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MAN WAS CREATED ONLY TO HELP OTHERS
וַַיִִּשָָּׂאָ עֵָינִָיוַ וַַיִַּרְְאָ וְַהִנֵֵּה שְְׁלֹשְָׁה אֲָנִָשְִׁים נִִצָָּבִִים עָָלָיוַ וַַיִַּרְְאָ וַַיִָּרְׇץ לִקְְרְָאָתַָם מִִפֶֶּתַַח הָאָֹהֶל וַַיִִּשְְׁתַַּחוּ אָָרְְצָָה…

 וְַאֶָקְְחָה פַַתַ לֶחֶם וְַסַַעֲָדוּ לִבְַּכֶֶם אַָחַרְ תַַּעֲָבִֹרְוּ כִַּי עַָל כֵַּן עֲָבִַרְְתֶַּם עַָל עַָבְִדְִּכֶֶם וַַיִּאָֹמְִרְוּ כֵַּן תַַּעֲָשֶֶׂה כַַּאֲָשְֶׁרְ דִִּבַַּרְְ

“And [Avraham] lifted his eyes up and he saw, behold, three men standing 
near him. Perceiving this, he ran to greet them from the entrance of the tent, 
bowing to the ground…’And let me fetch a morsel of bread that you may refresh 
yourselves; then go on -- seeing that you have come your servant’s way.’ They 
replied, ‘Do as you have said.’” (Bereishis 18: 2,5).  

We recently spoke about the chashivus and chiyuv of chessed. But the 
problem is you can talk and talk, and for some reason, very few people actually 
fulfill this chiyuv, which Rabeinu Yonah calls min hachamuros, from the stringent 
mitzvos. Rav Chaim Volozhin’s son, Rav Itzele, writes in the hakdamah to Nefesh 
Hachaim about his father: וַכֶה היה דבִרְוַ אָלי תַמִיד, My father constantly spoke to me 
and gave the following message.1 

Now, if someone would ask you what you think the constant message of 
Rav Chaim Volozhiner (1749-1821) was, what would you say? Rav Chaim was the 
talmid muvhak of the Gr”a and the meyased, the founder, of the great Volozhiner 
Yeshivah. He was a walking, talking Sefer Torah. A living Sefer Torah. So what 
would you think the constant message to his son would be? The logical, rational 
message would be Torah, Torah, and more Torah. That’s what you would have 
thought if you wanted to give a rational answer and not something out of the 
blue. But that wasn’t what he said. And don’t think that his son wasn’t a talmid 
chacham. Rav Itzele Volozhiner (1780-1849) became the rosh yeshivah of 
Volozhin. He was his father’s heir. His father told him constantly, שזה כֶל האָדם 
- you want to know what the entire adam is about? ָלאָ לעצָמִוַ נִבִרְא, a man was not 
created for himself, but לאָחרְינִי להוַעיל   only to help others. Can you imagine ,רְקְ 
that? It’s mind-boggling! How much? ַכֶכֶל אָשרְ ימִצָאָ בִכֶוַחוַ לעשוַת, as much as a person 
finds within his koach to do. This is one of the most mind-boggling statements!

1 וַז"ל בִהקְדמִתַ לסַפַרְ נִפַש חיים, שכֶתַבִ על המִחבִרְ זצָ"ל: וַלפַי הוַרְאָתַ השעה שהיה נִרְאָה לוַ להוַצָיאָ אָיזה דבִרְים 

מִבִלי הצָפַינִם. היה קְוַרְאָ ע"ע לאָ המִדרְש עיקְרְ אָלאָ המִעשה )וַמִמִילאָ נִשמִע כֶוַוַנִתַוַ על סַיפַאָ דמִשנִה זוַ וַכֶל המִרְבִה 
דבִרְים כֶוַ' )לשוַן רְבִי המִלך( שמִמִלל מִלין לצָד עלאָה להגדילם בִעינִי השוַמִעים )וַעיין מִדרְש שמִוַאָל שם(. בִכֶל דרְכֶיוַ. 
מִנִגד  נִפַשוַ  מִוַדעתַ שהשליך  הכֶלל.  בִענִינִי  בִפַרְט  דצָבִוַרְאָ.  בִמִילי  הן  כֶבִוַד שמִים.  להרְבִוַתַ  עצָמִוַ  כֶבִוַד  היה מִמִעט 
וַעסַקְ הרְבִה יתַרְ על כֶדי כֶחוַ. וַאָף כֶי זקְן היה. היוַ ידיוַ אָמִוַנִה. עד בִאָ השמִש. וַאָף כֶכֶלוַתַ כֶח רְח"ל גם על מִשכֶבִוַ 
בִחליוַ. רְעיוַנִיוַ סַליקְוַ. וַעינִיוַ היוַ נִשוַאָוַתַ השמִימִה. לשתַף שם שמִים בִצָערְאָ דהכֶלל וַהפַרְט. בִגנִוַחי וַאָנִחוַתַ בִשבִרְוַן 
מִתַנִים. וַאָנִחוַתַיוַ הרְבִוַתַ בִזה היוַ שוַבִרְוַתַ כֶל גוַף השוַמִע. )וַהיה רְגיל להוַכֶיח אָוַתַי על שרְאָה שאָינִנִי מִשתַתַף בִצָערְאָ 
דאָחרְינִאָ. וַכֶה היה דבִרְוַ אָלי תַמִיד שזה כֶל האָדם לאָ לעצָמִוַ נִבִרְאָ. רְקְ להוַעיל לאָחרְינִי כֶכֶל אָשרְ ימִצָאָ בִכֶחוַ לעשוַתַ(. 
וַדן וַהוַרְה. אָוַהבִ שלוַם. וַרְוַדף שלוַם. אָוַהבִ אָתַ הבִרְיוַתַ וַקְרְבִן לתַוַרְה. וַזה היה דרְך למִוַדוַ בִקְדש מִעוַדוַ. הן בִתַוַרְה. וַהן 
בִדרְכֶי ה' הישרְים שהיה מִוַרְה. הנִיח כֶבִוַד עצָמִוַ. וַבִחרְ לוַ ללמִד בִאָשרְ ייטבִ להם לאָחרְינִי. אָשרְ כֶקְטן כֶגדוַל ישמִעוַן. 
בִכֶל רְוַבִי תַוַרְוַתַיוַ אָשרְ זכֶה וַזכֶה אָתַ הרְבִים. לאָ הנִיח ידוַ מִלהגיד לבִנִי עירְוַ אָחרְ תַפַלתַ השחרְ פַרְשה מִסַדרְאָ דשבִוַע 
יוַם יוַם. וַכֶל הנִכֶנִסַין לבִיהמִ"ד יצָאָוַ מִלאָ דבִרְ כֶאָשרְ כֶ"אָ קְלט לפַי דרְכֶוַ. אָוַהבִי הפַשט קְלטוַ עוַמִקְ פַשוַטוַ בִמִקְרְאָ. 
וַדוַרְשי הרְשוַמִים. דרְוַש דרְשוַ מִמִה שלקְחה אָזנִם. מִה שנִזרְקְה מִפַיוַ מִדי דבִרְוַ בִקְצָרְה. וַכֶל השוַמִעים שמִחוַ בִמִתַקְ 
שפַתַיוַ אָשרְ בִרְוַרְ מִללוַ כֶקְוַרְאָ הפַרְשה לפַנִי תַשבִ«רְ. וַכֶ"כֶ היתַה מִצָוַה זוַ חבִיבִה בִעינִיוַ שהנִיח כֶל דבִרְיוַ בִקְדש וַהוַה 
רְהיט לבִי מִדרְשאָ בִעוַד שכֶל הצָבִוַרְ מִתַפַללין וַקְטן וַגדוַל שם הוַאָ וַחדוַתַאָ שלימִתַאָ הוַה חדי מִינִה. בִאָמִרְוַ בִלאָגמִוַרְי 
דבִרְ הצָרְיך תַלמִוַד. לאָוַ כֶוַלי עלמִאָ גמִירְי. וַזאָתַ התַוַרְה כֶל אָפַיין שוַין בִאָבִנִתַאָ. וַמִטיבִ לכֶוַלם. וַעלץ לבִוַ בִזה. ילמִדוַ 

ענִוַים דרְכֶוַ, וַכֶוַ'.

HaRav Yisroel Brog, Shlita  |  Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshivas Tiferes Avigdor    

Shiur presented in 5779
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שיחוַתַ ישרְאָל: וַירְאָ    1



Now, I would understand if the head of the Hatzalah or some chessed 
organization said that. But Rav Chaim Volozhiner said that?! Wow! You’re not 
created for yourself. You were created להוַעיל לאָחרְינִי. Not to help yourself as much 
as your koach enables you. Most people invest most of their energy in benefiting 
themselves. But Rav Chaim Volozhiner constantly told his son the opposite. You 
were created for one thing: only to help others. It’s massive.

Now, the question is if you look in the sefer Nefesh Hachaim you’ll see that 
it’s not a sefer on chessed. It’s a sefer about avodah, tefilah, Torah. But the emes 
is Rav Chaim Volozhiner asks (Likutei Ma’amorim, Ma’mar Zain): what is the 
greatest chessed possible that makes all other chessed like nothing? That’s a very 
strong language. He says the gemara says that the talmidei chachamim, the 
tzaddikim, lived on very, very little. For themselves, they took extremely little 
and Hashem fed the whole world in their zechus. Because they learned Torah, 
Hashem was זן וַמִפַרְנִסַ כֶל העוַלם. The gemara (Brochos 17a) singles out one unique 
rav, R’ Chanina ben Dosa. Hashem calls him “Chanina b’ni.” כֶל העוַלם כֶוַלוַ נִיזוַן בִשבִיל 
 וַחנִינִאָ בִנִי די לוַ ,the whole world is sustained in the merit of Chanina b’ni ,חנִינִאָ בִנִי
for himself he took nothing, a pittance!2 ,בִקְבִ חרְוַבִים מִערְבִ שבִתַ לערְבִ שבִתַ

Rav Chaim Volozhiner says a peledige zach: for tzaddikim, the more they 
would take for themselves, the less they would be able to be mezakeh others. The 
gemara (Ta’anis 25a) says, at one point, Rav Chanina was mamash desperate for 
some money, so he davened to Hashem, and a hand came out from shamayim 
and gave him a piece of gold. He won the lottery. Hashem gave him gold, straight 
from Hashem! Then he gave it back. You know why? Because he had a dream 
that in the next world he’s sitting at a table missing a leg. Rav Chaim said, what’s 
pshat? He says because when he took that golden leg for himself, he was now 
diminishing the chessed he did with the whole world. And the less he took for 
himself, the more shefah there was available for the world. Rav Chaim Volozhiner 
says that particular chessed of learning Torah makes every other chessed like 
gornisht because he’s ַזן וַמִפַרְנִסַ כֶל העוַלם כֶוַלו (see footnote #2 for more context).

TORAH PROVIDES THE BIGGEST CHESSED TO OTHERS
Now you understand what the gemara in Sanhedrin says. That gemara 

(Sanhedrin 99b) says, what is one of the things that makes a person an apikores  

2 אֵָל תִַּהְיוּ כַַּעֲָבִָדִים הַמְִשְַׁמְִשְִׁין אֶָתַ הָרְַבִ עַָל מְִנִַתַ לְקְַבֵַּל פְֶּרְָסַ כֶוַ', )אָבִוַתַ אָ, ג(. וְַרְַשְִׁ"י פֶַּרְֵשְׁ דְִּקְָאִָי עַָל שְְׁכֶַרְ עוֹלָם הַזֶֶּה, 

נִִרְְאֶָה שְֶׁזֶֶּהוּ מְִקְַשְֶׁרְ וּמְִחַבַָּרְ לְעֵָיל, עִָם אָָמְִרְָם "עַָל ג' דְבִָרְִים הָעוֹלָם עוֹמִֵד וַכֶוַ' עַָל גמִ"ח", כִַּי הִנֵֵּה יִפֶָּלֵאָ, אַָחֲרְֵי אֲָשְֶׁרְ כַָּתַוּבִ 
מִַבְִטָח לְשְׁוֹמְִרְֵי תַּוֹרְָה, וּמִַה  וְַכֶל טוֹבִוֹתַ העוַה"ז  בְַּעִָתַָּם",  גִשְְׁמִֵיכֶֶם  וְַנִָתַַתִַּי  וַגוַ',  תַַּלֵכֶוּ  בַַּתַּוֹרְָה )וַיקְרְאָ כֶ"וַ(: "אִָם בְַּחקּוֹתַַי 
זֶה, אֲָשְֶׁרְ הָעוֹבִֵד ה' יִדְכַָּה יָשְֹׁחַ. אֲָבִָל הַטַעַָם הוּאָ, כִֶי בְַּשְֹׁרְֶשְׁ כַֹּל הַמִִּצְָוַוֹתַ, מְִעוֹרְְרְִים רְבִ טוּבִ, וְַשְֶׁפַַע עָָצָוּם בְַּכֶָל הָעוֹלָמִוֹתַ, 
וּמִוֹרְִיד מִָזוֹן וְַרְֶוַַח, אַָךְ אִָם עוֹשֵֶׂי הַמִִּצְָוַוֹתַ מְִעוּטִים, וְַאֵָין צִָינִוֹרְִים לְשְֶׁפַַע הַטּוּבִ רְַקְ מִֵהַמְִעַָטִים, וַה' יתַ"ש בְַּרְַחֲמִָיוַ חָפַַץ חֶסֶַד, 
שְֶׁיִִּהְיֶה חַיִִּים וְַשְֶׁפַַע לְכֶֹל בְַּנִֵי אָָדָם, גַַּם לְאֵָינִָם רְְאָוּיִים, וְַנִוֹעַָל הַשָָּׁפַַע מִֵהַמְִעַָטִים, הַשְְׁרְִירְִים יִרְְאֵָי ה', וּמְִחַלֵֵּקְ לְכֶָל בְַּנִֵי אָָדָם. 
וְַלִפְַעָָמִִים, לְמִִי שְֶׁבַַּשְְׁבִִילוֹ בַָּאָ הַכַֹּל, לְעַָצְָמִוֹ אֵָינִוֹ מִַגִַּיעַָ, וּכְֶמִוֹ שאָָמְִרְוּ עַָל רְ' חֲנִִינִָאָ בֶַּן דִּוֹסַָאָ )בִרְכֶוַתַ י"ז.(, כַָּל הָעוֹלָם כַַּלֵּוֹ 
נִִיִּוֹן בִשְׁבִִיל חֲנִִינִָאָ בְַּנִִי, )וַפַי‹ השל"ה, "בִַּשְְׁבִִיל", לְשְׁוֹן דֶרְֶךְ וְַצִָנֵּוֹרְ, כְַּמִוֹ שְְׁבִִיל הָרְַבִַּים, שְְׁבִִיל הַיִָּחִיד( וַַחֲנִִינִָאָ בְַּנִִי, דִי לִוֹ בְַּקְַבִ 
חֲרְוּבִִין כֶוַ', וְַכִֶי רְַקְ צִָינִוֹרְוֹ הָיָה מִוֹרְִיד שְֶׁפַַע לְעוֹלָם, וּלְעַָצְָמִוֹ לאָֹ הָיָה מִַגִַּיעַָ, כִַּי הָיָה מִִסְַתַַּפֶַּקְ בְַּמִַעָָט. חֲשְׁוּבִָה וּמְִקְַבְַּלֶתַ, תִַּהְיָוּ 
שְִׁיטִיבִ לוֹ, שְֶׁיִַּגִַּיעַָ מִִזֶֶּה אַָךְ בְַּאֶָמִֶתַ, אִָם מְִבִַ שיגִיעַָ מִִזֶֶּה נִַחַתַ רְוּחַ וְַהוּ הָעֲָבִוֹדָה הַמִִּעֲָלָה. הַפְַחוּתַָה שְֶׁהִזְהִירְָנִוּ מִִךְ וְַהַבְַּחִינִָה 
לָזֶה, אִָם הֲלאָֹ מִִטּוֹבִַתַ חֲבִַרְֶיךָ יָ בְַּזֶה, כֶ"אָ שְֶׁיִַּגִיעַָ הַטוֹבִ עַָצְָמִוֹ, וְַלאָֹ לְמִַלְאָוֹתַ בִ לַעֲָבִֹרְ כְַּדֵי שְֶׁיִֵּטִיבִ לַחֲ כְַּוַָה יַעֲָבִוֹ עַָל מְִנִַתַ הִיאָ 
לְמִַעְָלָה, כִַּי זֶה הַ וּלְכֶָךְ מִַגִַּיעַָ לַצַָדִִּיקְ חֵלֶקְ הָרְָשְָׁע בְַּגַן עֵָדֶן, כֶמִאָחז"ל )חגיגה ט"וַ.(, כִַּי הָרְָשְָׁע לָקְַח מִֵחֶלְקְוֹ שְֶׁל הַצַָדִִּיקְ בְַּזֶה 
הָעוֹלָם. וְַזֶהוּ גמִ"ח שְָׁמְִקְַיִָּם הַצַָדִִּיקְ, שְֶׁמִֶּחֶלְקְוֹ נִזוֹן כַּל הָעוֹלָם. וְַלָכֵֶן, כְַּשְֶׁנֵָּטַל רְ' חֲנִִינִָאָ בֶַּן דִּוֹסַָאָ כַַּרְְעָָאָ דְדְהָבִָאָ )תַענִיתַ כֶ"ה.(, 
רְָמְִזוּ לוֹ, שְֶׁיִּאָֹכֶַל עַָל פְֶּתַוֹרְָאָ דבִ' כַַּרְְעִָי, הַיְינִוּ תַּוֹרְָה וַַעֲָבִוֹדָה, שְֶׁהֵם שְְׁנִֵי רְַגְלַיִם, תְַּרְֵין סַַמְִכִֶין, וַגמִ"ח יֶחְסַַרְ לוֹ. כִַּי כַַּאֲָשְֶׁרְ 
לָקְַח חֶלְקְוֹ לְעַָצְָמִוֹ, יִהְיֶה נִִגְרְֶע שְֶׁפַַע מִֵהֶהָמִוֹן, לְהַחֲיוֹתַ עַָם רְַבִ, שְֶׁהָיוּ אָוֹכְֶלִים חֶלְקְוֹ, וְַאִָם כֵַּן אֵָינִוֹ מְִקְַיִֵּם גְַּמִִילִוּתַ חֲסַָדִים זוֹ. 
וּשְְׁאַָרְ צְָדָקְָה וַגמִ"ח אֵָינִוֹ כְַּלוּם נִֶגֶד זֶה, כִַּי זֶה עוֹשֶֶׂה צְָדָקְָה בְַּכֶֹל עֵָתַ, וַכֶמִאָחז"ל )כֶתַוַבִוַתַ נִ.(, זֶה הַמְִפַַרְְנִֵסַ בַָּנִָיוַ וַכֶוַ', וְַכֶֹל 
שְֶׁכֵַּן הַמְִּפַַרְְנִֵסַ כַָּל הָעוֹלָם כַָּלוֹ. וְַלָכֵֶן אָָמְִרְוּ עַָל רְ' חֲנִִינִָאָ בֶַּן דִּוֹסַָאָ )בִבִרְכֶוַתַ י"ז:( "אַָבִִירְֵי לֵבִ הָרְְחוֹקְִים מִִצְָדָקְָה", שְֶׁלאָֹ רְָצָָה 
בִַּצְָדָקְָה שְֶׁל הַמְִּפַַרְְנִֵסַ בַָּנִָיוַ וַכֶוַ', כַַּנֵַּ"ל. וְַנִִתְַאַָכְֶזֵרְ עֲָלֵיהֶם, מִִשָּׁוּם שְֶׁבַָּחַרְ בִגמִ"ח שְֶׁל כַָּל הָעוֹלָם, וְַכֶַנֵַּ"ל. וְַלָכֵֶן אָָמְִרְוּ, אַָל תִַּהְיוּ 
כַַּעֲָבִָדִים כֶוַ', לְקְַבֵַּל פְֶּרְָסַ, שְֶׁתִַּרְְצָוּ הַשָָּׁכֶָרְ, כְַּמִוֹ שְֶׁכַָּתַוּבִ בְַּ"וְַאִָם בְַּחוּקְוֹתַַי" וַגוַ'. אֲָבִָל תֵַּדְעוּ, כִַּי הָעוֹלָם קְִיִָּם, עַָל הַתַּוֹרְָה וְַעַָל 
הָעֲָבִוֹדָה וְַעַָל גמִ"ח. שְֶׁבִַּשְְׁבִִילְךָ יִתְַקְַיִָּמִוּ וִַיקְַבְַּלוּ שְֶׁפַַע טוּבִ אַָחֵרְִים. וְַלִגְמִֹל עַָם כַָּל הָעוֹלָם אַָךְ טוֹבִ וְַחֶסֶַד, וּבִָזֶה הֲלאָֹ שְְׁכֶָרְְךָ 

הַרְְבֵַּה מְִאָד, וַכֶוַ'.
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for which he loses his chelek in olam haba?3 Here is a kollel yungerman, a 
tzaddik. He learns Torah all day. He’s ְהדחק מִתַוַך  תַוַרְה   for the emes. And לוַמִד 
what happens? What happens is somebody comes over and says, “What good, 
what benefit do I have from this guy? He sits there by himself, and he learns 
for himself. He’s becoming a great man. What benefit do I have from that?!” 
You know what the gemara says? That he’s an apikores and has no chelek in 
olam haba! Now, you may ask: “Isn’t that an extreme label and a punishment?! 
Maybe the person doesn’t understand. He doesn’t chap the koach haTorah.” You 
know what Rashi says? You know why he’s such a terrible person? Because this 
talmid chacham who is sitting and learning is the source of this guy’s parnasah. 
Whatever this guy has, he has from that talmid chacham who is sitting and 
learning bedochek. That’s a chutzpah she’ein kamoso. You’re belittling the hand 
that feeds you?! Do you know what that means? It’s mavhil al hara’ayon. The 
chessed that somebody does to the world through Torah, especially if he’s לוַמִד 
!is unbelievable ,תַוַרְה מִתַוַך הדחקְ

The Chafetz Chaim was once at a meeting. Balebatim were building a 
hospital. So they were deciding how many beds each gvir was going to donate. 
Some could donate one bed, some two beds. Suddenly, a yeshivah man, a ben 
Torah came. He wanted to speak to the Chafetz Chaim. The Chafetz Chaim said, 
“Rabosai, wait a minute. I want to talk to this ben Torah.” The Chafetz Chaim 
went out and spoke to him. He came back and they were all upset. They said, 
“We don’t understand. We came for a very important meeting. Our time is very 
valuable. We’re here to build a hospital. What is this guy going to do for the 
world?” Chafetz Chaim said, “That guy donated fifty beds.” What!? Fifty beds! 
Not one of these guys came close to fifty beds. Chafetz Chaim explained what 
he meant. He said that from his Torah, fifty beds are empty. We need fifty beds 
less. Because of you guys, we need fifty more beds. You’ve got to pay for the beds 
because you make the people sick. You’ve got to cover the cost of your damage.

That’s what a person has to know. Today we want to share with you an idea, 
so you  can ingrain it in yourself, namely, that the benefits of a person doing 
chessed are such that you can’t imagine it! If you look in Sha’arei Teshuvah, 
Rabbeinu Yonah writes in two places about chessed (1:47, 3:13): one as a general 
mitzvah min hachamuros, from the most chashuve mitzvos around, and also as 
one of the principles of teshuvah. A person who did a cheit and is engaging in 
teshuvah, that person also has to do chessed.

However, there is chiluk between the two. Teshuvah affords a person 
a certain level of kapparah. A person who did an aveirah needs kapparah. 
Rabosai, don’t convince yourself otherwise for one second. For every single cheit 
you’re going to pay like a tattele. Hashem is going to smile at you, but you’ve got 
to pay because you’ve got to pay for any charge you make on the ‘credit card.’ 
That’s just how the rule goes. You charged the card? You’ve got to pay the debt. 
Unless somebody else stole your card and charged it. Then you get a refund, if 
you can prove it. Hashem says there’s one way to get out of it (in combination 
with teshuva): do chessed.

3 בִשלמִאָ למִ"ד המִבִזה תַלמִיד חכֶם עצָמִוַ מִגלה פַנִים בִתַוַרְה הוַי מִבִזה חבִירְוַ בִפַנִי תַ"ח אָפַיקְוַרְוַסַ הוַי אָלאָ למִ"ד 

מִבִזה חבִירְוַ בִפַנִי תַלמִיד חכֶם מִגלה פַנִים בִתַוַרְה הוַי אָפַיקְוַרְוַסַ כֶגוַן מִאָן אָמִרְ רְבִ יוַסַף כֶגוַן הנִי דאָמִרְי מִאָי אָהנִוַ לן 
רְבִנִן לדידהוַ קְרְוַ לדידהוַ תַנִוַ )רְש"י ד"ה מִאָי אָהנִי לן - וַהם אָינִן יוַדעין שעוַלם מִתַקְיים עליהם(  
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CHESSED BRINGS KAPPARAH
Now a regular person doesn’t have to go out and chase chessed. If chessed 

comes to you, then Rabeinu Yonah says you’ve got to do it diligently. You’ve got 
to be amal. You have to toil. You have to put forth your maximum extreme effort. 
But you don’t have to go around the street looking for chessed until it comes your 
way. But if you want to get kapparah, in addition to doing teshuvah, you have to 
run after chessed.4

In the Avos DeRav Nosson (4:5) it says one time Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai 
was walking outside of Yerushalayim and Rabi Yehoshua was walking behind 
him and they saw the place where the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed. So Rabi 
Yehoshua said, “Oy vey, it was destroyed. This was a place where Klal Yisrael got 
their kapparah.” ַאָמִרְ לו, He said to him, בִנִי אָל ירְע לך, don’t feel bad. ַיש לנִוַ כֶפַרְה אָחת 
 זה גמִילוַתַ חסַדים ?we have another kapparah that’s like it. What is that ,שהיאָ כֶמִוַתַה
5.שנִאָמִרְ כֶי חסַד חפַצָתַי וַלאָ זבִח

People are always looking for kapparos. There’s no way out. You’ve got to 
have a kapparah. You did a cheit? You have to have kapparah, Rabosai. Whether 
you’re young, whether you’re old, you did a cheit you have to be cleaned. You 
can do teshuvah and you’re a tzaddik gamur but kapparah is something else, 
especially for serious aveiros. Do you know what the best kapparah is? Gemilus 
chassadim.

CHOOSE YOUR KAPPARAH: GO COLLECTING
It’s very difficult to put your hand out and go over to somebody and say: 

can you please help me? I’m raising money for a talmid chacham or for an 
important inyan. It’s embarrassing to do that. It’s humiliating. But if you do 
that, Rabosai, you’re going to come to the next world and you’re going to say, 
“Wow!” Your credit card is going to be knocked down. You may have not done 

4 אָ. הָעִָקָּרְ הַשִָּׁבְִעָָה עָָשֶָׂרְ – לִרְְדִֹּף פְֶּעָֻלֵַּתַ הַחֶסֶַד וְַהָאֱָמִֶתַ: כַָּעִָנְִיָן שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱָמִַרְ )מִשלי ט"ז:וַ'( בְַּחֶסֶַד וֶַאֱָמִֶתַ יְכֶֻפֶַּרְ עָָוֹן וּבְִיִרְְאַָתַ ה' סַוּרְ מִֵרְָע. 

וְַעַָתַָּה הִתְַבַּוֹנִֵן בְַּסַוֹד הַמִִּקְְרְָאָ הַזֶֶּה. כִַּי הַאָֻמְִנִָם אִָם הַחוֹטֵאָ לאָֹ שְָׁבִ אֶָל ה'. לאָֹ יִתְַכַַּפֵֶּרְ עֲָוֹנִוֹ בְַּפַֹעַָל הַחֶסֶַד. כְַּמִוֹ שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱָמִַרְ )דבִרְים י':י"ז( 
אֲָשְֶׁרְ לאָֹ יִשָָּׂאָ פַָנִִים וְַלאָֹ יִקַּח שְֹׁחַד. וּפֵַרְְשְׁוּ רְַבַּוֹתֵַינִוּ זִכְֶרְוֹנִָם לִבְִרְָכֶָה לאָֹ יִקַּח שְֹׁחַד מִִצְָוַָה. לִמְִחֹל וּלְהַעֲָבִִירְ עַָל הָעֲָוֹנִוֹתַ. וְַעוֹד אָָמְִרְוּ 
כַָּל הָאָוֹמִֵרְ הקְבִ"ה וַַתְַּרְָן הוּאָ יִוָּתְַרְוּ חַיִָּיוַ. אֲָבִָל מִַאֲָרְִיךְ אַָפֶַּיִם. וְַאִָם לאָֹ יִשְְׁמְִעוּ. יִמִַּד פְֶּעָֻלֵָּתַָם אֶָל חֵיקְָם. אָָכֵֶן זֶה שְֶׁאָָמִַרְ שְְׁלֹמִֹה הַמִֶּלֶךְ 
עָָלָיוַ הַשָָּׁלוֹם בְַּחֶסֶַד וֶַאֱָמִֶתַ יְכֶֻפֶַּרְ עָָוֹן. עַָל בַַּעַָל הַתְַּשְׁוּבִָה דִִּבֵַּרְ. כִַּי יֵשְׁ עֲָבִֵרְוֹתַ שְֶׁהַתְַּשְׁוּבִָה וְַיוֹם הַכִַּפֶּוּרְִים תַּוֹלִין וְַיִסּוּרְִין מְִמִָרְְקְִין. כַַּאֲָשְֶׁרְ 
יִתְַבַָּאֵָרְ בַַּשַָּׁעַָרְ הָרְְבִִיעִָי. וְַהִנֵֵּה הַחֶסֶַד יָגֵן בְַּעַָד הַחוֹטֵאָ וְַיִשְְׁמִֹרְ עָָלָיוַ מִִן הַיִִּסּוּרְִין. בְַּשְֶׁגַַּם הַצֵָּל יַצִָּיל מִִן הַמִָּוֶַתַ. כְַּמִוֹ שְֶׁכַָּתַוּבִ )מִשלי י':בִ'( 
וּצְָדָקְָה תַַּצִָּיל מִִמִָּוֶַתַ. ]וְַעוֹד יֵשְׁ עָָוֹן וְַהוּאָ עֲָוֹן חִלֵּוּל הַשֵָּׁם. שְֶׁהַתְַּשְׁוּבִָה וְַיִסּוּרְִין תַּוֹלִין וּמִִיתַָה מְִמִָרְֶקְֶתַ כְַּמִוֹ שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱָמִַרְ )ישעיהוַ כֶ"בִ:י"ד( 
אִָם יְכֶֻפֶַּרְ הֶעָָוֹן הַזֶֶּה לָכֶֶם עַָד תְַּמִֻתַוּן. וְַהִנֵֵּה כַַּאֲָשְֶׁרְ הָאָָדָם מִִשְְׁתַַּדִֵּל לִתְַמִֹךְ בְַּיַד הָאֱָמִֶתַ. וְַיַעֲָזֹרְ אַָחֲרְָיוַ וְַיִתְַעוֹרְֵרְ בִַּדְבִָרְָיוַ. וְַהוֹפִַיעַָ אָוֹרְוֹ 
לְעֵָינִֵי בְַּנִֵי עַָמִּוֹ. וִַיחַזֵֶּקְ יְדֵי אַָנְִשְֵׁי הָאֱָמִֶתַ. וְַנִָשֶָׂאָ רְאָֹשְָׁם. וְַכִֶתַּוֹתַ הַשֶָּׁקְֶרְ יַשְְׁפִֶּילֵם יַגִַּיעֵָם עַָד עָָפַָרְ. הִנֵֵּה אֵָלֵֶּה דִַּרְְכֵֶי קְִדִּוּשְׁ ה'. וְַהוֹד וְַהָדָרְ 
לֶאֱָמִוּנִָתַוֹ וַַעֲָבִוֹדָתַוֹ בַָּעוֹלָם. וְַעֹז וְַתִַפְַאֶָרְֶתַ בְַּמִִקְְדִַּשְׁ תַּוֹרְָתַוֹ. עַָל כֵַּן בְַּהַרְְבַּוֹתַ פְֶּעָָלָיוַ לְקְַדִֵּשְׁ אֶָתַ ה' וּלְעוֹרְֵרְ הָאֱָמִֶתַ לְהָכִֶין אָוֹתַוֹ וּלְסַַעֲָדוֹ. 
וְַנִִסְַלַח לוֹ מִֵעָָוֹן הַחִלֵּוּל עִָם הַתְַּשְׁוּבִָה בְַּשֶׂוּמִוֹ הָאֱָמִֶתַ לְעָֻמִַּתַ אַָשְְׁמִַתַ הַחִלֵּוּל. מִִדִַּתַ תְַּשְׁוּבִָתַוֹ נִֶגֶד מִִדִַּתַ מְִשְׁוּבִָתַוֹ. זֶה בֵַּאָוּרְ בְַּחֶסֶַד 

וֶַאֱָמִֶתַ יְכֶֻפֶַּרְ עָָוֹן[ )שערְי תַשוַבִה אָ׳:מִז( 
בִ. וְַיֵשְׁ בְַּמִִצְָוֹתַ עֲָשֵֶׂה מִִן הַחֲמִוּרְוֹתַ שְֶׁאֵָין הֲמִוֹן הָעָָם נִִזְהָרְִים בַָּהֶם כְַּגוֹן הַזְכַָּרְַתַ שְֵׁם שְָׁמִַיִם לְבִַטָּלָה שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱָמִַרְ )דבִרְים י':כֶ'( אֶָתַ 
ה' אֱָלֹקְֶיךָ תִַּירְָאָ וְַאָָמְִרְוּ רְַבַּוֹתֵַינִוּ זִכְֶרְוֹנִָם לִבְִרְָכֶָה הֻזְהַרְְנִוּ בַָּזֶה שְֶׁלֵּאָֹ לְהַזְכִַּירְ שְֵׁם שְָׁמִַיִם לְבִַטָּלָה. וְַכֵֶן גְַּמִִילוּתַ חֲסַָדִים שְֶׁהִיאָ 
מִִצְָוַַתַ עֲָשֵֶׂה שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱָמִַרְ )שמִוַתַ י"ח:כֶ'( וְַהוֹדַעְָתַָּ לָהֶם אֶָתַ הַדִֶּרְֶךְ יֵלְכֶוּ בִָהּ זוֹ גְַּמִִילוּתַ חֲסַָדִים. וְַאָָמְִרְוּ גְַּדוֹלָה גְַּמִִילוּתַ חֲסַָדִים 
הָעוֹלָם  דְִּבִָרְִים  שְְׁלֹשְָׁה  עַָל  אָָמְִרְוּ  כֵַּן  עַָל  לָעֲָשְִׁירְִים.  בֵַּין  לָעֲָנִִיִִּים  בֵַּין  חֲסַָדִים  וּגְמִִילוּתַ  לָעֲָנִִיִִּים  שְֶׁהַצְָּדָקְָה  הַצְָּדָקְָה  מִִן  יוֹתֵַרְ 
עוֹמִֵד עַָל הַתַּוֹרְָה וְַעַָל הָעֲָבִוֹדָה וְַעַָל גְַּמִִילוּתַ חֲסַָדִים. וְַהִנֵֵּה הַצְָּדָקְָה בְַּמִָמִוֹנִוֹ. וּגְמִִילוּתַ חֲסַָדִים בֵַּין בְַּגוּפַוֹ בֵַּין בְַּמִָמִוֹנִוֹ. כִַּי חַיִָּבִ 
אָָדָם לִטְרְֹחַ בִַּדְרְִישְַׁתַ טוֹבִ לְעַָמִּוֹ וְַלִשְְׁקְֹד בַַּעֲָמִַל נִַפְַשְׁוֹ עַָל תַַּקָּנִַתַ חֲבִֵרְוֹ אִָם דִַּל וְַאִָם עָָשְִׁירְ. וְַזאָֹתַ מִִן הַחֲמִוּרְוֹתַ וּמִִן הָעִָקָּרְִים 
הַנִֵּדְרְָשְִׁים מִִן הָאָָדָם שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱָמִַרְ )מִיכֶה וַ':ח'( הִגִַּיד לְךָ אָָדָם מִַה טּוֹבִ וּמִָה ה' דִּוֹרְֵשְׁ מִִמְִּךָ כִַּי אִָם עֲָשֶׂוֹתַ מִִשְְׁפֶָּט וְַאַָהֲבִַתַ חֶסֶַד. 
וְַכֵֶן מִִצְָוַָה לְהִכַָּנִֵסַ לִפְַנִִים מִִשָּׁוּרְַתַ הַדִִּין שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱָמִַרְ )שמִוַתַ י"ח:כֶ'( וְַאֶָתַ הַמִַּעֲָשֶֶׂה אֲָשְֶׁרְ יַעֲָשֶׂוּן וְַאָָמְִרְוּ רְַבַּוֹתֵַינִוּ זִכְֶרְוֹנִָם לִבְִרְָכֶָה 
זֶה לִפְַנִִים מִִשָּׁוּרְַתַ הַדִִּין. וְַיֵשְׁ בְַּעִָנְִיָן זֶה דְִּרְָכִֶים רְַבִַּים אֲָשְֶׁרְ תִַּהְיֶה בַָּהֶן הַמִִּצְָוַָה הַזֶּאָֹתַ מִִן הַחֲמִוּרְוֹתַ הַכַֹּל לְפִַי עִָנְִיַן הַדִִּין. כְַּמִוֹ 
שְֶׁאָָמְִרְוּ רְַבַּוֹתֵַינִוּ זִכְֶרְוֹנִָם לִבְִרְָכֶָה לאָֹ חָרְְבִָה יְרְוּשְָׁלַיִם אֶָלֵָּאָ עַָל שְֶׁהֶעֱָמִִידוּ דִִּבְִרְֵיהֶם עַָל דִִּין תַּוֹרְָה וְַלָאָ נִִכְֶנְִסַוּ לִפְַנִִים מִִשָּׁוּרְַתַ 

הַדִִּין )שערְי תַשוַבִה ג׳:יג( 
5 על גמִ״ח כֶיצָד הרְי הוַאָ אָוַמִרְ )הוַשע וַ( כֶי חסַד חפַצָתַי וַלאָ זבִח. העוַלם מִתַחלה לאָ נִבִרְאָ אָלאָ בִחסַד שנִאָמִרְ )תַהלים 

פַט( כֶי אָמִרְתַי עוַלם חסַד יבִנִה שמִים תַכֶין אָמִוַנִתַך בִהם. פַעם אָחתַ היה רְבִן יוַחנִן בִן זכֶאָי יוַצָאָ מִירְוַשלים וַהיה רְבִי 
יהוַשע הוַלך אָחרְיוַ וַרְאָה בִיתַ המִקְדש חרְבִ ]אָרְ״י אָוַי לנִוַ על זה שהוַאָ חרְבִ[ מִקְוַם שמִכֶפַרְים בִוַ עוַנִוַתַיהם של ישרְאָל. 
אָ״ל בִנִי אָל ירְע לך יש לנִוַ כֶפַרְה אָחתַ שהיאָ כֶמִוַתַה וַאָיזה זה גמִ״ח שנִאָמִרְ כֶי חסַד חפַצָתַי וַלאָ זבִח שכֶן מִצָינִוַ בִדנִיאָל 
אָיש חמִוַדוַתַ שהיה מִתַעסַקְ בִגמִ״ח וַמִה הן גמִ״ח שהיה דנִיאָל מִתַעסַקְ בִהם אָם תַאָמִרְ עוַלוַתַ וַזבִחים מִקְרְיבִ בִבִבִל 
וַהלאָ כֶבִרְ נִאָמִרְ )דבִרְים יבִ( השמִרְ לך פַן תַעלה עוַלוַתַיך בִכֶל מִקְוַם אָשרְ תַרְאָה כֶי אָם בִמִקְוַם אָשרְ יבִחרְ ה׳ בִאָחד 
שבִטיך שם תַעלה עוַלוַתַיך. אָלאָ מִה הן גמִ״ח שהיה מִתַעסַקְ בִהן היה מִתַקְן אָתַ הכֶלה וַמִשמִחה וַמִלוַוַה אָתַ המִתַ וַנִוַתַן 

פַרְוַטה לענִי וַמִתַפַלל ג׳ פַעמִים בִכֶל יוַם וַתַפַלתַוַ מִתַקְבִלתַ בִרְצָוַן, וַכֶוַ'.  
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a cheit in twenty or thirty years but for every cheit you did before that, you’re 
going to pay like a tattele. But if you did gemilus chasadim, you’re going to have 
kapparah. Every single one of you, whoever is hearing this, should undertake 
to commit to save himself and his family by doing chessed. There is nothing like 
chessed. Zilch! You’re embarrassed. Your family doesn’t like it. Forget all the 
shtusim. Save your soul. Save yourself. You should become synonymous as the 
chessed collectors. You should be the ones known as doing chessed. Every bein 
hazmanim you should do it, if you’re wise. This is the best piece of advice I can 
help you with because there’s no other way that you’re going to be zocheh to 
kapparah; otherwise, you’ve got to endure yesurim. Do you know how much 
yesurim there is in the world today? Boatloads. You know why? Kapparah. It’s a 
lot easier to humiliate yourself in this fashion than to have people daven for you 
in every shul and put your name out and hope you get better. It’s not pashut. But 
if you went out and ran around collecting, you would have an atonement and it 
will protect you from yesurim. 

I just met a yungerman in Lakewood. I was there a couple of weeks ago. One 
special guy, a fellow who’s at every chasunah. He has a stack of bills in his hand, 
singles, and he stands collecting for aniyim. After years and years of watching 
the guy, I went over to him and said, “What’s the story with you? Who do you 
collect for yourself?” No, he collects for yungeleit in Lakewood. I said, “Are you 
kidding? How often do you do it?” “Whenever there’s a chasunah.” I said, “In 
Lakewood, it’s every night.” He said, “I come every night.” It’s mind-boggling. 
I told the guy at a later time, “I want you to know I spoke about you. You’re a 
very wise man. You don’t have humiliation. If you do, I want you to know I have 
the greatest respect for you. You’re a very wise man, and what you’re doing is 
unreal.” Everybody else is a tremendous mechutzaf but no one would do that to 
collect money. You know why? Because they are not zocheh to kapparah.

You know how easy it is? If a person is sick, you know what the simplest 
thing to do is? Make a few phone calls. Write a couple of letters to some friends 
and say, “Listen. I’m going through some suffering right now and I’m trying 
to alleviate my yesurim. Could you help me? I need a zechus. I’m trying to do 
chessed for somebody else. Maybe you’ll do me a chessed.” You know what kind 
of easy thing that is? It’s easy as pie. It doesn’t say you have to actually raise 
the money. You’re doing the chessed. You’re going out to do chessed for people. 
That’s tremendous.

COLLECTING WILL OPEN GATES OF RACHAMIM FOR YOU
The Vilna Gaon writes in the sefer Avnei Eliyahu on the siddur Ishei Yisrael 

that there’s a gate in every person’s heart. That gate is called sha’ar harachamim. 
That’s what it is. Now, usually when you open a door or gate, it either leads you 
out of somewhere or to somewhere. That sha’ar harachamim that Hashem puts 
in our hearts, if you open the sha’ar harachamim what does it do? Does it get you 
out of somewhere or does it get you into somewhere? You know what he says? 
When you open this gate and walk through this door, a sha’ar harachamim opens 
up in shamayim on the other side, and now Hashem sends down rachamim to 
you. Do you know what that means? That’s mind-boggling stuff. It’s amazing. You 
buy yourself cheap rachamim. Do you know what it is to sit laid up in bed? Do 
you know what it is to go to hospitals? You should never know, but if you don’t do 
anything about it, you’re not giving yourself a good chance to get rachamim. I tell 
people: “Open up. Open yourself up to rachamim. You need parnasah? Open for 
yourself sha’ar rachamim.” You live in Lakewood or wherever you live, go collect 

שיחוַתַ ישרְאָל: וַירְאָ    5



a couple dollars. Don’t stop. Buy yourself cheap rachamim. The most somebody 
is going to tell you is, “I can’t help you right now.” People might ask you why you 
are doing this. You don’t look like a meshulach type. You say, “You’re right. I’m 
not. But I’m going through something now, and I need a zechus.” If somebody 
came to you and told you that, how would you feel? Would you say, “Get out of 
here, I don’t want to help you.” Of course not. You’d say, “I feel bad that you 
need a zechus. Let me give you a couple of bucks.” Do you know what that is? It’s 
unreal!

TORAH AND CHESSED CAN RIP UP A GZAR DIN

The gemara says in Rosh Hashanah (18a)6 a peledike zach, that there are 
some types of gzar dins from shamayim that Hashem gives you with a shevuah, 
and those things can’t be torn up. If you get such a gezar din on you, you’re 
basically finished. But the gemara says there’s one way of getting out of it. You 
know how? Torah and chessed. The gemara says there was such a gzar din on 
Beis Eili. Eili was a kohen gadol, but he had children who were mevazeh the 
korbanos. They let rich guys get in line first. They said to the poor guy, “You go 
to the back of the line.” And they acted like the korbanos was their business. 
Hashem gave such a shevuah on them! He said, “Anybody from Beis Eili is not 
making it until twenty.” Twenty years old!

The gemara says they had some great descendants. Who were they? Rabbah 
and Abaye. They both were descendants of Beis Eili. That means they had no 
chance to live past twenty. So the gemara says Rabbah who was totally osek 
beTorah lived to forty. Abaye who was osek beTorah and gemilus chasadim lived 
to sixty. Now it’s a pelah because there’s nothing greater than Torah! But Torah 
with chessed? Psssh! Unbelievable! It gave Abaye an extra twenty years.

Now imagine you could know the chances of any of us living to 120 - they are 
about as great as you winning the $1.6 billion lottery, because no one does. No 
one wins the lottery. No one lives to 120. Till a 100, maybe. But if somebody tells 
you you could be ma’arich yamim for doing chessed and you don’t do chessed, 
you’ve got to be nuts. “It’s not my type,” people tell me. I ask them, “Is it your 
type to sit in a hospital? Is that your type? You want to sit with your child in a 
cancer ward, rachmana litzlan, or sit in some other kind of ward, a liver ward, an 
oncology ward, or a cardiovascular ward? You want to sit there? Is that better? 
Isn’t it better to do chessed?” Because with chessed you get a mitzvah.

COLLECTING IS A CHANCE TO EARN RACHAMEI SHAMAYIM
Now I want to tell you something else. Rav Elya Lopian said this from a 

Zohar. The Zohar says: when Hakadosh Baruch Hu sees that there’s a fellow 
who needs mercy, Hashem sees middas hadin is coming toward him because of 
his aveiros, so what does Hashem do? You would think Hashem zaps him. He 
gets out His big bug zapper and He points it right at his heart, gives a press and 
suddenly he goes into convulsions and has a heart attack. Or He zaps the guy’s 
brain. He zaps his liver, his kidneys, his pancreas, or his colon. Hashem has 

6 כִַּדְרְַבִ שְְׁמִוּאֵָל בַַּרְ אַָמִֵּי. דְִּאָָמִַרְ רְַבִ שְְׁמִוּאֵָל בַַּרְ אַָמִֵּי. וְַאָָמְִרְִי לַהּ, אָָמִַרְ רְַבִ שְְׁמִוּאֵָל בַַּרְ נִַחְמִָנִִי אָָמִַרְ רְַבִ יוֹנִָתַָן: מִִנֵַּיִן לִגְזַרְ 

דִִּין שְֶׁיִֵּשְׁ עִָמִּוֹ שְְׁבִוּעָָה שְֶׁאֵָינִוֹ נִִקְְרְָע - שְֶׁנֵֶּאֱָמִַרְ: ״]וְַ[לָכֵֶן נִִשְְׁבַַּעְָתִַּי לְבִֵיתַ עֵָלִי אִָם יִתְַכַַּפֵֶּרְ עֲָוֹן בֵַּיתַ עֵָלִי בְַּזֶבִַח וּבְִמִִנְִחָה״. אָָמִַרְ 
רְָבִָאָ: בְַּזֶבִַח וּבִַמִִּנְִחָה אֵָינִוֹ מִִתְַכַַּפֵֶּרְ - אֲָבִָל מִִתְַכַַּפֵֶּרְ בְַּתַוֹרְָה. אַָבַָּיֵי אָָמִַרְ: בְַּזֶבִַח וּמִִנְִחָה אֵָינִוֹ מִִתְַכַַּפֵֶּרְ - אֲָבִָל מִִתְַכַַּפֵֶּרְ בְַּתַוֹרְָה 
וּבִִגְמִִילוּתַ חֲסַָדִים. רְַבַָּה וְַאַָבַָּיֵי מִִדְִּבִֵיתַ עֵָלִי קְָאָָתַוּ. רְַבַָּה דִַּעֲָסַַקְ בַַּתַּוֹרְָה - חֲיָה אַָרְְבְַּעִָין שְְׁנִִין, אַָבַָּיֵי דִַּעֲָסַַקְ בְַּתַוֹרְָה וּבִִגְמִִילוּתַ 

חֲסַָדִים - חֲיָה שְִׁיתִַּין שְְׁנִִין. 
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things He zaps. Listen to what the Zohar says. Listen closely because everybody 
gets zapped in their life, at times. Rabosai, there’s no one that I know of who 
doesn’t get zapped. The Zohar says when Hashem sees middas hadin is coming at 
you, Hashem sends an ani to your house to give you a chance to have rachmanus 
on him. And על ידי זה מִרְחמִים עליוַ מִן השמִים! Middah keneged middah! The passuk 
(Devarim 13:18) says: וַנִתַן לך רְחמִים, which means Hashem gives you an opportunity 
for you in your heart to be merachem on the ani, and then through this, וַירְחמִך 
Hashem will be merachem on you.7

SAVE YOURSELF: HAVE RACHAMIM ON OTHERS
I always tell the story of an interesting fellow. One day, he got the big bad 

news that he had cancer, and it wasn’t a good one. His family had a big meeting, 
and that night, Hashem sent a meshulach to his house. There were a whole bunch 
of people there, so the meshulach figured that he got lucky. If he would have 
known what they were having a meeting about, sharing the bad news with the 
whole family, he would have realized how lucky he really was if he could have 
convinced them to give tzedakah to save the man’s life. What did they do? They 
threw him out. The man said, “Wrong time. Not tonight.” The meshulach said, 
“What do you mean? Everybody is here. I need a little help.” They told him to go 
fly a kite, basically. The next thing you knew, that guy was on a kite, straight to 
heaven. That’s where he went, hopefully; but the point is that he left the world 
very soon after turning away that meshulach. Could you imagine if that guy 
would have chapped that Hashem sent him this opportunity, punkt during the 
meeting, to save his life?!

So the next time you have an opportunity to have rachamus on somebody, 
say: “How come I got this opportunity now? I don’t get an opportunity of having 
rachmanus, to be merachem on people every day. Maybe there’s a middas hadin 
on me.” Maybe it’s a message that a middas hadin is upon you and you need 
rachamim mishamayim but they can’t be merachem on you mishamayim. You 
know why? Because you’re missing the shiur of middas meracham al habrios. 
You’re not a merachem on the brios, which you need to be zocheh to save your 
life. So Hashem gives you an opportunity to have rachmanus on somebody in 
order to save your life. And if chas veshalom you don’t have rachmanus on 
certain people, you know what’s going to happen? You yourself slam the door on 
your own rachamim.

Rav Elya Lopian once said that we say at the end of selichos: מִכֶנִיסַי רְחמִים 
 Who are these machnisei rachamim? He said: that .הכֶנִיסַוַ רְחמִנִוַ לפַנִי בִעל הרְחמִים
meshulach that knocked on your door yesterday by night and you refused to be 
mekabel him, and that fellow you met in the beis medrash yesterday and he said 
he’s going through a difficult time and you said you have no time for him - those 
were the shluchim of Hashem to be your machnisei rachamim! And what did you

7 עוַד שם בִמִדרְש: "אָמִרְ רְ' חייאָ: ג' מִדוַתַ טוַבִוַתַ יש להן לישרְאָל" - היינִוַ שהקְבִ"ה הנִחיל לכֶל אָוַ"אָ מִישרְאָל ג' מִדוַתַ 

טוַבִוַתַ להיוַתַם נִטוַעוַתַ בִלבִוַתַם - "וַאָלוַ הן: בִיישנִים, רְחמִנִים, גוַמִלי חסַדים". בִיישנִים - היינִוַ שיתַבִייש אָדם לעשוַתַ 
דבִרְ מִכֶוַערְ, וַיש כֶמִה דינִים בִזה, כֶגוַן: כֶשאָדם יוַשבִ בִבִיתַ השימִוַש - לאָ יגלה בִשרְוַ קְוַדם שישבִ, אָלאָ לאָחרְ שישבִ, כֶי 
צָרְיך להתַבִייש בִעצָמִוַ מִלגלוַתַ פַירְוַעוַ. וַעוַד כֶמִה דינִים ישנִם הנִוַבִעים מִמִדתַ הבִוַשה. וַאָמִרְוַ עוַד: "בִיישנִים - שנִאָמִרְ 
)שמִוַתַ כֶ', י"ז(: "וַבִעבִוַרְ תַהיה ירְאָתַוַ על פַנִיכֶם' - זוַ הבִוַשה", כֶי בִוַשה נִיכֶרְתַ על הפַנִים. "רְחמִנִים מִנִיין? שנִאָמִרְ 
)דבִרְים י"ג, י"ח(: וַנִתַן לך רְחמִים וַרְחמִך'". וַאָחז"ל )זוַה"קְ בִרְאָשיתַ דף כֶ"ג( שכֶשהקְבִ"ה רְוַאָה כֶבִיכֶוַל שמִדתַ הדין 
מִתַוַחה על האָדם מִפַנִי עוַוַנִוַתַיוַ שוַלח לוַ הקְבִ"ה ענִי לבִיתַוַ שירְחם עליוַ, וַעי"ז מִרְחמִין עליוַ מִן השמִים - מִדה כֶנִגד 
מִדה, וַזהוַ: "וַנִתַן לך רְחמִים" - כֶלוַמִרְ: שיתַן לך בִלבִך שתַרְחם על הענִי, וַעי"ז "וַרְחמִך" - שהקְבִ"ה מִרְחם עליך עבִוַרְ 
זאָתַ, כֶי בִמִדה שאָדם מִוַדד - מִוַדדין לוַ. וַמִצָמִיחוַ, "גוַמִלי חסַדים מִנִיין? שנִאָמִרְ )דבִרְים ז', י"בִ(: "וַשמִרְ ד' אָלקְיך לך 
אָתַ הבִרְיתַ וַאָתַ החסַד'". הקְבִ"ה שוַמִרְ לך אָתַ החסַד שעשיתַ, זוַרְע אָתַ החסַד וַכֶאָמִוַרְ למִעלה: "זוַרְע צָדקְוַתַ מִצָמִיח 

ישוַעוַתַ". הרְי כֶמִה גדוַלה מִדתַ החסַד, שהקְבִ"ה שוַמִרְה, זוַרְעה, וַמִצָמִיחה, וַכֶוַ'. )לבִ אָליהוַ פַ' נִשאָ( 
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do? You drove them away al paneihem and now you’re screaming רְחמִים  מִכֶנִיסַי 
 Maybe you even sing it nice. It doesn’t help you. You slammed the .הכֶנִיסַוַ רְחמִנִוַ
door on yourself! You threw the book at yourself, that’s what you really did. 
You’ve got to know this! This is an unbelievable yesod. 

NEED A YESHUA? GO COLLECTING!
Do you know how many people need parnasah? I tell people: sending out 

resumes is the stupidest thing you ever did. One resume, maybe. People send out 
hundreds of resumes. They spend whole days on the computer falling into this 
trap. What are they doing? Help yourself! Pick yourself up, go to the shul where 
you daven. If you’re ashamed to collect in that shul, go to another shul. Take 
a few singles in your hand, put it in your hand and say, “Tzedakah, tzedakah, 
tzedakah.” Go around the shul collecting money for others. You know how fast 
you’ll get a job then? Believe me, you’ll get a job. That’s sha’ar harachamim. In 
the Torah, we have this story. The Torah says you want children? Avraham and 
Sarah didn’t have children. What was the ma’aseh that triggered their having 
children? Extreme hachnasas orchim, extreme.

I met a wonderful couple from Eretz Yisrael who didn’t have children. 
They were ois mentsch. The lady was mamas beside herself. A terrible, terrible 
situation. I told her, “First, open a gemach.” She said, “I have no money.” I 
said, “Here’s $1,000. Go open a gemach now. I just started you off. Now you go 
collect the rest. Get some more. Open a gemach and take care of it. Now pray to 
get an extreme opportunity of hachnasas orchim. When you’ll get an extreme 
opportunity of hachnasas orchim, you’re going to know you’re going to have 
kids. Writing checks is nice, but hachnasas orchim is real chessed. You know 
why? You give away your life. You give away your house. They take over.”

The guy called me two weeks ago. He said, “Do you remember me?” I said, 
“What’s your name? I don’t remember you. Who are you?” He said, “I’m the 
guy.” I said, “Oh yeah, I remember you.” He said, “We just had an opportunity. 
An older person who’s homeless needs a place to stay. Do you think it’s okay if 
we put her in our house? It’s only me and my wife. We don’t have a big house, a 
little apartment, but we can take her in as a chessed.” I said, “My friend, do you 
remember what I told you about that extreme chessed? This is it. Is your wife up 
to it?” “My wife’s up to it.” I said, “If your wife is against it, don’t do it because 
you’ll drive yourself crazy. But if she’s willing to do that chessed, that’s the key, 
my friend. That is the key.” I hope this is the machnisei rachamim, this is the 
malach harachamim that Hashem sends them. (Ed. note: the couple had a baby 
after that). 

Kapparah, all brachah, all rachmanus from Hashem. If somebody gets 
sick, I tell this to him on the spot. A guy came to me last summer. He had serious 
cancer. He was a painter. He didn’t have a Jewish name either. He was feeling 
down. I said, “When you leave my house, go knock on doors and collect funds.” 
He said, “Nah. I can’t do it.” I said, “You’d rather have chemotherapy? Do you 
like radiation better? Do you like bad news better? Would you rather lay in a 
grave shortly? You prefer that rather than going collecting? Go knock on doors 
and tell them my rav told me this is an eitzah on how to give me a zechus.” He 
called me two hours later. He collected a couple hundred bucks already. I said, 
“My friend, you’re a wise man. Don’t stop. You just started to open the doors of 
rachamim for yourself. Don’t stop.”
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Now the yetzer hara is going to try to stop you. You’re going to get tired. 
People are going to say, “What? Since when do you collect money?” Say, “You 
know that I’m very sick. You know I have cancer, stage four cancer. I need a 
yeshuah.” This is the key my friend. There’s nothing like chessed. Hashem gives 
us such an opportunity to save ourselves. The biggest tzaddikim raised money 
for lomdei Torah mitoch hadechak. That was their thing. It was an insurance 
program, the best medical insurance you can possibly get. You look around with 
these doe eyes. What can I do about it? What’s the big deal?

BE PREPARED FOR HUMILIATION
I’m extremely grateful to a fellow who pushed me into this business against 

my will. Looking back, I can now see that he was my greatest benefactor. I 
had come home from Eretz Yisrael, after my first trip there, looking forward 
to enjoying the summer up in the Catskill Mountains. I hadn’t been home in 
a while. In those days, you didn’t go home every year. I hadn’t been home for 
a couple of years already. I’m relaxing a couple of days into my vacation and I 
get a letter. Kevod harav hagaon hagadol ish eshkolios middos terumios I said: 
“Oh boy. This is going to cost me. I don’t know what it is, but this is going to be 
costly.” I was a punk. I was 18 years old. Someone wrote me a whole long letter. 
He said: I hope you don’t mind. I borrowed $10,000 from so and so on your 
name. I told him that you went to America and you’re going to raise money for 
me and when you come back to Eretz Yisrael you’re going to bring the $10,000. 
Please. Basically don’t embarrass me, and don’t embarrass yourself. Bring back 
the money.

So, at first, I got a little ticked. This is ridiculous. My Rebbi had warned me 
about this guy. He said, “There’s a certain Yid that’s going to come and ask you 
almost every week to come to his house. My eitzah to you would be to avoid him 
because he’s going to try to get his claws into you.” I said, “Rebbi, how do you 
know?” He said, “I know this Yid from youth, and he has eagle eyes. He knows 
how to chap people who he thinks will be a ticket to his parnasah.” He said, “You 
can help him, but he’s trying to get you in a situation where you can’t say no. 
Don’t be meshubad to him.” So I never ate by him, and now he sent me this letter. 
Before I left Eretz Yisrael he was trying to chap me, but every time he tried to 
chap me, I was busy with something, and he couldn’t get ahold of me. So I asked 
my father what to do. My father said, “You’re not mechuyav to do anything, but 
if you want, it’s a nice thing.”

So after hemming and hawing for a few days, I decided, okay. Motzei 
Shabbos, we’re going to go collecting. I was thinking, “Should I start in my 
bungalow colony or another one?” I decided I’m not starting in my bungalow. 
I was too embarrassed. A yeshivishe bachur like me who came back from Eretz 
Yisrael - I’m not being like a shnorer over here. In the mountains people knock 
on your door all day long. So I decided I’m going to go down the road where 
there was a fancy bungalow colony, a famous bungalow. The people over there 
had money. I went there. I took one or two of my brothers and a friend, and we 
walked down to the bungalow colony.

I remember the first bungalow that I came to had a very wide porch, a 
screened-in porch. On one side, there were three ladies playing a game, and on 
the other side, a guy with a beard was reading a sefer. Baruch Hashem! A guy 
who learns a sefer.  I knock on the guy’s door, a thin porch door. The guy looks 
up, and he sees me and says, “Oh no.” That was the shalom aleichem. I said, 
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“A gute vach.” He said, “You guys are worse than mosquitoes.” I said, “In what 
way?” He said, “For mosquitoes, they have spray, but for people like you there’s 
no spray.”

So I walked into the bungalow, and all the ladies started laughing at his 
funny jokes. I said, “I’m not collecting for myself. I’m here trying to raise money 
for a talmid chacham in Yerushalayim.” He said, “I don’t care where the money 
ends up. If your hand is out, you are the shnorer.” I got a little worked up at 
that point and I said to the guy, “If you’re a cheapskate and you’ve got a heart of 
stone, just tell me that: I’m a cheapskate. And I won’t bother you. Don’t make fun 
of me.” I said, “You know what? A gute vach.” I walked out of that bungalow. I 
took that door, and bamm! I slammed it and said, “Good riddance,” and walked 
away. I said, “I quit this job,” and started walking out of the bungalow colony 
and walking back up the road. I said, “Can you imagine that? That’s my shalom 
aleichem. I mean, tell me, ‘I can’t give you.’ Why do you have to mock me?” I said 
to myself and my brothers, “This has got to be a test. I never saw people treat 
others that way. How could it be the first bungalow I knocked on, and this is the 
shalom aleichem I get? Let’s go back.” My brothers said, “Are you crazy?! You’re 
a glutton for punishment here?” I said, “I’ve got to try this.”

I go to the next bungalow. It was pitch dark. I said, “Oh, this is the bungalow 
I want. No one is going to be home.” I knock on the door. I figured they went 
away for Shabbos. All of a sudden, the guy opens the door, and he goes, “Shhhhh! 
Shhhhh!” I said, “You’re making more noise with your shushing me than I am 
with my talking. I’m whispering outside your bungalow. Why are you shushing?” 
“Shhhhh!” This is ridiculous.

I think I made $1 that night. I made nothing, I’m telling you. But that was 
the beginning of my career. I saw the best and the worst of Klal Yisrael. I’ll never 
forget going to one bungalow, and the mother sees me and she says, “Ruchi, kim 
a her.” Ruchi comes over and she says, “Give the shnorer the tzedakah.” She 
gives me five pennies. She tells me, “Hold your hand out and bend down.” She 
puts the penny. And one penny fell on the floor. The mother said, “Pick it up.” I 
said, “I don’t bend down for a penny.” “Oh, what do you think you are?” I said, 
“For a penny, I don’t bend down. I don’t come for pennies.” And I said, “I want 
to tell you something, lady. If you think you’re being mechanech your kid to give 
tzedakah, you’re not. You’re being mevazeh me here with these five pennies.” 
Another guy tells me, another chassidishe guy, I’ll never forget, a heimishe guy. 
He said, “Do you have a letter?” I said, “I have a letter.” I pulled out the letter, 
but I couldn’t read it. It had a lot of roshei teivos. It was like the letter the guy 
wrote me about his problems. I started to break my teeth on it. He said ich her 
ich her. Five minutes later, when I have no teeth left, the guy puts his hand in 
his pocket. He has a whole pocketful of change. He takes out the change with two 
hands. He said, “Help yourself to a dime!” I said, “What did you say?” He said, 
“You could take a dime.” I had to control myself from hitting that guy’s hand and 
sending that change flying all over. I said, “Are you cuckoo? To take from that 
pile a dimes? Please!”

I remember one of the best kalabas panim I got - and I mean it. A Satmar 
yungerman, at a Satmar colony made up of kollel yungeleit, said to me, “You 
know you’re doing a moradige zach. A moradige zach.” He said, “Come to my 
bungalow.” He took me to his bungalow. I’ll never forget it. He gave me Saratoga 
Vichy spring water. Oh, was I excited. I’d heard about it on the radio, but I’d 
never had it. The guy gave it to me, and he gave me a piece of kugel. He told me, 
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“Mamash, what you’re doing is amazing.” I told the guy, “My friend, you don’t 
have to give me a penny. You just made me feel like a human being, finally.”

I went like this for weeks. I went for weeks. I finally made the money. I 
don’t think I had all the money, but most of the money. I remember thinking 
shrek, “When I come back to Eretz Yisrael, I’m going to go back to that guy and 
say something that I thought he didn’t do for me.” I did it myself. But I can’t tell 
you how thankful I am to him because that started my career. I’ll never forget it.

My grandfather used to raise money every month for many tzaddikim 
muflagim in Yerushalayim. When I went to Yerushalayim I met tzaddikim who 
knew him. I said, “How do you know him?” My Zeida used to send them money 
every month. He used to connect families with poor tzaddikim.

If you’re smart, you’ll do this. Save yourself from yesurim. Save yourself 
from all this suffering. But you’ve got to mutche yourself. The Satmar Rav used to 
force his chassidim to go collecting. Until today, the Satmar chassidim go around 
collecting. Fancy guys in Lincoln Continentals. Grosse Suburbans. They’re not 
collecting for themselves. People would beg the Rebbe, and say, “I’ll give you a 
check. Just tell me what number. I’ll give you a check instead of collecting. I’ll 
never collect in fifty years.” He said, “You have to go yourself. It’s a kapparah. 
I’m doing you a tovah. I’m being mechanech you to be mechaper daled misos 
beis din.”  Go collect.

Rabosai, do yourself a favor. Save your souls. Do you need kids? Here is the 
answer. Do you need a job? This is the answer. Do you need better parnasah? 
This is the answer. Do you need kapparah from your aveiros? Trust me, this is 
the best way. Cash in. Chap arein. Be matzliach. 
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In Summary

In Rav Chaim Volozhin’s sefer Nefesh Hachaim, Rav Itzele quotes 
his father as saying that man was created only to help others. For 
this reason, we should push ourselves to do chessed for others. It is a 
giant statement since mostly we act for our own benefit. The greatest 
chessed is carried out by the talmidei chachamim who learn Torah, 
which brings sustenance to the whole world, yet take the smallest 
amount of sustenance from the world for themselves. The fact that a 
ben Torah learns Torah mitoch dochak is what sustains the world, and 
it is considered apikorsus if anyone says, “What benefit do I have from 
that Torah learner?” Another tremendous facet about chessed is if we 
want to have a kapparah for an aveirah, the answer is to run after doing 
regular chessed. Chazal say, the best kaparah is gemilus chasadim - 
doing chessed. Every one of us should run after chessed opportunities 
until people know we are the person to go to for chessed. The mitzvah 
and humiliation gained by doing chessed is a kapparah, and it can 
replace the kaparah of any deserved yessurim. It’s so worthwhile - and 
often easy - to cook up some chessed opportunities to gain a zechus and 
become spiritually cleansed through them. There is a gate in everyone’s 
heart called the sha’ar harachamim. When we do chessed the gate 
opens, and Hashem can send us rachamim from the Shamayim. Abaye 
and Rabbah, who were descendants of Eli Hakohen, both lived beyond 
the age of 20, only in the merit of their Torah and chessed. Abaye was 
also involved with chessed and lived 20 years longer than Rabbah who 
learned only Torah. Such is the protective power of doing chessed. And 
we get mitzvos too! Opportunities that arise to do chessed and give 
tzedakah are gifts from Hashem to - perhaps to ward off deserved din 
from sin and - gain rachamim. When opportunities to have rachamim 
on someone suddenly open up, we should ask ourselves if possibly there 
is a din in Shamayim and we are being given the perfect opportunity 
to gain some rachamim for ourselves. Collecting for needy people and 
doing hachnasas orchim for people are two ways to do real chessed 
and gain real brachos in our lives. The people who ask for donations, 
and who need chessed, are the “machnisei rachamim,” the malachim 
who bring rachamim into our lives. This week, I will (bli neder) try and 
grab opportunities for chessed, be it learning Torah, collecting funds by 
knocking on doors, making phone calls or writing letters for a needy 
person or organization - there are always opportunities for chessed if we 
open our eyes. In this merit, may Hashem bentch us with  parnassah, 
kapparah, children and anything else we might need.
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