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ONESH METED OUT CONTINUOUSLY
In this parshah, we encounter an episode that shook up the Jewish 

world. It shocked the olam haYahadus. It shocked it in such an amazing way 
that this breach in Klal Yisrael never became totally atoned for. Its hashpa’ah, 
its influence, was felt for all generations. The passuk says: וּבְְיוֹם פׇׇּקְַדְִי וּפָָקַַדְְתִִּי עֲֲלֵֵהֶֶם 
 But when I make an accounting, I will bring them to account for their“ ,חַַטָָּאתָָם
sins” (Shemos 32:34). Rashi says that means that on the day that I remember 
Klal Yisrael for an onesh, Hashem says, ְתָמיד  ,constantly, constantly ,תָמידְ 
 ,when I’m going to remember them and visit them for their sins ,כשאפָקַודְ עלֵיהֶם
I will ֶופָקַדְתָי עלֵיהֶם גם מעט מן הֶעון הֶזה, I will visit upon them, always, a little bit of 
this sin, the cheit ha’eigel, ָעם שאר הֶעונות, together with other sins. Rashi quotes 
the gemara in Sanhedrin that says, ֵאין פָורענותָ בְא עלֵ ישראל, there is no suffering 
that comes upon Klal Yisrael, ֵשאין בְהֶ קַצתָ מפָרעון עון הֶעגל, that doesn’t have in it 
something of the cheit ha’eigel. This was such a deep and strong breach that 
Klal Yisrael couldn’t shake this cheit for all the generations to come. In all the 
generations to come, this sin was always in the background. The onesh always 
reminded them of this sin. Every gezeirah, every onesh that comes upon Klal 
Yisrael, always has a little bit of the cheit ha’eigel in it.1

It behooves us to study and try to understand this unique cheit.2 The 
Torah tells us ֶמֹשֶֶׁה בְֹשֵֶׁשֶׁ  כִִּי  הֶָעֲָם   and the people saw that Moshe was“ ,וַיַַּרְא 
delayed in coming down from Har Sinai” (Shemos 32:1) After the Jews had 
the event of Shavuos, they heard Hashem’s voice at Har Sinai, the following 
day, Moshe Rabbeinu went upstairs to learn the Torah with Hashem for the 
next forty days and nights. At the end of the forty days, they saw Moshe was 

1 וְביוְם פָקַדְי וְגוְ'. עַָתִָּהֶ שֶָׁמִַעְָתִִּי אֵֶלֵֶיךָ מִִלְּכַַלּוֹתֵָם יַחַַדְ, וְְתֵָמִִידְ תִָּמִִידְ כְְּשֶֶׁאֶֶפְָקַֹדְ עֲָלֵֵיהֶֶם עֲָוֹנוֹתֵֵיהֶֶם וּפָָקַַדְְתִִּי עֲָלֵֵיהֶֶם מְִעַָט מִִן הֶֶעָָוֹן 
הֶַזֶֶּהֶ עִָם שְֶׁאֶָר הֶָעֲָוֹנוֹתֵ; וְְאֵֶין פִֻּרְעָָנוּתֵ בָָּאֶָהֶ עַָלֵ יִשְְׂרָאֵֶלֵ שֶֶׁאֵֶין בָָּהּ קְַצָָתֵ מִִפִִּרְעוֹן עֲָוֹן הֶָעֵָגֶלֵ )סנהֶדְרין קַ"ב(

2 וְַיַַּרְאֶ הֶָעָָם כְִּי בֹשֵֶׁשֶׁ מִֹשֶֶׁהֶ )שמִוְתֵ לֵב, אֶ(. בָָּאֶ שֵֶׁשֶׁ שֶָׁעוֹתֵ. נִתְֵכְַּנְְּסוּ אֶַרְבָָּעִָים אֶֶלֵֶף שֶֶׁעָָלֵוּ עִָם יִשְְׂרָאֵֶלֵ וּשְֶׁנֵי חַַרְטֻמֵֵּי מִִצְָרַיִם 

מִִצְָרַיִם  חַַרְטֻמֵֵּי  הֵֶם  גַם  וְַיַַּעֲָשְׂוּ  שֶֶׁכְָּתֵוּב:  כְְּמִוֹ  כְְּשֶָׁפִָים,  כְָּלֵ אֶוֹתֵָם  פִַּרְעֹהֶ  לִֵפְָנֵי  עוֹשְִׂין  שֶֶׁהֶָיוּ  וְְיוֹמְִבְָּרוּס,  יוּנוּס  וּשְֶׁמִוֹתֵָם  עִָמֵָּהֶֶם, 
בְָּלֵַהֲֶטֵיהֶֶם )שמִוְתֵ ז, יאֶ(. וְְנִקְַהֲֶלֵוּ כְֻּלָּם עַָלֵ אֶַהֲֶרֹן, שֶֶׁנְֶּאֱֶמִַר: וְַיִַּקָָּהֵֶלֵ הֶָעָָם עַָלֵ אֶַהֲֶרֹן וְַיַּאֶֹמְִרוּ וְְגוֹ‹, שֶֶׁמֵֹּשֶֶׁהֶ שֶׁוּב אֵֶינוֹ יוֹרֵדְ כְְּבָר. 
וְְאֶוֹתֵוֹ הֶַיַּוֹם יוֹם אֶַרְבָָּעִָים הֶָיָהֶ בְָּשֵֶׁשֶׁ שֶָׁעוֹתֵ בַָּיַּוֹם. אֶָמְִרוּ לֵָהֶֶם אֶַהֲֶרֹן וְְחַוּר: עַָכְַשֶָׁוְ יוֹרֵדְ מִִן הֶָהֶָר, לֵאֶֹ הִֶשְֶׁגִִּיחַוּ. וְְיֵשֶׁ אֶוֹמְִרִים: שֶֶׁעָָמִַדְ 
שְָׂטָן וְְהֶֶרְאֶָהֶ לֵָהֶֶם דְְּמִוּתֵ מִִטָָּתֵוֹ מִִן הֶָהֶָר, מִִמֵַּהֶ שֶֶּׁאֶָמְִרוּ: כְִּי זֶהֶ מִֹשֶֶׁהֶ הֶָאִֶישֶׁ. מִִיַָּדְ עָָמִַדְ חַוּר וְְגָעַָר בָָּהֶֶם. עָָמְִדְוּ עָָלֵָיוְ וְַהֲֶרָגוּהֶוּ. 
כְְּשֶֶׁרָאֶָהֶ אֶַהֲֶרֹן כְָּךְ, נִתְֵיָרֵאֶ וְְהִֶתְֵחִַילֵ מִַעֲָסִיקַָן בִָּדְְבָרִים, וְְהֵֶם אֶוֹמְִרִים לֵוֹ: קַוּם עֲָשְֵׂהֶ לֵָנוּ אֱֶלֹהִֶים. וְְהֶַכְֹּלֵ גִָּלֵוּי לִֵפְָנֵי מִִי שֶֶׁאֶָמִַר וְְהֶָיָהֶ 
הֶָעוֹלֵָם מִַהֶ הֵֶם מְִבַקְָּשִֶׁים. אֶָמִַר לֵָהֶֶם אֶַהֲֶרֹן: פִָּרְקַוּ נִזְמִֵי הֶַזֶָּהֶָב אֲֶשֶֶׁר בְָּאֶָזְנֵי נְשֵֶׁיכֶַם. אֶָמִַר אֶַהֲֶרֹן לֵָהֶֶם דְָּבָר קַָשֶֶׁהֶ, שֶֶׁהֶַנְָּשִֶׁים 
מִִתְֵעַָכְְּבוֹתֵ בָּוֹ, שֶֶׁהֵֶם רָאֶוּ כְָּלֵ הֶַנְִּסִִּים וְְהֶַגְִּבוּרוֹתֵ שֶֶׁעָָשְָׂהֶ הֶַקָָּדְוֹשֶׁ בָָּרוּךְ הֶוּאֶ בְָּמִִצְָרַיִם וּבַיַָּם וּבְסִינַי. הֶָלְֵכַוּ אֵֶצֶָלֵ הֶַנְָּשִֶׁים. עָָמְִדְוּ 
עֲָלֵֵיהֶֶם וְְאֶָמְִרוּ: חַַס וְְשֶָׁלֵוֹם שֶֶׁנְִּכְַפִֹּר בְָּהֶַקָָּדְוֹשֶׁ בָָּרוּךְ הֶוּאֶ שֶֶׁעָָשְָׂהֶ לֵָנוּ כְָּלֵ הֶַנְִּסִִּים וּגְבוּרוֹתֵ הֶָאֵֶלּוּ וְְנַעֲָשְֶׂהֶ עֲָבוֹדְָהֶ זָרָהֶ. כְֵּיוְָן שֶֶׁלּאֶֹ 
שֶָׁמְִעוּ לֵָהֶֶם, מִַהֶ כְְּתִֵיב שֶָׁם: וְַיִַּתְֵפִָּרְקַוּ כְָּלֵ הֶָעָָם אֶֶתֵ נִזְמִֵי הֶַזֶָּהֶָב. אֲֶשֶֶׁר בְָּאֶָזְנֵי נְשֵֶׁיהֶֶם לֵאֶֹ נֶאֱֶמִַר, אֶֶלָּאֶ אֲֶשֶֶׁר בְָּאֶָזְנֵיהֶֶם. אֶָמִַר 
רַבִָּי יִרְמְִיָהֶ: כְְּשֶֶׁהֵֶבִיאֶוּ הֶַנְְּזָמִִים, תִָּלֵָהֶ אֶַהֲֶרֹן עֵָינָיוְ לֵַשֶָּׁמִַיִם וְְאֶָמִַר: אֵֶלֵֶיךָ נָשְָׂאֶתִֵי אֶֶתֵ עֵָינַי הֶַיַּשְֶׁבִי בַָּשֶָּׁמִָיִם )תֵהֶלֵים קַכַג, אֶ(, אֶַתִָּהֶ 
יוֹדְֵעַָ אֶֶתֵ כְָּלֵ הֶַמֵַּחֲַשֶָׁבוֹתֵ, שֶֶׁבְָּעַָלֵ כְָּרְחִַי אֲֶנִי עוֹשְֶׂהֶ. הִֶשְֶׁלִֵיךְ לֵָאֵֶשֶׁ וּבָאֶוּ הֶַחַַרְטֻמִֵּים וְְעָָשְׂוּ בְָּחַַרְטֻמֵֵּיהֶֶם. וְְיֵשֶׁ אֶוֹמְִרִים: שֶֶׁמִֵּיכַָהֶ הֶָיָהֶ 
שֶֶׁנְִּתְֵמִַכְַמִֵךְ בַָּבִָּנְיָן, מִַהֶ שֶֶּׁהִֶצִִּילֵ מִֹשֶֶׁהֶ מִִן הֶַלְּבֵנִים. נָטַלֵ הֶַלּוּחַַ שֶֶׁכְָּתֵַב עָָלֵָיוְ מִֹשֶֶׁהֶ, עֲָלֵֵהֶ שֶׁוֹר, כְְּשֶֶׁהֶֶעֱָלֵָהֶ אֲֶרוֹנוֹ שֶֶׁלֵ יוֹסֵף. הִֶשְֶׁלִֵיכַוֹ 
הֶַשֶָּׁרֵתֵ  מִַלְֵאֲֶכֵַי  פִָּתְֵחַוּ  יִשְְׂרָאֵֶלֵ.  אֱֶלֹהֶֶיךָ  אֵֶלֶּהֶ  הִֶתְֵחִַילֵוּ אֶוֹמְִרִים:  מְִקַַרְטֵעַָ.  כְְּשֶֶׁהֶוּאֶ  גִּוֹעֶָהֶ  הֶָעֵָגֶלֵ  וְְיָצָָאֶ  הֶַנְְּזָמִִים,  בֵָּין  הֶַכְּוּר  לְֵתֵוֹךְ 
וְְאֶָמְִרוּ: שֶָׁכְַחַוּ אֵֶלֵ מִוֹשִֶׁיעָָם עֹשְֶׂהֶ גְדְֹלֵוֹתֵ בְָּמִִצְָרָיִם )תֵהֶלֵים קַוְ, כַאֶ(. מִֶהֶ עָָשְָׂהֶ אֶַהֲֶרֹן? אֶָמִַר יִדְָּחֶַהֶ הֶַדְָּבָר עַָדְ לְֵמִָחַָר, שֶֶׁנְֶּאֱֶמִַר: 
וְַיִַּקְַרָאֶ אֶַהֲֶרֹן וְַיַּאֶֹמִַר חַַג לֵַהֶ‹ מִָחַָר. וְְרוּחַַ הֶַקָֹּדְֶשֶׁ צָוֹוְַחַַתֵ, מִִהֲֶרוּ שֶָׁכְַחַוּ מִַעֲָשְָׂיוְ )תֵהֶלֵים קַוְ, יב(. אֶָמִַר הֶַקָָּדְוֹשֶׁ בָָּרוּךְ הֶוּאֶ: בָָּעוֹלֵָם 
הֶַזֶֶּהֶ, עַָלֵ יְדְֵי יֵצֶָר הֶָרָע חֲַטָאֶתֵֶם. לֵֶעָָתִֵידְ, אֲֶנִי עוֹקְַרוֹ מִִכְֶּם, שֶֶׁנְֶּאֱֶמִַר: וְַהֲֶסִרֹתִֵי אֶֶתֵ לֵֵב הֶָאֶֶבֶן מִִבְָּשְַׂרְכֶַם )יחַזקַאֶלֵ לֵוְ, כַוְ(. ]מִדְרש 

תֵנחַוְמִאֶ, כַי תֵשאֶ י״ט[
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slow in coming back. He was delayed. And when six hours of the day comes 
- the Medrash Tanchuma gives us a report אלֵף ארבְעים   forty-thousand ,נתָכנסו 
people of the erev rav came together. They were the ones ֵשעלֵו עם ישראל, that 
came out of Mitzrayim with Yisrael, and they were led by two of the famous 
chartumei Mitzrayim, two of the famous magicians of the Egyptians. Their 
names were Yunus and Yumbrus and they used to perform all of their magic 
before Pharaoh. Now they joined the Jewish nation, and ויקַהֶלֵ הֶעם עלֵ אהֶרון, they 
gathered against Aharon and they told him that Moshe is not coming back. 
And then they proceeded to produce the eigel hazahav.

YOUR PEOPLE
Rashi says the same thing on the passuk that says, ְלֵך רד,  Hashem spoke 

to Moshe go down, כי שחַתָ עמך, Hashem tells Moshe Rabeinu, “Go down because 
your people messed up” (Shemos 32:7). Rashi quotes from the medrash that 
says: Why does Hashem refer to the sinners as Moshe’s people? Rashi says, 
וגיירתָם מעצמך  שקַבְלֵתָ  רבְ   the erev rav that you, Moshe, were mekabel on ,הֶערבְ 
your own and you converted them to Yahadus, ולֵא נמלֵכתָ בְי, you didn’t ask Me. 
You didn’t seek counsel from Me as to whether you should accept them in 
Klal Yisrael. ָואמרת, you said: ְטוב, it’s best, ֶבְשכינה גרים   ,that the geirim ,שידְבְקַו 
strangers, should join the Shechinah. הֶם שחַתָו והֶשחַיתָו, they were the ones that 
messed up and caused others to mess up. The erev rav were the ones who 
brought about the eigel hazahav.3

The Vilna Gaon says that when Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu ְרד  ,לֵך 
Hashem alluded to him the words, “Go down,” that, “You caused a yeridah. 
You, Moshe, through your kiruv brought about a downfall, a humiliation.” 
The Vilna Gaon says a very interesting thing. These people are called erev rav. 
What’s the roshei teivos of erev rav? Ayin reish. What word does that spell? 
Ra. That’s what it spells. And he says that yeridah was ra for Moshe Rabbeinu. 
Now, if you take out the letters reish ayin from erev rav, you’re going to have 
reish veis veis remaining, says the Vilna Gaon. What’s the numerical value of 
reish veis veis? 204. What word is equivalent to 204? Reid, ְרד  .go down ,לֵך 
That’s what the Vilna Gaon says.

It’s a very interesting lesson. We always think that the more people 
you bring to Yiddishkeit, the better it is for Hashem. You think it’s better for 
Hashem’s popularity. You could think that it contributes to the beginning of 
 .that’s the ultimate goal. Everybody will  accept Hashem ,והֶיהֶ הֶ‹ לֵמלֵך עלֵ כלֵ הֶארץ
And it’s not always like that. This group of people joined the Am Yisrael and 
then this erev rav introduced Klal Yisrael to the sin of the eigel. 

THE EVIL ROLE OF THE EREV RA
We have to understand what role does the erev rav play? The Vilna 

Gaon says that the Yidden have been challenged by the nations of the world. 
Yishmael was a leader of thirty-five umos. Eisav was a leader of thirty-five 
umos, totaling seventy umos, the seventy nations of the world. They always 
remained a challenge to Klal Yisrael. They’re competing with Klal Yisrael. The 
Vilna Gaon tells us there’s a third group that challenges Klal Yisrael and that 
group is referred to as the erev rav. He says the erev rav is really the worst of 
the worst because their nekudah, their ultimate 

3 שחַתֵ עמִך. שִֶׁחֵַתֵ הֶָעָָם לֵאֶֹ נֶאֱֶמִַר, אֶֶלָּאֶ עַָמְֵּךָ - עֵָרֶב רַב שֶֶׁקִָּבַָּלְֵתִָּ מִֵעַָצְָמְִךָ וְְגִיַַּרְתִָּם וְְלֵאֶֹ נִמְִלֵַכְַתִָּ בִָּי, וְְאֶָמִַרְתִָּ טוֹב שֶֶׁיִַּדְְבְָּקַוּ גֵרִים 

בַָּשְֶּׁכִַינָהֶ - הֵֶם שִֶׁחֲַתֵוּ וְְהִֶשְֶׁחִַיתֵוּ )שמִוְתֵ רבהֶ(.
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introduction to Klal Yisrael, is to be mevatel, to nullify our subjugation to 
Torah through bitul Torah and prikas ol malchus Shamayim. The Vilna Gaon 
says that the erev rav are the most dangerous because they’re the most davuk, 
the most attached to Klal Yisrael and Yisrael learns much more from them 
than he learns from Yishmael and Eisav. They poisoned the waters of Klal 
Yisrael.4

The Vilna Gaon writes: The middah of the erev rav was azei panim, 
mechutzafim. He says שבְדְור ורשעים  פָנים  עזי   all the mechutzafim and the ,וכלֵ 
wicked ones in the generation that usurp Torah and kabbalas ol malchus 
Shamayim, ְרב הֶערבְ  שלֵ  נשמתָם  מגלֵגולֵ   are reincarnated souls from the erev ,הֶם 
rav.5 Did you ever know that? Mixed into the Jewish nation are a lot of 
neshamos that are descendants of the erev rav and it’s very hard to discern 
them. Yishmael, you could discern. Eisav, you could discern. But the erev rav 
not. He says, it’s compared to the wheat kernel that has coarse bran around the 
actual kernel. Some people like it today. It’s called whole wheat. But they were 
the ‘whole’ of the wheat. The hope was to get rid of them and to separate them 
from the actual kernel to produce solles nekiyah, pure flour. But this erev rav 
is mamash attached to Klal Yisrael and it manages to influence the holiness 
of Klal Yisrael and that we should copy their actions. Many of Klal Yisrael are 
drawn to them.

Now, the Vilna Gaon says the hallmark of the erev rav, they manifest 
themselves in Klal Yisrael through certain behavior. What’s the behavior? 
They show themselves as ba’alei machlokes. They don’t accept things with 
humility. They stand up for what they want. They don’t care against who. 
Any machlokes, he says, that’s shelo leshem Shamayim is coming from the 
erev rav. He says their hallmark is, they’re koftzim l’horos, they jump up to 
guide and instruct others, and they want to take the mantle of leadership for 
themselves, like you found by the dor haflagah where it says, ונעשהֶ לֵנו שם, 

לֵוְמִדְים מִמִעשיהֶם, מִמִ"ש  וְישראֶלֵ  )פָרקַ חַבלֵ' מִשיחַ(: הֶערב רב דְבוְקַים מִאֶדְ בישראֶלֵ  וְז"לֵ הֶגר"אֶ בס' אֶבן שלֵמִהֶ   4

"וְיתֵערבוְ בגוְים וְילֵמִדְוְ מִעשיהֶם" )תֵהֶלֵים קַוְ-לֵהֶ(. וְהֶם הֶעשירים עלֵיזי גאֶוְהֶ וְכַוְ'. וְאֶ"אֶ לֵהֶפָרידְ הֶערב רב רקַ ע"י קַוְשי 
הֶגלֵוְתֵ. הֶ' מִיני ערב רב יש בישראֶלֵ וְכַוְ', וְבעלֵי מִחַלֵוְקַתֵ הֶם גרוְעים מִכַוְלֵם וְהֶם נקַראֶים עמִלֵקַים, וְאֶין בן דְוְדְ באֶ עדְ שימִחַוְ 
מִן הֶעוְלֵם וְכַוְ'. עמִלֵקַים הֶם ראֶשי ישראֶלֵ בגלֵוְתֵ וְעלֵיהֶם נאֶמִר )אֶיכַהֶ אֶ-הֶ( "הֶיוְ צָריהֶ לֵראֶש", וְכַלֵ עזי פָנים וְרשעים שבדְוְר 
הֶם מִגלֵגוְלֵ נשמִתֵן שלֵ ערב רב וְבני קַין וְכַוְ'. וְזהֶ מִרוְמִז במִ"ש: וְישם אֶתֵ הֶשפָחַוְתֵ וְילֵדְיהֶן ראֶשוְנהֶ, הֶם הֶע"ר, שהֶם ראֶשי 
הֶעם. וְאֶתֵ לֵאֶהֶ וְילֵדְיהֶ אֶחַרוְנים, הֶם הֶע"הֶ הֶטוְבים שהֶם כַפָוְפָין תֵחַתֵ הֶע"ר. וְאֶתֵ רחַלֵ וְאֶתֵ יוְסף אֶחַרוְנים, אֶלֵוְ תֵ"חַ שהֶם 
שפָלֵין מִכַלֵ כַוְ'. וְהֶע"ר הֶם גרוְעים מִעכַוְ"ם, שישראֶלֵ נמִשכַין אֶחַריהֶם, שרוְאֶין שהֶשעהֶ מִשחַקַתֵ לֵהֶם. וְזהֶוְ סיבתֵ אֶריכַתֵ 
הֶגלֵוְתֵ, וְכַוְ'. ]בביאֶוְר אֶגדְתֵ בכַוְרוְתֵ חַי עייב מִאֶמִר ייאֶיתֵ לֵן ביראֶ בדְבראֶיי כַתֵב הֶגרייאֶ :"כַי אֶין הֶגאֶוְלֵהֶ באֶהֶ עדְ שנזכַוְר 
בריתֵ שלֵשתֵ אֶבוְתֵ כַמִייש )וְיקַראֶ כַוְ( וְזכַרתֵי אֶתֵ בריתֵי יעקַב וְאֶף אֶתֵ בריתֵי וְגוְ'. וְהֶענין כַי מִאֶברהֶם יצָאֶ ישמִעאֶלֵ וְמִיצָחַקַ 
עשוְ שהֶן מִוְץ וְתֵבן לֵחַטהֶ כַמִייש ברעיאֶ מִהֶימִנאֶ פָי מִשפָטים דְף קַכַ עייב כַוְ' וְזהֶ ששאֶלֵ עשיוְ לֵאֶביוְ כַיצָדְ מִעשרין תֵבן 
שרצָהֶ גם לֵעשר הֶתֵבן שהֶוְאֶ עשוְ, וְאֶין בן דְוְדְ באֶ עדְ שיתֵבררוְ מִן עכַוְיים וְיהֶיוְ כַמִוְץ אֶשר תֵדְפָנוְ רוְחַ. וְלֵכַן יבוְאֶוְ ב' מִשיחַין 
שהֶן דְרגאֶ דְאֶברהֶם וְיצָחַקַ וְיבררוְ מִוְץ וְתֵבן וְעדְיין אֶינם יכַוְלֵים עדְ שיתֵברר הֶסוְבין מִן הֶקַמִחַ שהֶן דְבקַים בחַטהֶ מִאֶדְ וְהֶן 
ערב רב שהֶם הֶפָסוְלֵתֵ מִסטראֶ דְיעקַב כַמִייש בריימִ. וְזייש וְהֶאֶבן גדְוְלֵהֶ, שכַלֵ הֶעכַוְב הֶזהֶ מִן הֶאֶבן הֶניילֵ, וְלֵכַן וְיגש יעקַב 
וְיגלֵ כַוְ' )בראֶשיתֵ כַט( וְזהֶ הֶבירוְר בטלֵ בעוְוְנוְתֵינוְ הֶרבים בגלֵוְתֵ שדְבקַים מִאֶדְ הֶערב רב ביניהֶם וְהֶם הֶעשירים עלֵיזי 
גאֶוְתֵך כַוְ' )סנהֶדְרין צָחַ עייאֶ עייייש[. וְלֵכַן אֶם אֶין קַמִחַ אֶין תֵוְרהֶ שעדְיין הֶסוְבין דְבקַ בחַטהֶ. וְזהֶוְ כַלֵ הֶגלֵוְתֵ תֵבירין בגלֵוְתֵאֶ 
נעפָייי רעיאֶ מִהֶימִנאֶ שם ייכַדְ יפָקַוְן מִגלֵוְתֵאֶ הֶכַי יהֶוְן תֵבירין ]שבוְרים מִצָרוְתֵ[ עדְ דְיתֵבריר אֶוְכַלֵ מִתֵוְך פָסוְלֵתֵ דְהֶיינוְ קַש 
ערב רב עדְ דְיתֵבררוְ וְישתֵמִוְדְעוְ ישראֶלֵ בנייהֶוְ, כַבר דְאֶתֵבריר מִגוְ מִוְץ וְתֵבןיי[ עדְ שיברר בשלֵשתֵ ימִי הֶאֶפָילֵהֶ כַמִייש 

)הֶוְשע ב( הֶנהֶ אֶנכַי מִפָתֵיהֶ וְהֶוְלֵכַתֵיהֶ הֶמִדְבר וְשם יבררוְ וְימִוְתֵוְ כַלֵ רשעי ישראֶלֵ."
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"וְיתֵערבוְ בגוְים וְילֵמִדְוְ מִעשיהֶם" )תֵהֶלֵים קַוְ-לֵהֶ(. וְהֶם הֶעשירים עלֵיזי גאֶוְהֶ וְכַוְ'. וְאֶ"אֶ לֵהֶפָרידְ הֶערב רב רקַ ע"י קַוְשי 
הֶגלֵוְתֵ. הֶ' מִיני ערב רב יש בישראֶלֵ וְכַוְ', וְבעלֵי מִחַלֵוְקַתֵ הֶם גרוְעים מִכַוְלֵם וְהֶם נקַראֶים עמִלֵקַים, וְאֶין בן דְוְדְ באֶ עדְ שימִחַוְ 
מִן הֶעוְלֵם וְכַוְ'. עמִלֵקַים הֶם ראֶשי ישראֶלֵ בגלֵוְתֵ וְעלֵיהֶם נאֶמִר )אֶיכַהֶ אֶ-הֶ( "הֶיוְ צָריהֶ לֵראֶש", וְכַלֵ עזי פָנים וְרשעים שבדְוְר 
הֶם מִגלֵגוְלֵ נשמִתֵן שלֵ ערב רב וְבני קַין וְכַוְ'. וְזהֶ מִרוְמִז במִ"ש: וְישם אֶתֵ הֶשפָחַוְתֵ וְילֵדְיהֶן ראֶשוְנהֶ, הֶם הֶע"ר, שהֶם ראֶשי 
הֶעם. וְאֶתֵ לֵאֶהֶ וְילֵדְיהֶ אֶחַרוְנים, הֶם הֶע"הֶ הֶטוְבים שהֶם כַפָוְפָין תֵחַתֵ הֶע"ר. וְאֶתֵ רחַלֵ וְאֶתֵ יוְסף אֶחַרוְנים, אֶלֵוְ תֵ"חַ שהֶם 
שפָלֵין מִכַלֵ כַוְ'. וְהֶע"ר הֶם גרוְעים מִעכַוְ"ם, שישראֶלֵ נמִשכַין אֶחַריהֶם, שרוְאֶין שהֶשעהֶ מִשחַקַתֵ לֵהֶם. וְזהֶוְ סיבתֵ אֶריכַתֵ 

הֶגלֵוְתֵ, וְכַוְ'.
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”and let us make name for ourselves” (Bereishis 11:4). He says the people who 
donate big buildings, even batei kenessios and very expensive ornaments for 
sifrei Torah, but they do it with the purpose of ונעשהֶ לֵנו שם, we want to make a 
name for ourselves - not to honor the Torah, honor Hashem, and bring glory to 
Hashem - but to bring glory to themselves, that’s the hallmark of the erev rav.6

THE JEWISH EREV RAV
Now, the worst part about them, the Vilna Gaon says, is that they created 

a whole fourth category. Until then, there were three categories. There was 
Yishmael, there was Eisav, and there was the erev rav. The erev rav created 
a fourth category, and that was within Klal Yisrael, there was a ‘fifth column’ 
of Jews who adopted the ideology, the hashkafah of the erev rav and behaved 
like them. You can’t tell the difference between who is Jewish and who’s from 
the erev rav. But it’s a whole fourth category and the category is: they want to 
lead. They want to dominate. They want to wear the crown.

There’s no safek about it that today,7 all the leaders in the Israeli 
government who are going out of their way to undermine, destroy, and dissolve 

6  וְזהֶ כַתֵוְב בדְברי הֶגר"אֶ בביאֶוְר הֶתֵיקַוְנים תֵכַ"אֶ )מִוְ ע"ב( דְ"הֶ וְמִאֶן גרים: "כַמִ"ש מִשרבוְ כַוְ' שלֵאֶ שמִשוְ כַלֵ צָרכַם רבהֶ 

הֶמִחַלֵוְמִתֵ. וְהֶמִחַלֵוְקַתֵ שלֵאֶ לֵשם שמִים הֶוְאֶ הֶערב רב הֶקַוְפָצָים לֵהֶוְרוְתֵ וְלֵיטוְלֵ עטרהֶ נעשהֶ לֵנוְ שם כַוְ" '. 

7 כַלֵ הֶמִתֵבוְנן הֶיטב לֵהֶנעשהֶ אֶצָלֵנוְ כַעתֵ, ימִצָאֶ בדְברים הֶנ«לֵ תֵמִוְנהֶ נוְראֶהֶ שלֵ דְוְרנוְ, אֶיך כַלֵ הֶדְברים הֶאֶלֵוְ מִתֵקַיימִים 

במִלֵוְאֶם לֵעיני כַלֵ ישראֶלֵ.. בימִינוְ שהֶם עיקַבתֵאֶ דְמִשיחַאֶ, אֶשר הֶכַוְפָרים הֶם מִנהֶיגי הֶדְוְר וְאֶינם מִניחַים לֵתֵ"חַ לֵהֶרם 
וְלֵוְ הֶיהֶ אֶצָלֵם שפָהֶ אֶחַתֵ  וְלֵוְחַמִים עם הֶתֵוְרהֶ מִלֵחַמִהֶ גלֵוְיהֶ בידְ רמִהֶ.  זוְלֵתֵי לֵמִחַניפָיהֶם וְמִלֵחַכַי פָינכַאֶ שלֵהֶם,  ראֶש 
וְדְברים אֶחַדְים, אֶז לֵאֶ הֶיהֶ לֵנוְ תֵקַוְמִהֶ מִפָניהֶם, אֶבלֵ חַסדְי הֶ' כַי לֵאֶ תֵמִנוְ, שהֶטילֵ ערבוְביאֶ ביניהֶם, שילֵחַמִוְ גם אֶלֵוְ 
כַנגדְ אֶלֵוְ. וְבכַ"ז, לֵהֶלֵחַם נגדְ הֶתֵוְרהֶ מִוְאֶב וְמִדְין עוְשים שלֵוְם ביניהֶם. וְהֶנהֶ כַתֵוְב מִלֵחַמִהֶ לֵהֶ' בעמִלֵקַ מִדְוְר דְוְר וְהֶעידְהֶ 
תֵוְרהֶ בזהֶ, כַי הֶמִלֵחַמִהֶ הֶזאֶתֵ קַיימִתֵ בכַלֵ הֶדְוְרוְתֵ עדְ בוְאֶ הֶמִשיחַ, אֶלֵאֶ שבדְוְרוְתֵ הֶקַוְדְמִין עתֵ שלֵטוְן הֶתֵוְרהֶ בישראֶלֵ, 
נהֶלֵוְ הֶמִלֵחַמִהֶ זרע עמִלֵקַ מִאֶוְהֶ"ע, אֶבלֵ מִעתֵ שפָרקַנוְ עוְלֵ הֶתֵוְרהֶ נימִנוְ, שרצָוְ זרע עמִלֵקַ בתֵוְכַנוְ וְנתֵרבוְ בינינוְ הֶמִוְמִרים 
לֵהֶכַעיס, כַמִוְ הֶיעוְוְסעקַעס הֶנמִצָאֶים לֵאֶ לֵבדְ במִדְינהֶ הֶאֶדְוְמִהֶ, כַי אֶם בכַלֵ תֵפָוְצָוְתֵ ישראֶלֵ, מִקַצָהֶ הֶאֶרץ וְעדְ קַצָהֶ הֶאֶרץ 
וְגם באֶהֶ"קַ, אֶשר הֶמִתֵיוְוְנים שמִהֶ הֶן אֶוְתֵן הֶיעוְוְסעקַעס בעצָמִן וְאֶין שוְם הֶבדְלֵ ביניהֶן, רקַ שאֶלֵוְ כַוְתֵבים בזאֶרגוְן יידְיש. 
וְאֶלֵוְ כַוְתֵבים וְמִפָטפָטים מִזרגוְן עברי – ניי הֶעברעאֶיש - אֶבלֵ עלֵ הֶלֵלֵוְ וְהֶלֵלֵוְ נשבע הֶקַב"הֶ שאֶין שמִוְ שלֵם וְאֶין כַסאֶוְ שלֵם, 
וְכַ"כַ גדְלֵהֶ עניוְתֵ הֶדְעתֵ בימִינוְ, שחַלֵקַ גדְוְלֵ מִעמִנוְ תֵוְמִכַים אֶוְתֵם בכַספָם לֵגדְלֵם וְלֵהֶחַזיקַם וְלֵאֶ  עדְ שימִחַוְ מִן הֶעוְלֵם. 
ידְעוְ וְלֵאֶ יבינוְ דְבר הֶ', בפָרוְחַ רשעים כַמִוְ עשב, וְיצָיצָוְ כַלֵ פָוְעלֵי אֶוְן, לֵהֶשמִדְם עדְי עדְ" וְאֶז אֶוְי לֵמִחַזיקַיהֶם וְלֵמִחַניפָיהֶם. 
וְכַן באֶהֶ"קַ הֶדְבר ברוְר כַשמִש שתֵקַיאֶ הֶאֶרץ אֶוְתֵם, כַי הֶיאֶ פָלֵטרין שלֵ מִלֵך וְאֶינהֶ מִקַיימִתֵ עוְברי עבירהֶ. וְמִכַ"ש עוְברים 
לֵהֶכַעיס )אֶינני באֶ בזהֶ לֵאֶ לֵקַלֵלֵ וְלֵאֶ לֵברך, אֶלֵאֶ כַיוְן שהֶדְברים כַתֵוְבים בתֵוְרהֶ עלֵ כַרחַנוְ יתֵקַיימִוְ(. וְאֶין לֵטעוְתֵ בדְברים 
אֶלֵוְ לֵאֶמִר, כַי כַלֵ הֶנגררים אֶחַריהֶם מִזרע עמִלֵקַ הֶן. חַלֵילֵהֶ לֵאֶמִר כַן, כַי הֶדְברים אֶמִוְרים כַאֶן רקַ עלֵ ראֶשיהֶן וְמִנהֶיגיהֶם, 
מִוְריהֶם וְמִדְריכַיהֶם, כַתֵבניהֶם וְדְרשניהֶם, אֶלֵוְ הֶם מִזרע עמִלֵקַ, הֶעוְמִדְים בראֶש צָבאֶוְתֵיהֶם לֵהֶלֵחַם נגדְ הֶקַב"הֶ אֶבלֵ כַלֵ 
הֶהֶמִוְן הֶנספָחַ עלֵיהֶם מִזרע ישראֶלֵ, הֶוְלֵכַים אֶחַריהֶם כַבהֶמִהֶ בבקַעהֶ. כַמִ"ש הֶגר"אֶ, שע"ז נאֶמִר וְיתֵערבוְ בגוְים וְילֵמִדְוְ 
מִעשיהֶם. )בס' אֶוְמִר אֶני מִעשי לֵמִלֵך(. .וְכַתֵוְב בתֵיקַוְני זהֶר תֵקַוְן חַמִשין וְאֶיתֵאֶ: "יוְעלֵייהֶוְ אֶתֵמִר )בראֶשיתֵ ב( אֶלֵהֶ תֵוְלֵדְוְתֵ 
הֶשמִים וְהֶאֶרץ בהֶבראֶם אֶלֵהֶ פָסלֵ אֶתֵ הֶראֶשוְנים, אֶלֵהֶ וְדְאֶי פָסילֵ לֵקַדְמִאֶין דְאֶמִרוְ אֶלֵהֶ אֶלֵקַיך ישראֶלֵ דְאֶינוְן תֵוְלֵדְין דְתֵהֶוְ 
דְאֶתֵרמִיז בראֶשי תֵיבין תֵיוְלֵדְוְתֵ הֶישמִים וְ'הֶאֶרץ תֵהֶייוְיי. וְבביאֶוְר הֶגרייאֶ: "וְעלֵייהֶוְ, ריילֵ עלֵ הֶני נשמִתֵין דְישראֶלֵ דְאֶינוְן 
מִזרע דְאֶבהֶן אֶבלֵ ערב רב לֵאֶוְ אֶינוְן מִזרע דְאֶבהֶן כַוְ' וְהֶן קַשין לֵישראֶלֵ כַספָחַתֵ שהֶזהֶירוְ מִלֵקַבלֵ כַמִייש )ירמִיהֶ ב( רעהֶ 
אֶחַר רעהֶ תֵבאֶ כַוְ' וְכַלֵ הֶגלֵוְתֵ וְחַוְרבן ביהֶמִייקַ וְכַלֵ הֶצָרוְתֵ הֶכַלֵ עייי קַיבוְלֵ מִרעייהֶ לֵערב רב וְכַלֵ עזי פָנים וְרשעים שבדְוְר הֶן 
מִנהֶוְן וְריילֵ מִנשמִתֵין דְלֵהֶוְן שהֶן גלֵגוְלֵ דְלֵהֶוְן וְזייש בגמִ' ]ביצָהֶ לֵב עייב[ אֶמִר הֶני מִערב רב קַאֶתֵוְ. וְעי בפָי בראֶשיתֵ כַייחַ 
בי כַייהֶ אֶי אֶלֵהֶ תֵוְלֵדְוְתֵ הֶשמִים וְהֶאֶרץ כַוְ' וְכַן דְריש כַלֵ הֶפָרשהֶ שם עלֵ הֶגאֶוְלֵהֶ דְאֶז יתֵמִחַוְן אֶלֵין דְערב רב שהֶן בדְוְרוְתֵ 
אֶלֵוְ עייש, וְזייש כַאֶן אֶלֵהֶ פָסלֵ אֶתֵ כַוְ' ריילֵ דְאֶלֵהֶ קַאֶי עלֵ גזעאֶ קַדְישאֶ דְישראֶלֵ דְישתֵאֶרוְן ביוְם עשוְתֵ הֶ' אֶלֵקַים כַוְ' שהֶן 
הֶשמִים וְהֶאֶרץ הֶחַדְשים." וְבהֶמִשך הֶתֵיקַוְני זהֶר שם אֶיתֵאֶ: "וְאֶינוְן חַמִש מִינין דְאֶיתֵמִר בהֶוְן בהֶ' בראֶם וְאֶינוְן עמִלֵקַים, 
גבוְרים, נפָילֵים, ענקַים, רפָאֶים כַוְ'. וְעלֵהֶ אֶיתֵמִר )ישעיהֶ מִ( לֵאֶ תֵהֶוְ בראֶהֶ לֵמִיתֵב בנייהֶוְ בניחַ לֵשבתֵ יצָרהֶ לֵמִעבדְ ישוְבאֶ 
מִנייהֶוְ". וְבביאֶוְר הֶגרייאֶ שם: "עמִלֵקַים, מִפָרש בפָי בראֶשיתֵ שם דְעמִלֵקַים רישין דְבני ישראֶלֵ בגלֵוְתֵאֶ כַלֵי חַמִס וְגוְזלֵים 
לֵעניי ישראֶלֵ וְהֶן מִסטראֶ דְדְוְר הֶמִבוְלֵ וְנשמִתֵין דְילֵהֶוְן וְנצָטרפָוְ במִצָרים וְנפָרדְ הֶרע בערב רב וְכַדְ קַבילֵ לֵוְן מִשהֶ עייהֶ 
נתֵערבוְ נשמִתֵן בישראֶלֵ וְהֶוְאֶ הֶגלֵוְתֵ הֶזהֶ גלֵוְתֵ רביעי כַוְ'. נפָילֵים, הֶן דְאֶזלֵין בתֵר זנוְתֵ וְכַן בתֵר בצָעין דְהֶאֶי עלֵמִאֶ אֶשהֶ 
זוְנהֶ מִסטראֶ דְנפָילֵים. גבוְרים, הֶן אֶנשי הֶשם דְכַלֵ עוְבדְיהֶוְן בשבילֵ לֵעשוְתֵ לֵוְן שם מִסטראֶ דְדְוְר הֶפָלֵגהֶ. רפָאֶים, הֶן שאֶינן 
רוְצָים לֵעשוְתֵ גייחַ וְצָדְקַהֶ עם בעלֵי תֵוְרהֶ. ענקַים, הֶם הֶמִזלֵזלֵים תֵייחַ. וְעלֵהֶ אֶתֵמִר, כַוְ' דְלֵאֶ בשבילֵ תֵהֶוְ אֶיהֶי דְהֶן ערב 
רב הֶניילֵ אֶלֵאֶ בשבילֵ גרים מִסטראֶ דְטוְב וְכַמִייש ]פָסחַים פָז עייב[ לֵאֶ גלֵוְ ישראֶלֵ לֵבין הֶאֶוְמִוְתֵ אֶלֵאֶ כַדְי שיתֵוְספָוְ עלֵיהֶם 
גרים כַוְ' וְהֶן דְ' כַתֵוְתֵ זהֶ יאֶמִר לֵהֶי אֶני כַוְ' )ישעיהֶ מִדְ( וְעלֵיהֶן נאֶמִר יראֶי הֶ' ברכַוְ אֶתֵ הֶ׳ דְהֶמִרכַבהֶ הֶוְאֶ מִג' אֶבהֶן וְהֶרביעי 
דְוְדְ שבאֶ מִרוְתֵ הֶמִוְאֶביהֶ וְאֶמִר גר אֶנכַי כַוְ' )תֵהֶלֵים לֵט(. וְכַנגדְם הֶם דְי דְרגין כַהֶנים לֵוְים וְישראֶלֵים וְגירי צָדְקַ ביתֵ אֶהֶרן 
ברכַוְ אֶתֵ הֶ' ביתֵ הֶלֵוְי כַוְ' ביתֵ ישראֶלֵ כַוְ' וְיראֶי הֶ' )תֵהֶלֵים קַלֵהֶ( כַמִייש במִייר ]שהֶם גירי הֶצָדְקַ, וְיקַייר פָייוְ[ וְהֶן דְי אֶוְתֵיוְתֵ 
הֶוְיייהֶ כַוְ' וְזייש לֵאֶ תֵהֶוְ בראֶהֶ לֵמִיתֵב בנייהֶוְ ברע דְאֶז פָרוְדְאֶ באֶתֵוְוְן אֶלֵאֶ לֵשבתֵ יצָרהֶ לֵשבתֵ ביתֵ עם תֵפָאֶרתֵ אֶדְם כַניילֵ 
לֵמִעבדְ ישוְבאֶ מִינייהֶוְ לֵהֶתֵוְסף עלֵ ישראֶלֵ. וְמִשהֶ טעהֶ בזהֶ שסבוְר שהֶם מִסטראֶ דְטוְב אֶבלֵ כַבר נבררוְ כַלֵ מִצָרים בגלֵוְתֵ 
וְלֵכַן נאֶסר לֵירדְ לֵמִצָרים, וְכַן לֵעיילֵ אֶין מִקַבלֵין גרים לֵימִוְתֵ הֶמִשיחַ מִטעם זהֶ כַוְ' וְלֵאֶ נסתֵייע בעוְן הֶעגלֵ שפָגמִוְ בשם אֶלֵקַים 

כַמִייש בפָי תֵשאֶ כַוְ' וְגרם הֶגלֵוְתֵ עדְ שיתֵברר, וְכַוְ'.[ 
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the koach of Torah to dissolve shemiras Shabbos, to dissolve the kedushah of 
the Kosel, they’re all at the bottom of the pit. These are all erev rav people. All 
they’re interested in is ונעשהֶ לֵנו שם, and they say the most extreme things! They 
don’t even hide their intentions. Pashut they’re ֶלֵהֶשמידְ ולֵהֶרוג ולֵאבְדְ אתָ כלֵ הֶקַדְושה, 
and there are many Jews that joined up with them. Rav Elchonon Wasserman 
writes that all the heads of the Zionists were Amalekim. That’s what he says. I 
never understood exactly what he meant until I saw that the Vilna Gaon writes 
that those of the erev rav, the worst group of the erev rav, are the ones who 
go out and make a machlokes with Klal Yisrael, the ba’alei machlokes. They’re 
geru’im mikol, and they’re called Amalekim. They’re the worst of the bad ones. 
The worst of the evil. And today, just seeing what’s going on in Eretz Yisrael 
is frightening.

One of the saddest tragedies is that the Jewish media in America doesn’t 
write with complete clarity about what is really going on in the government 
over there and about their attempt to destroy the mamon of Klal Yisrael, the 
kedushah of Klal Yisrael, the bnei Torah of Klal Yisrael, and every last vestige 
of holiness in Klal Yisrael. 

A few years ago, the media in America took a turn. They basically decided 
to mind their own business and the Yiddishkeit in Eretz Yisrael became not 
their business. My rebbi, his brothers and others always spoke about these 
erev rav, these Amalekim who have no other interest. We can’t imagine that. 
Why would they care to destroy Torah? Torah is not bothering them. Torah is 
not stopping them from doing what they want. But they got involved. And then 
another group arose to quiet the American media, Jewish media, regarding 
talking and discussing this and bringing up the subject. But it’s geferlach. 
The chutzpah that they exhibit knows no bounds, no limitations. They even 
managed, the Amalekim, the erev rav, to dump a strange looking beanie on a 
bald Jewish head. That’s been a discussion in many newspaper articles. What 
kind of glue does he use to keep that beanie on his head? And they pashut 
made it look like we had representation in the Knesset, in the government, and 
all they do is make gezeirah after gezeirah without letting up.

Now the Vilna Gaon explains (ibid) that the nekudah that the erev rav 
exhibits is that they are עזים שבְדְור. They have chutzpah that knows no bounds 
and no limits. They’re not motivated by ta’avah. That’s Yishmael. They’re not 
motivated by ga’avah. That’s Eisav. They’re motivated by chutzpah. Their whole 
drive is that: We want to be leaders of the Jewish people. We want to dominate. 
We want to be domineers. I mean, for somebody to come up with an idea that 
the Kosel Hama’aravi should be an egalitarian place, to have representation 
of all chalakim of Klal Yisrael, it’s like, this is the Beis Hamikdash itself. If 
one of these guys would have shown up in the Beis Hamikdash, if one of these 
Women of the Wall would have come to the Beis Hamikdash, she wouldn’t 
have even made it to become a korban. They would have thrown her out with 
the ashes! They would have discarded them. I mean, this is, like, amazing 
chutzpah! You want to go to Tel Aviv and put up a big theater. Okay. But you 
come to the Kosel Hama’aravi?! It’s mind boggling. Most people say, “No, I 
understand them. You know, they want to have representation.” They don’t 
even want to come to the Kosel! They have no interest in davening! They never 
davened in their life! All of a sudden, they need a place for tefilah. You can give 
them a place for tefilah and put a lock on it, because they are never going to 
show up there. Except to make trouble. 
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You have to understand that they don’t mean that. They don’t mean the 
Kosel. They mean everything in Klal Yisrael! They mean Shabbos. They mean 
marriage, kedushah of marriage. They mean the destruction of everything 
and anything. We’re living in a very tumultuous time, and most Yidden are 
so blinded. We’re all happy with our lives. As long as nobody bothers me 
in my daled amos, I’m very satisfied. And this is a machlokes shelo leshem 
Shamayim and this machlokes shelo lesham Shamayim is all coming from 
the erev rav. They began with the eigel hazahav, the golden calf, and now in 
the time of Moshiach, they’re raising their heads again. It says, in the עקַבְתָא 
יסגא חַוצפָא   chutzpah is going to be rampant before Mashiach’s arrival ,דְמשיחַא 
(Sotah 49b). They’re going to ramp up their chutzpah to levels which we’ve 
never seen before.

If you look in the parshah, it says Hashem told Moshe Rabeinu ָראיתָי את 
 כי ,I’ve seen this people now, while they were dancing around the eigel ,הֶעם הֶזהֶ
 :they’re a stubborn nation (Shemos 32:9). The passuk goes on ,עם קַשהֶ עורף הֶוא
Leave Me be so I could let My wrath out upon them and destroy them. Rashi 
says, how does their stubbornness, their keshei oref reveal itself? Rashi says, 
 against ,לֵנגדְ מוכיחַיהֶם ,they turn their heads away from the emes ,מחַזירין קַשי ערפָם
those who rebuke them. If anybody wants to show them how they’re wrong, 
the sheker in their ways, they turn their necks. They don’t want to face you. 
.they refuse to hear the emes. They don’t want to hear the emes ,וממאנים לֵשמוע

Now, the whole ma’amad Har Sinai which preceded the cheit ha’eigel 
was for what? What does the Torah say? The purpose of the ma’amad Har 
Sinai was פָניכם עלֵ  יראתָו  תָהֶיהֶ   Hashem wanted to instill His fear on the ,בְעבְור 
faces of Klal Yisrael (Shemos 20:17). One of the hallmarks of a Jew is that 
he has bushah. Who is he ashamed of? He’s not ashamed of goyim. A Yid is 
ashamed of Hashem! This is my source of life. This is my source of everything. 
I stand before Hashem completely null and void. The cheit ha’eigel was to 
undermine that. These mechutzafim, these 40,000 people with evil in them, 
saw the emes. They saw the game to go with was Hashem’s game. But they 
could not subjugate themselves to become humbled to Hashem and His Torah. 
They wanted to have their dei’ah. They wanted to have leadership.

TOO HARD TO BE HUMBLE - TRUE IDENTITY
I’ve seen this in the past with people who were very important in the 

outside world. They were leaders. They were domineering. They carried 
themselves. They became frum, and their biggest challenge from frumkeit 
was that they were relegated to being nobodies. Nobodies. Because in the 
Torah world, they didn’t have anything to offer. They didn’t know halachah. 
They didn’t know hashkafah. They didn’t know gemara. They didn’t know 
anything. They were am ha’aretzim. They went back to their roots and they 
weren’t happy being nobodies. It ate them up that they would never have a say 
in Klal Yisrael. To be humbled is very difficult.

So now, these folks, Yunus and Yumbrus, come forward to Aharon and 
they say, “Moshe is not coming back. We need some leadership. We would 
like to suggest leadership. We have an idea for you.” They heard that Yisro 
gave advice. He was also from Mitzrayim. Yisro’s advice was accepted. So now 
these mechutzafim come and they tell Aharon, “We have an idea. We’d like to 
humbly make a suggestion for a replacement for Moshe Rabbeinu. Not chas 
veshalom avodah zarah. No. We don’t mean anything bad. We just want to 
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replace Moshe Rabbeinu. We need leadership. It’s important for us.” And they 
brought their advice. Aharon tried to buy time, but they were in a rush to create 
that eigel hazahav and they produced it. And the next thing we know is ַויקַומו לֵצחַק, 
“and they rose to play” (Shemo 32:6). Rashi says they got involved in arayos and 
shefichas damim.8 You know what they did? They removed the mask from their 
faces. They originally put on this frum mask that said: We’re part of Klal Yisrael. 
We want to be mekabel the Torah. They were mekabel the Torah. We left the 
Egyptians, and now we joined you. But this erev rav was ra at its core. And then 
they removed their mask. They showed their true colors. ַלֵצחַק  The whole .ויקַומו 
point of matan Torah was תָחַטאו  so that you don’t go astray” (Shemos“ ,לֵבְלֵתָי 
20:17). And they used that episode of Matan Torah to feed their plan of creating 
an eigel and cause Klal Yisroel to join in the cheit.

And because the erev rav was so davuk to Klal Yisrael, so attached to Klal 
Yisrael, they managed to influence them to the point that we just learned in the 
gemara (Shabbos 88b) a few days ago, ֶּחַוּפָׇּתָָה בְְּתָוֹךְ  מְזַנָָּהֶ  כִַּלָָּהֶ   Ulla said that]“ ,עֲֲלֵוּבְָהֶ 
the cheit eigel is comparable] to a bride who is promiscuous under her wedding 
canopy.” It was a chutzpah, Rashi says. The Jewish nation became influenced 
by them and they reflected a chutzpah. They were still in the chuppah of matan 
Torah. They were still at Har Sinai. And what happened? ֶחַופָתָה בְתָוך   They .מזנהֶ 
turned, they challenged their newfound relationship with Hashem. Hashem was 
the chosson, we were the kallah and we got influenced by the erev rav. We began 
to question. We began to challenge.

STAGE FRIGHT OF THE RIGHT KIND
You have to know that their hashpa’ah never ended and never ceased. And 

we have to look, we have to identify, and watch out for this influence of the erev 
rav, so that we’re not demanding a place on the stage of Klal Yisrael. We have 
to be mevatel ourselves to the ratzon of Hashem. We have to know where we 
belong, where our place is. Our job is to subjugate our will to the will of Hashem 
and to bring kevod Shamayim and kiddush Hashem and not to tell Hashem how 
you think things should be, or what you feel is a proper kiddush Hashem and 
what you feel is in Hashem’s best interest. What you think, you’re better off not 
thinking.

I’ve told this to many people who have called me. They said, “Rabbi, I 
think.” I said, “You’re missing something from the word ‘think’.” They said, 
“What is that?” I said, “You didn’t put an S before the ‘think’. You’re missing the 
S. We are not here to think. We’re here to accept. Our role is to accept.” You can’t 
imagine how many people could learn gemara and they tell you, “Oh Rabbi, you 
understand that this gemara is wrong.” “What?! No, I don’t. Not only I don’t 
think it’s wrong. I know it’s not wrong. It’s your mind that’s twisted.”

I can think of a specific case of a doctor who said, “Oh, this doesn’t fit with 
medicine.” I said, “Do you know how much change medicine undergoes in ten 
years’ time?” I told him, “What you think is correct today is wrong tomorrow. 
You’re going to find this out. So I’m going to give you a suggestion. Get ahead of 
yourself. Look at the gemara and you’ll find out what’s going to be in ten years.” 
I knew it long ago. We knew a lot of things long ago from the Torah - ְהֲֶפָֹךְ בְָּהּ וַהֲֶפָֹך 
 turn it over and  over, for all is within in” (Avos 5:22). We’re not here“ ,בְָּהּ, דְְּכֹלָָּא בְָהֶ
to show the Torah how to think. We’re here to follow the Torah humbly with 
humility.
8 לֵצָחַקַ. יֵשֶׁ בְָּמִַשְֶׁמִַע הֶַזֶֶּהֶ גִִּלּוּי עֲָרָיוֹתֵ, כְְּמִוֹ שֶֶׁנְֶּ' לְֵצַָחֶַקַ בִָּי )בראֶשיתֵ לֵ"ט(, וּשְֶׁפִָיכַוּתֵ דְָּמִִים, כְְּמִוֹ שֶֶׁנְֶּ' יָקַוּמִוּ נָאֶ הֶַנְְּעָָרִים וְִישְַׂחֲַקַוּ 

לְֵפָָנֵינוּ )שמִוְאֶלֵ ב ב'(, אֶַף כְָּן נֶהֱֶרַג חַוּר )שמִוְתֵ רבהֶ(.
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Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us become patur from this erev rav. 
The Vilna Gaon says that in the time before Moshiach the erev rav is going to 
strengthen itself in such a powerful way that the chutzpah is going to know no 
bounds. I hope Moshiach is around the corner, for what we are experiencing today 
in Eretz Yisrael. We’re seeing the unbounded chutzpah, the unmitigated chutzpah. 
It knows no limits. It’s definitely an indication that Moshiach is close.

We daven in the Yamim Noraim that all the rishus, all the evil in the world, 
should go up in smoke and the kavod of Hashem should be revealed. Let’s hope 
that happens shortly during our lives.

In Summary
The tragedy of the cheit ha’eigel left its mark on Klal Yisrael in more 

ways than one way. Firstly, the onesh associated with that cheit is still 
being applied, a little bit at a time, for any cheit that takes place after the 
cheit haeigel. Secondly, the ‘political’ factors that brought the cheit about 
still exist. The erev rav is characterized by unwarranted chutzpah. The 
erev rav challenged Klal Yisrael’s subjugation to Torah. They displayed 
azus panim and rejected kabbalas ol malchus Shamayim, dragging 
Klal Yisrael along with them in their sinful plunge. Unfortunately, since 
the erev rav was attached to Klal Yisrael, their influence affected Klal 
Yisrael. Today, the erev rav still exists, it is in our midst. We see people 
who stand up and ‘lead’ with no true qualifications, excelling only in 
upholding machlokes - the trademark of the erev rav. These are people 
who refuse to accept the emes yet insist on being the leaders. This week 
I will (bli neder) when I say the brachah in the Shemoneh Esrei that 
refers to the upholders of evil, V’lamalshinim, I will have kavanah for 
the erev rav of today and daven for their influence to end and that the 
malchus of Hashem will shine in its full glory.
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