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QARSHAS MISHPAT[M

C¢)
HARAV YISROEL BROG, SHLITA | ROSH HAYESHIVA, YESHIVAS TIFERES AVIGDOR
SHIUR PRESENTED IN 5771

THE ROOT OF INTERPERSONAL ISSUES

This parshah tells us about conflicts among people: damaging others, getting
damaged, children starting up with their parents, beating up their parents, and
cursing parents. It discusses stealing, and other ‘gutte zachen.’ Basically, it's
about suffering at the hands of one’s fellow man. It comes in all shapes and
forms. It's amazing how the Torah covers the entire social gamut, parents to kids,
kids to parents, friends upon friends, friends on enemies. The Torah talks about
all cases. It talks about two guys fighting with each other. They’re punching each
other out, and they hit a pregnant lady. You have to realize that that’s not an
accident. Hashem came up with that idea. Hashem created an idea of one person
damaging another. Do you know that? It wasn’t some genius’s idea who thought,
“I'm angry at the guy, so I'm going to punch him in the face.”

The Chafetz Chaim, in his Sefer Shem Olam (in Sha’ar Shmiras Shabbos)
sheds tremendous light on this subject.! He says every type of tza’ar that happens
to a person, from someone who mocks him, who belittles him, makes mincemeat
out of him - it’s pmwn |n 75n. Hashem is directing that scene. It’s not some movie
director, some play director. It’s Hakadosh Baruch Hu bichvodo ub’atzmo. That’s
the first lesson to mankind.
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SIN IS THE CAUSE OF TROUBLES

The second lesson to mankind is, that it comes to a person because of his
sins, rmnuy v. It is just that Hakadosh Baruch Hu orchestrates to deliver the blow
through someone else (who is also not a big tzaddik.) Hashem gets a Yid who's
short on zechusim and he’s got many sins and he’s chosen to treat others without
respect. Hashem says, “You know what? I need this guy to do a delivery from Me.
Special delivery. I need him to give someone some public embarrassment. So you
know what? Go ahead.” And this guy sees an opportunity. Hashem puts this guy in
the right place at the right time, and then the guy ‘steps up to the plate’ to deliver
the goods. Chazal say on the passuk 1227 nx nawnl, it says you're supposed to
know Hashem, and if you know Hashem, you're then supposed to take it to your
heart. You know what the Chafetz Chaim (ibid) says? A very difficult statement
to handle. \nix n'o7nnn on NNV, your sins are the ones that make mincemeat
out of you, that belittle you. That’s what really happens.

IT IS REALLY ALL HASHEM

Then the Chafetz Chaim says thatsimilarly,if somebody hits you intentionally
-not by accident - it’s also n?vn"n nnawn just that Hashem orchestrated it through
His sheluchim. He says the ra’ayah to this is from this week’s parshah. It says i
n'wix |21 (Shemos 21:18),when two people are fighting, and one man hits his
friend, he’s got to pay for the damage. He’s got to pay for assaulting him. He pays
nezek, tza’ar, ripoy, sheves, boshes. The pasuk says X971 911 - he has to pay for the
guy’s medical bills (ibid, v. 19). The Chazal (Bava Kamma 85a) learn from here
that you're allowed to go to a doctor. Is that a chiddush?! The gemara says, no, it
is a big chiddush that a person is allowed to go to a doctor! What’s the chiddush?
Because you might say that since Hashem is the One who punched you in the
nose, Hashem is the One who now has to heal you, too. So you might think that
you cannot go to a doctor to heal you, because Hashem is the One who punched
you in the nose. Comes the pasuk of k91" k91 to teach you otherwise.?

Now the Chafetz Chaim points out that the passuk is talking about when
Reuven punched Shimon in the nose. Why doesn’t it say that Hashem punched
him in the nose? The answer is, that it’s really Hashem punching you in the nose.
There is no difference whatsoever.

DOVID HAMELECH UNDERSTOOD IT WAS FROM HASHEM

One of the most famous cases in history of someone of great stature getting
belittled, derided, put down, and humiliated is, of course, Dovid Hamelech.
Dovid Hamelech was cursed by a former rebbi of his; this person stoned him,
threw clods of dirt on him, called him a boatload of nasty things that were not
just names. He called him a murderer. He called him an adulterer. He called him
names that you don’t call people. And Dovid’s men who were with him decided:
let us put this man out of his misery. This man, Shimi ben Geira, spoke too much.
So they asked Dovid Hamelech if they have permission to remove the ‘pimple’
on his shoulders. A Chinese balloon on his shoulders. And you know what Dovid
Hamelech answered? “No.” Why not? He said, 777 17 1~ 'n, “Hashem sent him to
curse” (II Shmuel, 16:10). Hashem sent him to curse?! What?! Was he wearing
one of those phones in the ear with one of those little attachments to let him
hear that Hashem said, “Shimi, go ahead and give him a curse”? 777 17 1~ 'n. But
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to Dovid Hamelech, it was the exact same thing. And that's what bothered him
from that episode, much worse than the person cursing him. He wasn’t smiling at
this. But he said, “Hashem told him.” He was mekabel tochachah.

Now, when we experience such negativity from individuals in our lives, most
of the time, if we’re a shtickel gavra, we become extremely irritated, and upset.

AN UNUSUAL SHLICHUS IN THE MIDDLE OF SHEMONEH ESREI

I was once in a shul. A guy came in and happened to be a guy who loved
Arafat. They have a group of these people called, ‘the Arafat lovers.’ Have you ever
heard of them? They’re frumme Yidden. They're like Neturei Karta on steroids.
They’re wound up as tight as you can get. They believe that their president
is Arafat. They like - what’s the guy’s name? Abbas. They follow Abbas to the
end! [ am not kidding. Abu Mazen is his Arab name. They proclaim allegiance to
him. They tell him, “You're our prime minister. We don’t recognize anyone else.”
They go and offer him ‘mishloach manos.” I'm very serious about this. They’'ve
demonstrated in front of the UN against Israel, together with a bunch of these
Arabs. They dressed up to the nines in long coats, beaver hiten, long peyos, and
beards. They’re serious.

So this type of guy walked into a shul over here in town. And somebody else
saw him, and that guy was ticked off big time. So what did he do? He waited until
the guy was in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei. Then, he walked over to him, picked
up his foot, and gave the guy such a kick nTvi ny 75 192. And he told him what kind
of rasha he was, outloud, an anti-Semite. He told him, “Get out of the shul!” The guy
was mamish nuts! I agree with him, but he definitely should see a big psychiatrist
who’s going to give him strong meds - because the way he felt about that fellow
didn’t permit him to go ahead and do what he did! But it wasn’t that guy doing it. I
told the guy who did it, “Big mistake. Because your foot is toast now. Hashem has
to pay you back. You picked up your foot against another Jew. It's going to come
back to haunt you. That was a mistake. I understand you're angry. I understand
you're ticked. I can relate to you, but what you did was unacceptable. However,
you should know you were a shaliach of Hashem. Hashem wanted that guy to get
a kick befarhesia.” That was Hashem arranging it. Everything that happens to a
person is from Hashem, and it comes to you for your sins.

TO AVOID TZAROS, LISTEN TO HASHEM’S MESSAGE

I'm going to give you a little warning now, so that you yourself don’t get
whacked. You know, there was a group of black “geniuses” in Flatbush for a while.
They preceded BLM. They were called BGM, “black genius mammals,” and they
came up with this major ‘chiddush. They would walk down the street, and they
would pass either a white, old lady or white, old man. If he had a yarmulke it's
better. If he was playing with his phone it's nach beser. They would walk past
the person. And then they would turn around, pick up their fist - it’s called the
knockout game - and they would attempt to hit the guy with all their might, so
hard, to knock him out with one punch! If they did that, that was hatzlachah. If
not, they were disappointed. It's a crazy thing! Where did you have this? The
last time we had such things was in Nazi Germany. They’d stop people in the
middle of the street and do such crazy things. But this is in Flatbush! So this
Jewish government figure came out, this assemblyman came out, and this other
guy in the Senate came out, and they ranted and they raved in the street, “Anti-
Semitism!”
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You know, it’s Hashem, my friend. All Hashem. And Hashem knew who
exactly needed to get what. And everyone who heard about those stories, Hashem
was giving a message to them: “You better do teshuvah so that you're not next.”
Hashem doesn’tlet other people know or give people a warning if it’s not relevant
to them. It says (in the Rambam’s Mishneh Torah): i |2 Dx K78 'way 'K, there
is no punishment unless there’s a warning. I would imagine and think about the
suffering people went through from such episodes. People were put in hospitals
for weeks, they suffered for months. The trauma they suffered was unbelievable.

There’s a man who called me up this morning and told me his young son
was going to school in Flatbush on Avenue P and a car ran him over. Then they
went to get the videos from all the houses around to see what happened exactly.
It turns out it was another Yid. [ said, “What happened to your son?” He said, “My
son walked out without a scratch. Just took a nice knock and got bruised. But
he doesn’t want to leave the house. He’s afraid he’s going to get hit by a car” It’s
scary. The kid is afraid.

TZAROS REVEAL AN OPPORTUNITY FOR TESHUVAH

The Chafetz Chaim says (ibid) that Hashem does this because people are
responsible for their actions, and they need kapparah. One of the best and most
powerful atonements that Hashem has for human beings is for them to get
embarrassed by another person. When a person will sit down and think, he’ll pay
some attention and do teshuvah.

Here’s a man who called me up and told me that he had an accident. He
went into his children’s room and he tripped over some toy or something and he
busted open his head. He needed stitches. It took him a few weeks to recuperate.
He recuperated. He fell again, and this time, he opened up his head even more. He
was furious! The guy was cooking! Now between me and you, who do you think
he was cooking at? Hashem? The kids? His wife? His wife. He was furious at his
wife! Somebody told him to call me up. He called me up and said, “Rabbi, why did
this happen?” I said, “I'll tell you why. I can tell you, without knowing you, that
you're a man who picked up his fists against others.” “No, I never did that.” I said,
“You're not allowed to lie on the phone also. You can’t lie face to face. You can’t lie
in court. You can’t lie on the phone either. You're lying to me right now.” He said
to me, “What do you mean? Who did I raise my hands to?” “You live by yourself?
What are you asking me questions for?” I said, “Did you ever lay a hand on your
wife before this incident?” “It’s my wife.” I said, “Excuse me?” This guy came
from one of these countries where wife beating wasn’t totally unacceptable. It
was considered to be appropriate under the right circumstances. (Arabs love to
smack their wives around. It's amazing). So I told the guy, “You laid your hands
on your wife? Now Hashem is evening the score. Now you busted your head open
once. It happened in your kids’ room. And you blamed your wife for that?! You
were to blame, not your wife. You were in the hospital for four weeks. You came
out, and again, bam! You know why? Because you didn’t learn your lesson. Now,
[ guarantee it, the next time you're going to lose your head because you're not
using your head. So your brain is going to get pierced and all the lokshen in your
brain is going to fall out.” I said, “Do you know what lokshen is?” I said, “Noodles.”
If you ever open a guy’s brain, you're going to find noodles.

But that’s what happens. You have to get this into your mind clearly.
Things don’t happen by accident. You don’t get robbed by accident. You don’t get
attacked by accident. You don’t get assaulted by accident. Here’s a guy, a madman
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- they called him a madman - in shul. He pushes people. You think the guy is a
meshugene. He is. But Hashem uses that meshugene to do His work for him. He’s
Hashem's gabbai.

One of the saddest things is that sometimes you have people in the shul who
don’t know how to behave, and they abuse some kids. And that’s something that
riles and boils everybody’s blood. It boils everybody’s blood. They want to kill the
guy. But you have to ask yourself, “Why did Hashem pick this kid?”

I once had two fellows walk into my house. They were Israelis living in
America. One of them came to talk to me, and he brought the other fellow with
him, who I think was his cousin. I noticed the cousin was a little strange. He
looked a little like he should be wearing a skirt. He was talking, “Oh rabbi, heh
heh heh.” There was a kind of funny way about him. He was acting strange. It was
bothering me. I couldn’t get my focus off of this guy. The other guy came to talk to
me. [ said, “Do you mind if I speak to your cousin privately for a couple minutes?”
He said, “Not at all, sure.” I said, “Go outside. [ want to talk to him privately.” I
asked the guy, “Are you trying to figure out if you're a man or a lady?” He said, “No,
I'm a little mixed up.” He didn’t say mixed up. He told me he’s normal, you know
what [ mean? I said, “Why do you behave that way? Do you think that that’s the
way Hashem intended for you?” And he said to me, “This is how [ am.” [ said, “Tell
me the story of your life.” He told me an amazing story. It took a while until I got
it out of him. He told me he had an uncle. His uncle was a painter, and his uncle
hired him to work for him in the summer. And the uncle abused him. He told his
mother. The mother went to the police, and the uncle was put away for five years.
He told me the uncle actually died in prison. Maybe somebody else over there
‘took care of him. Hashem has a lot of shluchim. So I asked the guy, “If anything,
why do you behave like you behave? You should run away from such behavior. Did
you ever think about why it happened to a nice boy like you? Why would Hashem
choose you? Of all the boys, you were the one who was chosen. For what reason?”
He said, “I don’t know.” I said, “And then to emulate that behavior? I would run
away. If I had had that experience and some other man came near me, I'd become
a shochet, and I would shecht that guy. But you go and you choose that pattern of
life?! It doesn’t sit with me. Did you ever wonder about that?” He said, “No.” [ said,
“I'm going to reveal something to you that in a previous lifetime you did this to
other kids. So you came back to this world, and Hashem said, ‘I'm going to show
you what it’s like.” And you had it done to you. But you never learned your lesson.
You know what you did? Now, it came out of you. It was latent. It was inside of
you. Now it was brought out and now you're doing this behavior, which just goes
against all rationale, all logic.” I told the guy, “Get help. Do teshuvah. Don’t ever
put your hand on another human being that you’re not supposed to, and Hashem
should help you straighten your life out.”

HASHEM’S CHESSED: INFORMING US OF WHAT WE NEED TO FIX

There are no accidents. The Chafetz Chaim says that when a person
understands this matter well, he grasps that Hashem is really doing him a very
big tovah. When you realize that these things happen to make you aware of what
you need to correct in this world and bring you a kaparah, that will help you
not seek vengeance from people, and not seek revenge, or bear grudges, or hate
people. The Chafetz Chaim says, you should look at a person who wrongs you like
somebody who saw you full of mud laying in the street, and he picked you up and
he brought you home. He took a pot full of hot water with soap and he started
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to wash you down. Your body has filth on it, dirt on it, boils on it, and the water
is burning your boils. It's burning you. It’s painful. But you don’t have anything
against him. because you realize the guy is doing you a favor.

The Chafetz Chaim ends by saying: My brothers, see what it says the medrash
(Bereishis Rabbah 91:10).3 It says that Yaakov Avinu once said to his children,
“Why did you do bad to me? Why did you tell the man in Mitzrayim that you had
another brother? Why couldn’t you keep your mouths shut?” That’s what people
say today, you know what [ mean?

I can picture it: If the police would come knocking on my door, “Hello, what
happened?” “Oh, Rabbi, we heard you're running a secret nefarious ring out of this
home and we would like you to stand up and turn around. You're under arrest.”
And [ would say, “What? What are you talking about?” The first thing  would do is
think of my long list of friends who are lawyers. Who would I call first? I would tell
them to go down and find out what’s all this about. Get to the bottom of this. The
guy would come back to me and say, “Oh, a couple of your talmidim took a walk to
the police station and they said, ‘Where are you boys from?’ ‘You know, from that
school up the street” ‘Which one?’ ‘The one on the corner’ ‘Oh, that one. What's
going on down there?” ‘Oh, that rabbi! He’s running a lot of nefarious things out
of his house. He’s a major player, major operator. That guy is..” They say, ‘Really?
Anything illegal?” ‘We don’t know. That rabbi is into a lot of things.” And I would
meet these boys and say to them, “Boys, what’s your problem? Couldn’t you keep
your big mouths shut? Why did you have to open it and say something stupid?”
“Oh, we didn’t mean anything, Rebbi. We didn’t mean to say that about you. We
were saying good things about you. They misinterpreted it. They missed this. The
missed that.” I could see it happening very klar. And they would say, “That rabbi
is not afraid of the police. He’s not afraid of this. He’s not afraid of that. He has
police...” “Does he have weapons?” “Oh, he’s very weaponized. Lots of weapons in
his house. Bitachon. Emunah.” “The real things?” “The real things.”

And Hashem got upset at Yaakov Avinu and said, “How dare you say that
your kids opened their mouths and got you in trouble?” apy' 1nxn nn%, “Why
would Yaakov say that? ‘hn 1T nnoa, “does he not know that everything that
happens in this world is from Hashem?” (Yeshaya 40:27). The Chafetz Chaim
says, even Yaakov Avinu should have thought that Hashem orchestrated this and
T2y 207 XN TavT nn 7. As difficult as this bitter pill is to swallow realize it is
Hashem doing it and don’t hang the evil on that person.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us hear this. Get the message. Do teshuvah
before Hashem sends you the message. Next time you daven Shemoneh Esrei go
through different things and do teshuvah. Think - did you ever do anything to
anybody? Correct it. And then Hashem won’t have to send you messages in any
shape or form because you'll have done teshuvah and extricated yourself from the
situation before it comes knocking on your door.
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SHABBOS: THE POINT OF ULTIMATE KESHER

DAAS MEANS ATTACHMENT

The Maharal in Mesechta Shabbos (118b) writes ny17 717 w' - a person has to
acquire the following piece of information, which has to be on the madreigah of
daas.' Daas doesn’'t mean “everything I know.” Daas means something which [ am
totally “attached to.” The Torah writes that daas denotes, a chibbur, a connection.
We have to know that’s what daas means. We say to Hakadosh Baruch Hu in
davening, nyT DTX7 1IN NNK, “You grant a person knowledge.” What does that mean?
There’s lots of information, a lot of things are running through our minds every
moment, but it doesn’t mean that we have daas. When it says ni'n nyTi, “and you
shall know today,” it means emunah. Very few people have emunah. My zeide (R’
Avigdor Miller) used to always say that many people live in “La La Land,” where
they’'re under the impression that they have emunah. Why? Because they heard that
Hashem created the world. And they think, “I heard that already. No need to repeat
the same information.” Oh, no! Even if I heard that already, then I'll chazer it over
noch amohl. I remember as a young child hearing my zeide repeat the same things
over and over and over, it would drive me crazy. So one time [ went to him and I said,
“Zeide, you're driving me crazy.” He said, “I'm driving a lot of people crazy, not only
you.” I said, “What is the purpose of repeating these things?” He said the purpose is
to have you acquire daas. There is no question about it, the things I heard from him
tens and tens of times are ingrained in my psyche. Making a brachah, for example. I
lived in the same house with my zeide, he ingrained in us making a brachah. When 1
came to his house and he gave me a cup of orange juice or apple juice - ah, you never
made a quick brachah in his house! I learned what yiras Shomayim was, | knew what
the daas of Hashem was, because of his attachment to Hashem, that was ingrained
into him.

So daas means when something becomes ingrained into you, not just when
you “know” information. How do you know if you have emunah? I'll tell you how
you know. When a person goes, “Oh, I know that Hashem creates the world, but
now it’s time to go to work.” And as soon as he goes into a work mode, he forgets
about Hashem. That’s what happens. But I thought you believed in Hashem?! You
go to work like there’s no Hashem. You don’t go to work as if Hashem is providing
the work. If someone asks, “Isn’t Hashem providing you work?” “Oh, yes, yes, yes,
Hashem is providing me with the work, [ know that.” But you don’t act like that.

SHABBOS: THE POINT OF ATTACHMENT

The Maharal tells us you have to have daas. If I ask you for time now, and you
say it's 7:26pm, do | need daas for that? No. This is not daas. If I go by a store to buy
things, do I need to have daas? No. But what do you need to have daas for? What
does a person require daas for? Zogt de Maharal - 7xw'"7 W'w nipraTh X'N NAWN D
n"apn oy - the connection between us and Hashem is Shabbos. Shabbos it’s the
attachment that I, as a part of the am Yisrael, have with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. And
I could repeat it to myself a hundred times - to require daas takes years and years
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- halevai, 1 should acquire this at the end of my life, halevai! But if you don’t start
working on acquiring it from the heart, and talking about it, and thinking about it,
and acting as if Shabbos is a deveikus with klal Yisrael and Hakadosh Baruch Hu, you
won’t acquire this daas. Like it says in the passuk, writes the Maharal, 12 x'n nix »
n>121. Now, do most people act like that? No. Not even people who work. And even
those who learn Torah - which is one of the greatest ways to be davuk b’Hakodosh
Baruch Hu - very few of them get any deveikus to Hashem, even those who really enjoy
learning! They are satisfied because they’re finishing Mesechtos, some people enjoy if
they’re on a higher madreigah maybe because they’re acquiring mitzvos, and maybe
they enjoy learning because they feel they are accomplishing something, it’s better
than reading the newspaper, I’havdil. But to feel deveikus with Hashem while they are
learning? That they don’t have. My zeide always used to say that the yeshivos, they
teach you Torah, Torah, Torah, and you have to learn Torah, Torah, Torah. But then
you have to know that that’s only half of the story - it’s called Toras Hashem, that’s
what you have to know.

Now, you have to know, says the Maharal, that the umos ha’olam are totally
removed from Shabbos. It says a goy who’s shomer Shabbos is chayev misah. Now that’s
a very strong thing to say. Most people don’t realize it - a goy could do lots of mitzvos,
but a goy who is shomer Shabbos is chayev misah? What did he do wrong? Let’s say a
goy comes and says, “I acknowledge there is a Hashem in the world.” Now you may
ask: doesn’t Hashem want all the goyim in the world to know that there is Hashem?”
Of course, Hashem wants everybody to know there’s Hashem! Even somebody in the
jungle. So here’s somebody who says, “I'm going to keep the seventh day, I'm going to
remember Hashem and His creation on this day.” So I would think it is a wonderful
thing to do, a wonderful undertaking! But the answer is no. He cannot be shomer
Shabbos. If he does, he’s chayev misah. Do you know why? The Maharal explains why.
He says: naw 7w 7121 2arn nniT 'Kk D - there’s no comparison, no similarity, between
the attachment of Shabbos to the attachment in any other fashion, n"apn ny w7 vy
naw T¥n. He says: nxan T¥n x'n nawn ' - Shabbos is the whole essence of creation.
You have to know the whole kesher between the briyeh and Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the
only thing that attaches those two things together, is Shabbos.

HOW TO TELL IF YOU HAD A GOOD SHABBOS

The Ramak says the word naw stands for the following: w stands for the word
nay, the 2 stands for the n1ow, and the n stands for nannn - “you should attach
yourself” Now, | remember the first time many years ago, I was davening and I started
to think, or once I woke up and I started to think what I was davening. | remember
thinking about a very modneh zach. We start off in the Maariv of Shabbos and we say
nawN o' DX NYTR ANX - You sanctified this day, ynw7 'wawn or, the seventh day for
Your name. What does y1nw'? mean? For Your name. What does “for Your name” mean?
That means you sanctified it for me to know your hanhagos. The nw of 'n refers to the
conduct of Hashem - to know how Hashem runs the world when He conducts Himself
in the world. That is what Shabbos is. And then it says: yaxi v nwyn n'7n - this
was the purpose of making that yaxi pmw. And I remember going around to people
asking them what these words meant. I once asked a Rav, “Could you tell me what
does that mean - yax1 n'w n*7on, what does n'7on mean?” I thought the n'7>n was
N'YURY K7W 7R 72w N'wR) KI7aw i 722w, He said it's a good question, but he
didn’t give an answer. And that’s because people are not familiar with this idea, they
have no daas about what is the purpose that we came to this world for. I've told you
over numerous times that the sole purpose we came to this world is to create a kesher
and a relationship with Hashem. And Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave klal Yisroel Shabbos
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for that purpose. And that’s why Shabbos is the n'7on of yaxi pmw. You have to know
that’s the purpose of Shabbos. So here’s a person who goes through Shabbos and he
rests on Shabbos. The only measuring stick you have to ask yourself after Shabbos:
“Do you know if you had a good Shabbos?” I am not asking you if the herring was
good, or if the cholent was good, or if the fish was good. The way you know if you
had a good Shabbos is to answer the following question - was I able to relate to
Hashem on Shabbos?

SHABBOS IS THE RETURN TO YOUR ESSENCE

Now, you have to know that that’s the pshat. There’s a sefer called K’sav
V’kabalah (Shemos 20:10) written by R’ Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg (1785-1865),
where he writes that the name Shabbos comes from the word ‘to return’ - aiun.?
(This is also stated in Arizal and in many previous sefarim). Shabbos is when a yid
returns to his techunos hanefesh, to his essence. What is his essence? What is the
unique essence of a Jew? And what is the fundamental difference between a Jews
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and umos ha’olam? And most Jews don’t know this either. This is also one of the
greatest principles of yahadus, rabbosai. Many people go to work. When was the last
time you looked at a goy and asked yourself, “What is the difference between me and
that goy? What is the difference?” Then you look at a fryer yid, and you think they're
all the same. You have to know there is one big difference - and this difference is
fundamental. And that is that the goy has no 7vnn j17x 77n. A yid has within him a
chelek of Hakodosh Boruch Hu! Hashem imbued me with a chelek of Himself so that
[ have an ability to relate to Him in a way that no goy could ever relate to Him. [ don’t
care how religious the goy is, I don’t care what his name is. I don’t care where he
lives, what mountain he lives on and what functions he does and what taaneisim he
does. Don’t get me wrong: he may do a lot of wonderful things, he can even daven
to Hashem. But to have a chibbur to Hashem? That he doesn’t have. Now the K’sav
V’kabalah says that during the weekday, the nwynn m' nwy, it’s very difficult for a
person because he’s involved in inyanei olam hazeh, so it’s very difficult to get that
connection. And the only purpose of Shabbos is for a person to ask himself, “Am I
relating to Hakodosh Boruch Hu?”

SHABBOSDIK SHMOOZING

And that’s why everything you do on Shabbos has to be done with this question
in mind. Let’s say you're shmoozing with somebody on Shabbos. Ask yourself: “Is
this shmoozing going to take away from my relationship with Hakodosh Boruch
Hu?” That's how my zeide measured everything. My zeide once told me why he
doesn’t have long conversations with anybody. Actually he didn’t tell me, he told
my brother-in-law. My brother-in-law asked him, “How come you don’t have
long conversations with anybody? Other gedolim spend more time than you with
people?” He said, “That’s the answer - they are gedolim and I'm not.” “What does
that mean,” my brother-in-law asked my zeide. My zeide explained, “Those gedolim
have the ability to focus on Hashem and not be masiach daas, not lose their focus,
from Hashem even when they talk to other people. By me, after a short while, I start
to forget about Hashem, so therefore I keep my conversations short.” I know my
zeide had an avodah all his life, that every time he looked at a person, he trained
himself to look at a person and say tzelem Elokim. He looked beyond the person.
He stared at your face and he would look into your eyes, and he would think, “I am
seeing tzelem Elokim.” And he would try to focus and say, “I'm seeing tzelem Elokim,
I'm seeing Hakodosh Boruch Hu, this is a reflection of Hashem.” He didn’t look at
your nose, he didn’t look what type of glasses you had, you’re a cool guy, you’re not a
cool guy, you're getting old, you're getting young. He always looked at this nekudah.
And that’s what a person has to understand, this is what Shabbos is.

HOW TO RELATE TO THE KING

Now, you have to realize that the key of being mechaber to Hakodosh Boruch
Hu is also all week long, but Shabbos is that special day when you intently focus on
this relationship, that’s what Shabbos is. So that’s why you have to ask yourself the
following question. Let’s say, I’'mashal, a fellow wants to go to talk to the king. Let’s
say an adam pashut me’od wants to go talk to a very important king. He goes and
he starts to do research to find out how he could have shayches to this king. Then
he’s told that he’ll never get to this king, because he has no shayches to him. He’s
told, “You're not interested in what he’s interested in, he’s not into sports. He has
bigger things on his mind. And you don’t have shayches to these kinds of things that
the king is involved in. But you should know there are certain times that the melech
leaves his palace and he mingles with the am. And sometimes the melech opens up
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his palace and he lets some of the people come in. That’s the only time you could
create a shayches. Maybe. If you bump into him when he’s outside and he comes
down to the am in those times or he let’s the am into his palace for a short while,
where he talks to them, he tries to lower himself to their level, then, you maybe can
get a shayches to the king.”

We must realize that the same lesson applies to Hakodosh Boruch Hu as well.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is '2107 02217 X71 D>'niawnn 'miawnn X7 - niaa 7vn niaa, whatever
you think your machshavos are, whatever kind of malach you think you are, Hashem
says '>17 D2'DIT K71 D>'Niawnn 'niawnn K7, But Hashem says, “You know what? There
are certain times that I make Myself available for this - there is Shabbos, there’s
Yom Tov.” The chiluk is that on Yom Tov, Hashem comes to us, Hashem comes to
the world, He comes to our home, that's why we do ochel nefesh on Yom Tov. On
Shabbos, however, we go to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. On Shabbos, the world is elevated
to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. And that’s why there is no ochel nefesh on Shabbos - we can’t
cook food on Shabbos - there is nothing on Shabbos. You are living on the madreiga
of: 1T X7 mina |n7wn; you are living off the Shulchan of the Melech (Arachin 24b).
And therefore a person has to know this is his chance to get a shayches to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. And Hakodosh Boruch Hu is mosif kedushah noraah. Hashem said: “I
made Shabbos for this very purpose, this is exactly the sole purpose of Shabbos.
This is the n'7on of yaxi 'nw nwyn - [ am giving you an opportunity "imiaow 't ninn'™
N 7v 2vnnY, to delight from My presence, this is xan o7y |'vn even though the nipn
ntn |Tvn.” (Even though the great, the ultimate tachlis is only in Olam Habah, like
the Ramchal says). But Hashem says in Olam Hazeh I give you this opportunity, this
amazing chance to connect to me, once a week.

So Rabbosai, let’s not be foolish, and especially in the month of Elul which we
spoke about this week greatly, the zman harachamim, it's a dargeh of chesed like
the Gaon says, and the hiskarvus is a geder of '7 1T *T1I7T7 1K, but it starts with
PERRAR, it starts with me coming to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. Me stressing to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, “I want to have a relationship with you.” So Rabbosi, let us chap arein on
this Shabbos.3

LET’S NOT SQUANDER THE OPPORTUNITY

We're going to conclude with an Alshich.# The Alshich Hakodosh says in the
beginning of Parshas Vayakhel, v'x7 7y w'x 75 nwiTp yow 'n' Xin NYwnw nawn nia
w'NI - Hashem sends a shefah of kedushah, |5 1 '7v1 - and through this, DTN paThn x¥m
1117 7x. He says |2 7v1, what is the result of this? 11x¥n1 - we come, the result is, pwpnn
NIMI¥NNN 0'TI9)1 ‘Nt 1A - we attach ourselves to Hashem and become separated from
all the other outer things that restrict our relationship with Hakodosh Boruch Hu.

So Rabbosi, let us make this Shabbos, the first Shabbos in Chodesh Elul, a
Shabbos which each one of us could look at the end of Shabbos and say when he

3 This shmooze was given on 3 Elul 5771.

TN'ON DIpAN P IM7IT? DY7 2"RWn NITARD DIZRn NN N1DWN '91d NNNN M2 NIwol D nn'? pnx 4
1Y) WNIWD U'NRI W'KYT 7R WK 7D NWITR YOY 'M' KIN N7WUNY NQWN DI 71 787 AT 12T 101 NI
NTIONN 'M72 IN1DY '91D DINNN NN 172V NN D IR 78 DTN 72T Xx¥nd 2"'VI N1 '91) NN WK
11'NINWI DI 7R DTNRNN NAYA DI NN VI NMIXNNN D791 'N' 12 DNYRNN 1'¥N1 2"'V1INIR'YAN
D71V 7R TN RIN Q"N 7R 12 02T IR WK NIYAN 7R TR KID NN RN 12110X) 27 TN DEnanni
D KINENDRAN NI YRR R WUTRA 710K 7102 UT7 27 D 01017 D1 DY N 0w WK TN
3"VI WITRI 7IMan [I'72un D71V 'vn ANRYNI YT NON'NN NOX7AN I'7X D 71NN 071V ['vn KIN NOXR7NN
12 NYIVA NMMNY INT 'RE7IN2 (17250 UTEN 20VNnd KN NOKR7A DYV DTRA |I'72V0 071NN DY ol NIl

J121,N7'7N Y KN D

11 proown 7R NNy



says havdalah, “Hakodosh Boruch Hu You were n'ny? 7w 'a 71an.” And you could
look back at this Shabbos and say, “Yes Hakodosh Boruch Hu, I exercised, I tried to
make myself into a keili.”

THINK DURING YOUR SEUDOS, YOUR LEARNING

So how does a person make themselves a keili? Don’t do anything crazy, don’t
do anything weird, be normal, but behave in a way with an awareness that I want to
become a keili. So when you eat a seudah tonight, maintain your awareness at the
seudah that it’s a seudah of Shabbos. And you want that the seudah should not take
you away from Hakodosh Boruch Hu but should make you a keili to bring you to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. If you're talking in learning with somebody, if you're sitting
and learning, learn a little more, sleep a little less, all your sleep you need you’ll
chap arein motzoei Shabbos. As soon as Shabbos is over you go to sleep, you'll sleep
like a rock. But on Shabbos spend an extra few minutes learning, make a cheshbon
of your time, keep a cheshbon of your time. Rabbosi the Elul is starting, if you have
to take a nap, make a cheshbon how much time do you really need to sleep. My zeide
told me that for seven years he didn’t eat cholent in Slabodka. Do you know why?
Because he wanted to learn the entire Shabbos, and if he ate cholent it made him
tired. So what did he do? He would eat two hard boiled eggs from the cholent. That
was his hot food he ate on Shabbos morning. Look what an accomplishment that is,
what kind of aliyah that is, of shteiging that is! We are not holding at that madreigah,
of course, but don’t load yourself up on cholent if you know that cholent is going to
kill you, knock you out for an afternoon! Make a cheshbon, keep moving on Shabbos,
don’t waste your time, tomorrow is a wonderful long day, we still have long days of
Shabbos before we get to the short Shabbosos of the winter and you have a lot less
time to learn. Let us chap arein this last few Shabbosos of the shanah, of the year,
and let us put ourselves to the task, get chavrusahs, make yourself chavrusahs, make
yourself goals what you want to accomplish, learn some sefer that will make you
aware of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, make you aware of Shabbos. And you should all be
zocheh to have a wonderful and elevated Shabbos.

% IN SUMMARY &

We tend to get really upset when people - it seems - do things to
harm and annoy us. However, the Chafetz Chaim points out that the
cause behind all events is purely Hashem. Hashem uses people as His
agents to reach us and give us a message about aveiros we have done.
Therefore, when someone disturbs our peace of mind, there is an
altercation, or when an unusual event happens to us, rather than retorting
angrily, we should consider if it was a message from Hashem. We should
ask ourselves whether we need to fix our actions and do teshuvah. This
week, I will (bli neder) pay attention to the opportunities Hashem sends
that may be prompting me to make amends. During Shemoneh Esrei
(e.g., in the brachah of Hashivenu), I will try to do teshuvah in different
areas of my life.
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