Rav Acha bar Yaakov
was forced to sleep in the beis medrash. That night, he woke up and he had
a nightmare. He came face to face with a serpent, this huge serpent who had
seven heads. Now what would you do if you saw a serpent with seven heads?
You would try to run in the opposite direction but you probably would be
so frozen you wouldn’t be able to run. You hope you’d be able to run. You'd
probably jump out the window if you could. It says Rav Acha started to daven.
He didn’t run. He said, “Hashem, please put this monster out of his misery and
let him go.” And he davened. He said his first tefillah. He opened his eyes and
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he counted: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 heads. He went back to davening. He opened up his
eyes. Five heads. He kept on going. After seven tries the sheid was headless.

The next day, Rav Acha told Abaye and his talmidim, “If I wasn’t zocheh
to a tremendous miracle last night, you would have endangered me. You put
my life in danger.” He realized it was a setup.

The Maharsha asks a gevaldige question. He says: How did Abaye, the
rav, the rosh yeshivah, allow Rav Acha bar Yaakov to be put into a situation of
danger? Maybe he wouldn’t have a nes. You can’t be somech on a nes.*

The Maharsha says Abaye was boteach. He understood the greatness
of Rav Acha and he was certain that when Rav Acha would daven he would
win the battle. So Abaye, from his perspective, didn’t see it as a nes. It was a
metzius, a fact, that Rav Acha would daven and he would get rid of the sheid.
Ai, Rav Acha himself said, “If I didn’t have a miracle last night, I could have
been in danger.” So Maharsha says that it was because of Rav Acha’s great
chassidus and his great tzidkus, righteousness, that he said, “I got lucky. I
lucked out. I had a nes.”

But you see from here, that when you’re on the right madreigah, you
have the right bitachon, the right tzidkus, even if you need nissim and you
daven, there’s a certainty that your tefillos will be neskabel.

TEFILLAH TOGETHER WITH BITACHON

By Yitzchak Avinu, it says he was barren. It says his wife was barren. Both
of them were barren. Al pi teva they couldn’t have had kids. What did Yitzchak
do? He threw himself into the parshah of tefillah and he believed. He had to
believe. He had to have bitachon. That if he davens a lot and pleads a lot, he’s
going to be zocheh to change history, to change teva. So he made the effort and
he hoped that he was going to be zocheh. And he was zocheh.

This applies even to us, on our small madreigah. A person shouldn’t give
up. A person has to understand that he has to fight. A person has to remind
himself of the power of tefillah that Hashem gives him. You have to know
the following. We think everyone davens in some way - is there a difference
how we daven? If you'll ask people, “What do you think about davening to
Hashem? What do you think about the concept of talking to your Creator?”
Do you know what they’ll say? “Every goy talks to his avodah zarah, whoever
goyim believe in. Either their prophets or whoever they believe in. They talk
to them.” But, you have to know that the gemara says that tefillah is from the
devarim haomdim berumo shel olam, it’s from the most powerful tools that
Hashem gave us.

DAVENING IS CONNECTING WITH HASHEM

The Chazon Ish said an amazing statement. The Chazon Ish was known
for his outstanding toil in learning Torah, his outstanding diligence. He would
learn until he had no kochos left. Sometimes, they would find him in the
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morning, sleeping on the floor. So one time he got up from his table - and
he didn’t make it to the bed that was located in the same room. They used to
ask him, “What happened? You had a fall?” He said, “No. I made the wrong
cheshbon. I thought I had enough kochos to reach the bed. I didn’t. After a few
steps, I collapsed. So I went to sleep here, on the floor. That’s all.” Do you know
what kind of yegiah that is? You know what kind of toil that is? I can’t imagine
what it is. And for years, decades, year after year, day after day. And he was a
sick man. He toiled unbelievably hard. And he said a phenomenal statement.
He said: “I want you to know that however much I toiled in my learning, I
toiled a lot more in my davening. For my davening to succeed, I had to do a
lot more than I did for learning.” I can’t imagine what that means! Now, when
the Chazon Ish davened it wasn’t serious. It was more than serious.

There is a famous story with the Chazon Ish. A fellow came in in the
middle of the davening. The Chazon Ish was in the middle of davening
shemoneh esrei. The guy went over to the gabbai and said, “I need the Chazon
Ish. It’s a pikuach nefeshdike shaylah. It’s a matter of life and death!” The
gabbai said, “So go over. Tap him on the shoulder.” Pikuach nefesh! The
fellow went over to the Chazon Ish. He didn’t move. So the man took him by
both shoulders. He started to shake him. The Chazon Ish wouldn’t move. He
was unaware. Gornisht! Finally, the gabbai told him, “You’re going to have to
lift him off the floor.” He didn’t want to do it, so the gabbai went over. The
gabbai put his hands around the Chazon Ish and he lifted him off the floor.
After shaking him a little, after lifting him off the floor, he opened his eyes and
didn’t know where he was. There are a lot of eidim to that story. The Chazon
Ish pashut was in a different world, communicating with Hashem.

Now listen to this Yerushalmi in Brachos (9:1).5 The Yerushalmi says
Hakadosh Baruch Hu appears distant. “Where is Hashem?” people ask. “He’s
in shamayim far away.” But the emes is, nnn anp |'x1, there is no one closer
than Him. Now listen to what Yerushalmi says. Rav Levi explained, from the
earth until the shamayim is a distance to walk five hundred years. From the
rakia to the next rakia, to the next heaven, is another five hundred years. And
the thickness of each rakia is also a distance of five hundred years. There are
seven raki’im. Do you know how many years it would take to walk to Hashem?
Five hundred years between each one and then the thickness of each one is
five hundred years. And then there’s the Chayos Hakodesh. And Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is on top of that.

However, the Yerushalmi says, no1n nna% 011 n7x, a person walks into
the shul, and he stands up behind the amud, behind the stand, nw'n'2a 779mnn,
and he davens quietly, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu is m7:on% |'txn. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu listens to your tefillos like a man who is talking into the ears of his
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fellow man. ntn anp 7178 77 wr 101, is there any Elokah that is closer than this?!
He is |nix7 no> 'miMa% ang, like a mouth to somebody else’s ear. You hear this?
Chazal give us this description. It’s not an exaggeration. It says, it’s just like
a person wants to tell a secret to his friend. You can talk to a friend across the
room. But then you can talk to him even closer. You whisper in his ear. That’s
how close Hashem is to us when we daven. This is what a person has to know.

IT IS A HUGE CHESSED THAT WE CAN DAVEN

Now, what is the purpose of coming to a shul and davening, calling out
to Hashem? So, the Ramban tells us, number one, that when people come
together and they all talk to Hashem, they are publicizing the fact that,
“Hashem, we know we are dependent upon You. You are our Creator. You are
our manhig. We are completely in Your hands.” You understand that? Can
you imagine that? Every time you step up to the plate to daven you have to
know you are pronouncing and announcing, “Hakadosh Baruch Hu, You are
my Creator. I have no one to rely on but You. You are the only one I rely on.
You created me, and You run my life.” You've got to get that in your kishkes.
You've got to pound that into yourself. You have to remind yourself of this,
and focus your mind on that thought throughout your davening.

Davening is called ‘avdeihu’. It’s an avodas Hashem. It’s a service of
Hashem. In what way are you serving Hashem? By you davening to Him, and
saying “Hashem, give me parnasah”? What you’re supposed to be saying is,
“Hashem, there’s no other source of parnasah for me but You. There’s no
other source for my da’as other than You.” If I'll play a Rubik’s Cube, if I'll
play chess, or do mind exercises, that’s not going to help me in my da’as.
My da’as is going to come as a gift from You, Hashem, and only from You.
Hashem is going to be the one Who is going to help you do teshuvah. Hashem
is the one Who’s going to give you selichah and mechilah.

That’s why the Chazon Ish said, “It takes me a lot more effort and strength
to daven than it does to learn.” A person has to know that.

When you come to davening, how should you look at davening? If you
ask a person: “How do you look at davening? How do you view davening?
How do you think you should view davening?” The answer is: it’s an avodah
of Hashem. What does that mean? That you have a chiyuv to serve Hashem.
That’s what service means.

Rav Chatzkel Abramsky (1886-1976) once said a gevaldige zach. He said,
a person, a respectable person, gets up in the morning. He davens Shacharis
kehalachah, kedas vekadin. He doesn’t talk. He prepares himself and he
comes and davens. When he’s finished, do you know what he feels? Ah! I feel
good. If somebody asks, “What do you feel good about?” He says, “I started
off my day with an avodah to Hashem. I served Hashem.” You know what Rav
Chatzkel says? Rav Chatzkel Abramsky said: In my siddur, in the beginning
of davening, what’s written is as follows: Jn'a x1ax 7700 212 1w, and 1, in Your
abundant kindness, I come to Your house to daven to You. That means I'm
given the reshus. I have permission. I was given an opportunity to talk and
communicate with Hashem and to open up my mouth lefnei melech malchei
hamelachim Hakadosh Baruch Hu. A person who davens correctly should feel
that his tefillah to Hashem is a tremendous opportunity of chessed to do the
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service of Hashem.

THE WOMAN WHO TALKED TO HASHEM LIKE A FATHER

Many people absolutely do not realize what the opportunity of chessed is.
Anumber of years ago, alady from Eretz Yisrael called me with a heartbreaking
story. She’s married. She has four kids. Her husband is learning, he’s shteiging.
They moved to Eretz Yisrael from America. The husband is be’emes a ben
aliyah, he’s mamash growing. They’re very frum. They live in a wonderful
frum city. They have no money. So they started to budget. First, they cut down
what they eat: We're not going to have this on weekdays, not that on weekdays.
Eventually, they cut out all fleshigs during the week. Even on Shabbos, it’s the
bare minimum. They looked wherever they could cut. Lema’aseh their debt
had accumulated. They owed $15,000, which was over the top for them.

I smile, because I've heard stories of people who owe $100,000,
$200,000, $300,000. People have called me with debts, serious debts. A man
used to come collecting here for years. He started with $800,000 of debt. The
guy spent fifteen years coming here. I told the guy once, “Listen, between me
and you, where are you holding with the debt?” He had that same letter from
fifteen years ago, showing that he had $800,000 of debt. I told him, “Don’t tell
me it didn’t go down.” He spent a whole year collecting. He said, “I'm holding
by $300,000. It’s going down. It’s getting someplace.” But for the family in
this story, $15,000 in debt was a huge insurmountable debt.

They didn’t know what to do, so she decided she had to go to work. But
where they lived there weren’t many opportunities available. She decided she’s
going to clean houses for neighbors. Everybody in Eretz Yisrael likes cleaning
help. Sometimes, good cleaning help is hard to find.

I remember I was once in Yerushalayim for bein hazmanim and a guy
came and begged me to hire his wife for cleaning help. I said, “I feel terrible
hiring your wife for cleaning help.” He said, “My wife would love the job.” I
said, “Are you sure?” So she went to clean by one of my children. A week later,
the guy came by, and I said, “How is it going?” He said, “My wife is blown
away. She said to me that the Americans, whom she always thought were so
rich, live way below the way she lives.” The family lived in Yerushalayim. I told
him, “They’re only like guests. They’re visiting. They’re only here temporarily,
so they live at a low level.”

But al kol panim, this lady told me that she went to clean and she
knocked the debt down to $8,000. It’s holding now at $8,000. But she can’t
do it anymore. It’s wor Tv om Xa. She called me to ask me a shaylah. The
shaylah was: Should she sell her apartment in this already established city
and move to a newer development? They made a cheshbon that if they do that,
they could buy the same size apartment they have now, and they can end up
making $8,000 after all the costs - closing costs, the shipping, the moving,
and everything else. Should she sell her apartment or should she continue
cleaning houses?

I said, “Is your husband shteiging where he is?” “100%.” “Does he
have a good chaburah and a good rebbi?” She said, “Yes.” I said, “First of
all, stop cleaning.” I told her, “You should know, it’s a wonderful thing that
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you're doing, and I'm very, very amazed at you that you would undertake
to do such a thing, but I don’t think that it’s respectable to Hashem to have
His wonderful daughter, a bas Yisrael of your stature clean houses. It’s not
a kavod for Him.” I said, “Could you imagine Reichman having a daughter,
and the daughter needed $15,000 so she decided to go clean houses instead
of asking her father? What do you think Mr. Reichman would feel like if he
ever found out? The guy would blow his top sky-high. He’d be furious. Do you
know what kind of bizayon that is? He’d say, ‘You're my daughter. Your name
is Reichman. You didn’t change your name. So what kind of business is this?
You think I can’t give you $15,000?!”

I said, “Don’t do it anymore. And don’t move either because your
husband is shteiging. Live right where you are.” She says, “What should I
do?” I said, “Daven to Hashem. Hashem has got more money than Reichman
ever dreamed of, and Hashem has the deepest pockets around and He wants
to help you.” She said, “I daven to Hashem.” I said, “Do you daven properly?”
She said, “I don’t know.” I said, “Do you ever beg your father for something?”
She said, “I don’t know what it means to have a father. I never had a father.
My father was gone when I was a baby. I don’t know what a father is.” I said,
“Let me tell you what a father is.”

I said: “Go into a room and think that you’re now in the room with
somebody who’s been taking care of you 24/7 all your life; someone who has
given you a husband, has given you health, has given you children, has given
you this, has given you that. Mamash moradig. Say as follows, ‘Tatte, could
I ask you for $8000?° I mean, it’s not even a shmek tabak. It’s gornisht. It’s
nothing to Hashem.” I said, “Don’t even think about how it’s going to come
to you. I can’t tell you how it’s going to come to you. Hashem will figure out a
way to get it to you. But daven like there is no one else to talk to. Not like it’s
a government office. Daven it’s like your father who cares for you and desires
to hear from you. He’s going to help you. Call me back when you have the
money,” I said. I gave her a whole shmooze about how to daven.

A couple of weeks goes by, maybe three weeks. I got a phone call from
Eretz Yisrael. I didn’t answer. I missed it. It was a message from her, a garbled
message. I couldn’t hear the message. I couldn’t call her back. I knew it was
her. I could tell it was her voice. I didn’t know what she was talking about. I
said, “Hashem, please let her call me back. I want to hear what happened.” A
few days later, she called me back. She said, “Did you get my message?” I said,
“I couldn’t hear it.” She said, “I want to thank you very much. I'm holding an
$8,000 check in my hand.” I said, “No kidding! What happened?!” She said,
“I went into a room, and I closed the door, and I talked to Hashem like I never
talked to Him in my life. As if He was my father that I never had. I discovered
I had a father.” She was a very frum girl.

Isaid, “Then what happened?” She said, “What happened was my mother
in America had her accountant file taxes.” But this guy was a little creative
and emes wasn’t his strongest point. Her mother got a check of $3,000 back
from the government. She went to her rav where she lived, and she asked
him if she could keep it and the rav said, “No. It’s not proper to take it. But
don’t give up. Tell the guy to refile it and to refile it be’emes. Whatever needs
to be written put on there.” She said, this is unheard of in the history of the
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IRS. Within two weeks she got a letter from them: We amended your tax return.
You’re now receiving $8,000. She got an $8,000 check. I said n%71y7 > 210 ' 'n%7 1mIn
TV7 MY Nanw' ITon.

GOING TO THE RIGHT SOURCE FOR WHAT WE NEED

Mamash, that’s what it is. You've got to talk to Hashem. The power of
tefillah is unimaginable, and very few people utilize it properly. Yeah, when they
get desperate, they daven to Hashem like they’re knocking on the government
office asking for more food stamps. I know a guy who told me he’s going to the
HUD office. I said, “What are you going for?” He said, “I'm going to beg them.
I'm going to lay on the floor. I'm not leaving the office until they give me my
HUD. I want to get my HUD back.” I told him, “My friend, you're laying on the
wrong floor. HUD is not in charge. Go to a beis medrash, go to learn Torah. Talk
to Hashem!” He said, “What? As if Hashem gives HUD checks? HUD checks you
find in the HUD office,” he tells me. I told him, “You're a tipesh. You have seichel
like a cat.” T told him, “It’s like banging your head against the wall, hoping the
wall is going to produce your money.” That’s what people do.

You have to understand that this is one of the most powerful tools. Yitzchak
Avinu knew how to use it. He utilized it to the max. You know what the Seforno
says? It’s an amazing Seforno. The Seforno said (Bereishis 18:12) that when
Sarah heard from the malachim she’s going to have a kid, she laughed. Why did
she laugh? She didn’t believe she could have a kid? You know what the Seforno
said? She didn’t believe she could have a kid after some guy in the street would
give her a brachah. Maybe through tefillah, the Seforno says, she could have
gotten a kid. Through davening - yes. Even though it was acharei balosi, in her
old age. She was old. “But through tefillah?” the Seforno says. Through that, she
believed she could have gotten a kid.®

You're talking straight to Hashem when you daven. No intermediates.
But you've got to ask Hashem. He’s the only one Who can help you. A lot of
people still say, “I’ll try Hashem. I tried my uncle. He didn’t come through for
me. I tried my grandmother. She didn’t come through for me. Now I'm going
to try Hashem.” I've told people that’s a very bad approach because you don’t
understand what Hashem is if you tried your grandmother or your uncle.” You
try one address - Hashem. Hashem knows all your uncles and all your aunts and
all your relatives. You've got to turn to Hashem. That’s who you’ve got to ask and
where your success lies.

It says nanaa niro'o 20Nl “a two-edged sword in their hands” (Tehillim 149:6).
Tefillah is considered a cherev pipiyos. It’s like swords in your mouth. Do you
ever think about that, that your mouth is like swords? You may not have thought
it’s sharp. No, no. You’ve got power. Swords mean power. A double-edged sword.
When a person knows that and utilizes that, he can daven with an awareness that
he can ask Hashem for anything in the world, and He'll give it to you.

MAKING TRAVEL PLANS WITH HASHEM

People plan what to do for Yom Tov, or what to do for the summer. There
are some bachurim whose fathers are nice, Hashem blessed them, and they’re

N7 NAWNI . 78D NINWIE DRI K7 YWHIR 1D 7272 K11 DD RN 12T Y NAWNY .00 7nxni ©
M7T N'AN XK7Y D'NRN DYAND KIN N NIPTR INK 1NN2N 2'Wn'7 DIAX D X DIY D212 DRI N7 gl
.INXN [N NAwn N79N1 IX N'019 7N NIXxNa

3 ANNRI NYWID IR NIN'Y




able to finance all kinds of trips, but most fathers can’t afford it. Some fathers
don’t even want to. What happens? Everybody goes into initiative mode. He
starts to think, “Okay, who can I shnor from? Maybe I could join some kind of
program, and they’ll fly me to Russia, they’ll fly me to Belgium, fly me to here,
fly me to there.” Another guy says, “I'm going to get credit card miles.” So, the
bachur becomes a credit card expert. He goes into the mileage business with
shekarim and kezavim and all kinds of bubbe ma’asehs, and he gets himself
a ticket. He buys a genevishe ticket. Of course it’s all ‘honest.” He bought this
stuff. He returned it afterwards. He bought it. He returned it. He said he makes a
million dollars, so they gave him a credit card. Kulo shekarim. If a guy would sit
and say to Hashem, “Please Hashem, I would love to go to Eretz Yisrael. I'm not
going to do bad things there. Hashem, I need something to do for the summer.
Help me out.” You think Hashem can’t help you out? Hashem can help you out!

I'll never forget the first year I decided my family was going to Eretz Yisrael
for Yom Tov. I said, “Why shouldn’t I go to Eretz Yisrael for Yom Tov?” I had
children in Eretz Yisrael. I wanted to go for Yom Tov. I said, “Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, please let me go.” I davened for maybe three months to Hashem, every day,
to please help me. I said, “Hashem, but You have to show me that I'm supposed
to go.” I decided if I get an opportunity to buy tickets for $500 to Eretz Yisrael
round trip, I can take the whole family to Eretz Yisrael. I made a cheshbon how
much it will cost me over here, how much it will cost me there. I called up a travel
agent. I called up friends to go online. They said there’s no such thing as $500
round trip tickets for Pesach, unless there is some kind of mistake and you have
to rip the company off. But to get it straight, there is no such thing. I told my
daughter to please check one more time. I asked her to check a lot of times. She
had to go someplace. She didn’t have a computer. She went to check. She calls me
back, “Ta, there are $500 tickets.” I said, “Do I have to travel around the world
to get to Eretz Yisrael? I want to go straight to Eretz Yisrael. I don’t want to go
to Eretz Yisrael by going all over New York. From Cleveland to Chicago, Chicago
to New York, New York to Atlanta, Atlanta to San Francisco, San Francisco to
England, England to France and finally three days later you get to Eretz Yisrael.
It’s like a boat.” She said, “No, Ta. It’s direct. Just not from Cleveland. They don’t
have tickets from Cleveland.”

My wife said, “What are you going to do with the expense of an apartment?
Where are we going to stay? With all the kids we have to stay somewhere.” I had
children there but they didn’t have big apartments. I said, “Why can’t Hashem
give me a free apartment?” “Are you crazy? Do you know what kind of market
there is for apartments on Yom Tov over there?” It’s crazy. People make money
for a whole year that way. Anyway, we looked in the paper. We called up a place.
They said they wanted $1,500 for the whole Yom Tov. I told my wife, “Please
make an offer of $1000. Ask them if they’ll take $1000.” The lady said, “T'll get
back to you tomorrow.” She calls us the next day and says, “My husband said no.
He doesn’t like $1000.” My wife said, “How much does he like?” “He said, he
decided that he shouldn’t take any money.” My wife said, “What’s the catch?” She
said, “We’re really happy if somebody’s in the apartment when we’re not here.
We don’t want to leave our apartment empty. I have expensive equipment in the
apartment. I have recording equipment. And we had a robbery in the apartment.
We’re very happy if you're here.” A brand new apartment. I said, “For free?!”
“Yes, absolutely free.” I said, “We’ll pay for all the air conditioning and all the
utilities.” I left him a check, a blank check. I said, “Fill it for whatever you want. I
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won’t even look at it. I won’t check it.” Never once did they do it. Free everything.
They thanked us. I called them the next year. Nachamol. How about next year?
Next year nachamol? We went again. Everybody in that block in Yerushalayim in
Ezras Torah told me, “How much are you paying? How much are they charging?”
I said, “I can’t tell you the price.” “That much?” I said, “That much. But not like
you understand.” It was unbelievable. For five years we went there! Five years!
Finally, one year, the tickets went up to $700. I said, “Hashem I'm not going
this year. That means You don’t want me to go.” A guy told me, “$700 is also
a bargain. It’s going for $1300, $1400 a ticket.” I said, “My tickets are $500. If
Hashem wants me to go, He knows how to arrange it.”

Then I decided I'll go in the summer. Someone said, “Summer?! Forget it!
Tickets in the summer are mamash off the charts.” I said, “Maybe for you. But
my travel agent, He knows how to do legal shtick and make it all work out.” And it
worked out. Then my wife wasn’t well and I couldn’t go anyway. So it didn’t work
out. But the tickets were there. Hashem sent me the tickets. I went the next year.

You see Rabosai, you've got to know that you talk to Hashem. You can get
anything you want. Within reason, if it’s a normal request. Hakadosh Baruch Hu
should help us be mechazek ourselves.

£ INSummaRy %

Parshas Vaeschanan begins with a beautiful lesson in tefillah.
Moshe Rabbeinu was mispalel to Hashem over and over. We too can
learn how to daven in a way that adds power to our tefillos. Really
davening for something you want or need means setting aside time,
a daily seder, to daven for that thing. As Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman
used to ask people, “Did you daven at least 265 times for this?”
For powerful davening, link it up with bitachon, and remember to
feel sure that you can rely on Hashem to accept your tefillos. Real
effective davening means you are communicating with Hashem, not
even like a person who speaks to his friend across the room, but as if
you can whisper in His ear, so to speak. The chessed in tefillah is that
we can turn to Hashem and feel completely dependent on Him to
provide all our needs and wants. We should feel like the person who
davened as if she was talking to her father - addressing Someone
Who has taken care of you all your life until now and has given you
everything you have. We need to absorb the fact that Hashem cares
for us, He wants to help us, He desires to give to us. Most important,
perhaps, is to absorb the truth that Hashem is the real and only
source for everything we need and want, from parnassah, to paying
off debts, to going on vacation. We just need to ask Him for what
we need. Tefillah that comes from these kinds of machshavos can
b’chessed Hashem break through and be accepted by Hashem. This
week (bli neder) 1 will try each day to ask Hashem for something
large or small that I need or want and say, “Hashem/Tatte, please
can I have such and such a thing,” and then in my mind or aloud I
will say, “I can rely on Hashem. He’s going to help me.”
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