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THE SATAN CHALLENGES EVERY PERSON

In this week’s parshah we encounter the famous battle between
the sar of Eisav and Yaakov Avinu. The sar of Eisav engages Yaakov
in a lengthy battle that lasts through the night. I've read this parshah
many times and by now I know how it ends. First of all, it was a very,
very rough battle. I am reminded of the gemara (Kiddushin 30b)
that says-om o1 903, every single day, the yetzer ha’ra is mesgaber
(overpowers) a person; that malach challenges all human beings
1N wpany, a dual to the death.

Now we like to think the Malach Hamaves, or the Satan, likes
to throw snowballs. Were you ever in a snowball fight? Did you ever
get hit by a snowball where you didn’t want to get hit? You told
the guy, “What did you do? Hey, what did you do?” The guy says,
“I didn’t mean it. I meant to hit your coat. I happened to hit your
eye and I broke your glasses,” this and that, oops! But it says in the
gemara \nnn wpan, he tries to kill you every single day! The malach
wasn’t playing for kugelach. He was playing for keeps and Yaakov
came out battle-scarred. It wasn’t like he walked out sauntering
down the road, “Okay boys, we did it.” It says 2py> 77 72 ypm, “and
he dislocated Yakov’s hip at its socket” (Bereishis 32:26). He caused
some pretty major damage. It also says 1% 9> X7 »> 877, the Malach
Hamaves, the Satan, saw 1% %2> X% »3, that he could not overcome
Yaakov. He couldn’t win.

Now you always want to try to figure out the key to preventing
the Satan from getting to you. Let me tell you one thing. Can you
figure it out? What would you say is the nekudah where the Satan
challenges every single one of us? How is everyone challenged in
the same way? Maybe it manifests itself in different areas. But what
would you say is the nekudah that the Malach Hamaves uses to trap
us? Not long ago I asked a lady, “Do you know what your problem
is?” She said, “My problem?” I said, “Yeah.” And my problem and his
problem. Do you know what the problem is? What do you think the
problem is? What do you think is the general issue in every struggle
that you have with your yetzer hara to do the right thing? Can you
boil it down for me to what exactly the issue is?
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I told you it’s shaveh (equal) b’anashim v’nashim. The yeitzer
hara convinces us, each and every one of us, to want to do something
whether it’s right or it’s wrong. “I want to do this.” When I am
gripped by my yetzer hara, every mistake that I make, and every
mistake that you make, are all in the category of ‘what you want
versus what Hashem wants.” Period.

DO YOU LISTEN TO HASHEM, OR TO YOURSELF?

Most people are shocked when I tell them this, that you don’t
give two hoots for what Hashem wants. You want to do what you
want to do. I want to go where I want to go. I want to learn what I
want to learn. I want to daven when I want to daven. And maybe I
don’t want to daven. I want to dress like I want. T want to talk like I
want. I want to think like I want. As krum as it is, but I want to think
like this. You tell a person, “Who cares what you want? Hashem
doesn’t want this from you.” You know what this person says? “Yeah,
but It makes me feel good.” That’s where the yetzer hara gets you.
He gets you to imagine that if you are going to do what you want
to do, then there will be no consequences. Everybody does what he
wants. You want to be frum? Fine. You want to be a masmid? You
want to be medakdek in halachah? Good. You don’t want? Ok, so
you don’t want. Why would you reject what Hashem wants? What
did you just discover? You don’t want to do what Hashem wants.
You want to do what you want! Whatever the rationale is, maybe
it makes you feel good, but still and all, “I want to do what I want.”
That’s what every single person’s problem is.

When you meet somebody and want to figure them out, ask
them the following. Let’s say I want to know how strong you are, so
I ask you a simple question. If you ever meet somebody on a date
and you want to know how much trouble they're going to be, say
as follows to them, “How often do you have to get your way? Are
you a person that has to get their way?” Are you aware that every
single human being wants to get his way in some areas? Some are
more pushy. Some are stronger. Some have less areas they challenge
Hashem in than others and some have more. The bottom line is big
yetzer hara or little yetzer hara, this is what I want to do.

THE BASIC WAY TO MEASURE A PERSON IS TO KNOW
HOW EASY IT IS FOR HIM TO GIVE IN TO THE WILL
OF HASHEM VERSUS HIS OWN WILL.
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Now, if you ask people about the consequences, “Don’t you
realize you're going to pay for that?” “Naaah.” That’s where the
yetzer hara comes in and works on your psychology. The basic
way to measure a person is to know how easy it is for him
to give in to the will of Hashem versus his own will. The
yetzer hara convinces you, you want to learn Torah? He’ll tell you to
learn Torah. The yetzer hara won’t stop you a whole day. He’'ll get
you to learn Torah in the wrong way. You're always trying to assert
your will. He’ll play with you.

Let’s say a person has to learn be’iyun, he will convince you the
best way is to learn bekius. You like to learn bekius? He’ll convince
you, when it’s time to learn bekius, he’ll convince you to learn
be’iyun. When you have to do shenayim mikra ve’echad targum,
he’s going to convince you to learn halachah. When you’re supposed
to daven, he’ll convince you not to daven. Nisht geferlach if you
don’t do it.

This is a nekudah that a person has to work on, to brace himself
for this inevitable challenge. He has to understand: I want what I
want. If you ask a person why do you look the way you do? “It’s what
I want.” Why do you act like this? “It’s what I want.” Now, there
are some guys that are really messed up and they’ll tell you, “This
is what I think Hashem wants me to do.” That’s a really messed up
guy. There are people like that. Then the problem boils down to a
very limited problem, a very precise nekudah.

This yetzer hara, Eisav’s sar, did what he wanted. Eisav was
very famous. He was a strong-minded person. He had a big yetzer
hara. He wanted to do a lot of bad things. And he did them. You
know why? Because he wanted to. He was a tough man. And the
whole night the yetzer hara was trying to convince Yaakov to weaken
his resolve, to weaken his commitment to Hashem. He was trying
to convince Yaakov with all kinds of ta’anos and all kinds of things.
“It will make you feel so good.” Sometimes the yetzer hara tells
you if you understand what the bad is then you’ll stop it then you’ll
really be a big ba’al madreigah. Right now you don’t even chap the
geshmak in what you’re doing. But if you chapped the geshmak and
then you broke yourself, you would be a much greater person. But
when you give in to him and it becomes your will, you're stuck.

YAAKOV WAS ATTACHED TO HASHEM

It says in the passuk 1% 93> 8% >3 7 (ibid). The yetzer hara saw
that he was not able to overcome Yaakov. What was it? So we always
thought it was because of Yaakov’s strength. Yaakov was a powerful
person, physically and spiritually. Now, where did his power lie?
If you talk about a physically strong person, what do you think of?
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Muscles. Not his brilliance. Not his intelligence. Not his long legs.
You think: this guy has got muscles, got powerful muscles. That’s
what it is.

What do you think about when you think of Yaakov’s powerful
spiritual muscles? The Seforno says an amazing thing. x% > X7
17 9>, he wasn’t able to get him ympa7 2119, because of his great
attachment, 7»n, continuously, 112727 mawnna 712> pa. Do you
know where Yaakov’s strength lay? He was able to stay focused
on Hashem in his thought processes and speech, in spite of all the
ra’ash, all the tumult that the sar of Eisav tried to create to counter
it, to undermine it. That’s what the Seforno says.

Now this is a tremendous insight because a person goes through
challenging situations in life, and the question always is: What
strength does he need to have to face this, to be able to withstand
the nisayon? Let’s say an ishah comes to a person, and entices him,
areal challenge. Let’s say the ishah comes and stands there in front
of you. Now the yetzer hara tells you, "Why don’t you take a look?
Why don’t you think about it?” The yetzer tov tells you, “No, no,
be mesgaber. Hashem doesn’t want you to look. Hashem doesn’t
want you to think. It says so in the Torah.” So what do you say? If
the yetzer hara wins you say, “I can’t help myself. I do what I want
to do.”

I find this so often. You ask people, “Why are you doing that?
What you’re doing is asur.” You know what they say? “Who said it’s
asur? Mei heicha teisi? You think everything is asur, it’s not asur. A
person can do what he wants sometimes. You have to be normal. I'm
not holding by that level anyway.” They say all kinds of nonsense.
That’s what it boils down to.

Yaakov Avinu was immovable. He was a pillar so deeply
embedded with Hashem. As you get more involved in the challenge,
you forget more about what the ratzon of Hashem is. You don’t
even deal with that anymore. All you deal with is: what I want. The
obsession becomes about what you want.

Just today a young bachur called me up. He’s telling me his
story without any emotion. “You know I had some challenges, and 1
went to a doctor, a psychiatrist and the psychiatrist worked with me.
She happened to be an ishah,” he tells me, “and we got friendly and
the next thing I knew, I was acting like her husband.” He’s talking
on and on. I told him, “Did I just hear what I just heard?!” I said,
“You’re a little bachur. You're a young bachur.” Now officially, he
was supposed to go to his brother-in-law who was a doctor. His
brother-in-law told me he’s going to deal with him, but his brother-
in-law found him somebody who is very good, an ishah. What does
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he call me for? Now he went to yeshivah. She told him to man up.
She told him he has to be more of a gavra. He’s not a gavra enough.
He’s a child. He should go stand on his own two feet, be chazak, go
for one year to yeshivah and become independent and then they’ll
get married.

Isaid, “Ithink I need a psychiatrist myself! What are you talking
about?! What in the world are you talking about?!” I said, “Do you
have communication with her right now?” He said, “No, we have no
communication. We both stand independently.” T said, “She’s old
enough to be your mother. What kind of stupidity is this?” Very cool,
very calculated. It happened. I said, “She should be arrested.” I said,
“She is not helping you. She’s destroying you!” Now he’s caught,
convinced that “this is what I want.” Now he’s trying to figure out
how he could make what he wants kosher. That’s his process right
now. He wants me to give him eitzos how to make her frum, how to
make her Jewish. She said that if she has to become Jewish, she’ll
become Jewish. He said that he told her, “I think you’re not supposed
to become Jewish for me.” “No, I'll become Jewish for you. Then
afterwards I'll do it for Hashem.” I said, “It doesn’t work like that.
She has to first do it for Hashem. Then afterwards for a person.”
He said, “Well, she’ll do it for Hashem.” I said, “Yeah? In this year
that you have no connection, is she going to become Jewish?” “No.”
I said, “Then she’s not doing it for Hashem. She’s doing it for you.”
“Oh, without me she wouldn’t do it. I said, “My friend, you lost your
marbles.”

It’s overwhelming but that’s how it is. Here’s a woman who
decides: I don’t want to have children. Why? I don’t want to have
them. Here’s a man who decides: I don’t want kids. What do you
mean? You want, you don’t want. Who cares what you don’t want?
If I don’t want it, that’s how it’s going to be. Now you make Hashem
acclimate Himself to your wants. You come when you want. You go
when you want. You daven when you want. I've had many people
tell me, “Hashem should be very happy that I daven sometimes. I
could not daven at all. "You know what I mean? That boils down to
everybody wanting to do what they want.

The only eitzah you have is to be davuk ba’Hashem. A person
has to know that even if he fell, he should say, “I fell. I did something
terrible. I know it was totally the wrong thing. I couldn’t control
myself. I know there’s a ratzon of Hashem.” If a person would tell
me, “I know I'm supposed to have children. I'm weak. I can’t do
the ratzon Hashem,” that’s a lot better than saying, “This is what I
want.” People are into what they want.
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Let’s say a person is not healthy enough to have children. I find
this quite often, people can’t have children. The rabbanim tell them,
“Don’t have children.” Those are the ones who want children. “But
you can’t have them.” “No!” It’s nothing to do with what Hashem
wants. It’s what they want. That’s what people are like.

Yaakov Avinu was constantly davuk to Hashem - he was
completely attached and plugged into the ratzon of Hashem. He
was mevatel his own ratzon. When a person is mevatel their own
ratzon, the yetzer hara cannot challenge you. Not only can’t the
yetzer hara challenge you, but nothing can challenge you.

You know how many times bachurim or girls decide: What’s
wrong with having a friend of the opposite gender? Well, what’s
wrong with having a friend who’s the same type? “But I want the
different type! There’s nothing wrong. I'm not doing anything
wrong.” I say, “That in itself is wrong. Thinking you’re not doing
something wrong, is wrong. But you think it’s the ratzon of
Hashem?” What are they trying to imply? You think it’s the ratzon
of Hashem? They’ll say, “I'm only talking.” I say, “Everything starts
with talking.” That’s why the Chazal (Avos 1:5) say o¥ am°w 7370 X
nwxa. Why did they say that? If it’s not wrong, what are you doing
that for? A person has to think about this. It’s a very important
measure. A girl thinks what is wrong when she comes over to a boy
and she says, “Can I have your phone number?” You know what the
problem is? She’s never going to be able to do teshuvah from such
an aveirah because she planted a seed in this guy’s head. She lit his
yetzer hara- fire up to the sky. And now the guy can’t help himself.
Instead of him saying right away, “This is not what Hashem wants
me to do. I know clearly it’s not what I'm supposed to be doing, and
therefore I make that [cutting motion].” A guy has to ask himself:
Why is a person coming over to me and asking me for my phone
number? You must have a sign up. No one came to a tzaddik asking
for his phone number. A person has to understand that. oxw 7172
MR P91 799 %17, “Along the path on a person wishes to proceed,
they assist him from Above.” (Makkos 10b) But it’s all about the
rotzeh lelieich. You have to be davuk to Hashem and that means you
have to be davuk to the ratzon of Hashem.

SAVE YOURSELF FROM ALL THREATS AND DINIM

Now understanding this will help you understand the famous
Nefesh Hachaim.! The Nefesh Hachaim writes in Sha’ar Gimmel
(12:8) that there’s an 173 771, a great inyan and a nx%91 721301 You
know what that means? An awesome secret, an awesome treasure,

WY K71 12 0177 1721' K7W DINK DIIXI T 7 1700 70271 7007 nK'791 n'71201 71Ma |y Kin nnxal '
071¥2 N> DIY AN 1T T 'RENNRD DP7RN KID D X70 I0KT 1272 paip DTRAWD .77 Dwn Dy
JIX1 N DIV 7V 775 NRWN 12'R1IMA 7101 1272 70201 .U 0IYON INTAR 73 X7 7901775 nin'7ivn 21
25 1"7un 17020 X7'NNY 1T AN KD '90' D .0" TR ITRY? 21 INAYNN NI P21 Tavwnl .07y

2275 027 DY 17 71¥9Y7 1701' X7w D71yaw ninixani Nindn
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7’019, to remove, 1o¥n 5027, and to be mevatel from yourself, 1107 93,
all judgments against you. There’s a way to remove from yourself
any din. Din means getting sick, getting blemished, getting in an
accident, getting hurt from somebody. What’s the segulah nifla’ah
to be mevatel from yourself kol dinim which come from Hashem,
the oanx My, and any other will? Once there was a kid. I saw
he was selling a booklet on how to get everybody to do your will.
Have you ever seen that booklet, when you were a kid? It was too
expensive, so I didn’t buy it. It’s trying to convince people to do
your will. The Nefesh Hachaim is telling me what’s the eitzah to be
mevatel anybody else’s ratzon from impacting you? Do this 13> x5w
12 19wY, so that they’re not able to sholet on you, 725 aw 21w Wy X9,
and that they don’t make any roshem (impact) whatsoever on you.

Let’s say, you're going somewhere and you meet someone who
threatens you. People are threatened a lot of times. You got into a
business and you feel threatened. You go into a courtroom and you
feel threatened. You get into a challenging situation and you feel
threatened by somebody else’s ratzon. The Nefesh Hachaim said,
I'm going to give you a segulah nifla’ah %73 ow 0w Wy X5, so that
nothing will make a roshem on you at all. You know what a roshem
means? An impression.

1292 vy21p 078w, when a person is kovea in his mind, 2»xY, saying,
D°PYR7 X7 ' X107 X971, Hashem is the master of all powers, PRY *nonxn
17251 Ty, there’s nobody else’s ratzon that exists in the world that’s
not the ratzon of Hashem. There’s nobody else’s power that exists
that’s not the ratzon of Hashem. That means you tell yourself, no
goy in the world has any potential koach on his own that’s not from
Hashem. You acknowledge that. Somebody else’s ratzon to destroy
you, it cannot be.

How many times have people called me, they were threatened
by others. People were threatening them. I tell them, “You empower
them. You give them power. You make them able to hurt you because
you're machshiv their ratzon. It means you don’t say ‘The only
ratzon in the world is Hashem’s ratzon but you say there are other
retzonos besides for Hashem’s ratzon.” You have to be aware, all the
worlds and all the universes are full of 5van1 MW 7720° VWD INITAR P
T3 M2 1293, you're mevatel in your heart with an absolute bitul,
7AVWM 29I PR 12 DWW DY 973 moawn 1KY, and you subjugate yourself,
P27, and you attach yourself in your thought, x1 712 71 NIxe pA.
You know what he says is going to happen? 17°2 7720 X7 00> 19,
Hashem will provide this for you, x?"»nw, automatically, 15vn Y2020
995 727 DWW 12 7WER 1901 KW 0waw o neenn mnda 93, You hear that? All
of those people or fears that scared you are futile, obsolete! They
can’t do a thing!
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Yaakov went to war with the yetzer hara, the Satan, and the malach
could not overcome him because Yaakov was mevatel himself. Even though
he knew what the ratzon of the malach was. He understood clearly what
the malach was. You know what he said? There is no other ratzon that
exists other than Hashem. And he was able, in his mind and in his dibur,
to stick with Hashem, and that created the perfect situation for him to get
out of there.

Sometimes this manifests itself in different ways. That’s how a person
overcomes the retzonos of others. How many of you think that there is
somebody out there that wants to get you? Maybe not, because you're
young. Do you think there’s anybody out there who wants to get you? Don’t
tell me who. It could be a family member. It could be anybody else. You
have to be mevatel this ratzon from yourself completely. You tell yourself
17257 7w PR, and shoot them down one by one, boom, boom, boom. And
then you know what happens? They disappear. They go away.

You know the chiddush I hear in this shtickel? That it even works with
the Satan himself. That’s the chiddush. I would have thought this works if
someone wants to get me and sometimes he has bad thoughts about me,
you know what I told him? “By me it’s like five years’ ago’s snow.” His
thoughts mean zero to me. Gornisht! I have nothing to worry about those
thoughts, because those thoughts are nonsense mit lokshen as far as I'm
concerned. I don’t care if a guy meant it for real. I know he was just joking
around, but if a guy came to me and said, “I really want to get you,” you
know what I would say? “Right. What’s on the menu? Pass the eggs.” Most
people, if somebody says, “I want to get you out and I’'m going to get you,”
you know they’d say, “Uh oh, ho ho ho,” and then they start to shukel right
away. You've got to say, “There’s no ratzon that could do anything to me.”

I remember I was once mekarev a kid and his mother called me up
to threaten me. Her boyfriend also called me up to threaten me. They’re
going to call the police, the FBI. They’re going to say I kidnapped him. I
said, “Really? You going to do all that? Let me give you my phone number.
Let me make sure you have my address clear so you don’t send them to the
wrong house. Tell me when they’re coming so I can wait for them.” They
said, “What do you think, you’re not scared?” I said, “No, I'm not scared.
There’s nothing you can tell me that’s going to make me scared. Not you,
for sure.”

Now a person has to understand that Yaakov Avinu was fighting
with the Satan himself. This is Sama’el, a malach, and the malach was
trying to get Yaakov and Yaakov was saying, “You're nothing to me. I'm
davuk to Hashem. Your ratzon means nothing to me. You want to destroy
me. You want to kill me. You want to blind me. “i\n°n3”. Zero. I'm davuk
bemachshavti ubediburi with Hashem.”

You have to get some pessukim in your repertoire and in that way
you’ll shed from yourself this kind of challenge and you’ll shed from
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yourself anybody else’s ratzon. And when the yetzer hara is going
to come to you and present you with his ratzon and his agenda for
you, instead of you inviting him in, say, “I'm sorry. I'm not talking
to you. I don’t want to hear from you. I'm subjugating myself to the
ratzon of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.”

Now the Rambam (Morei Nevuchim 3; 51:18) says the same
thing.? The Rambam said a frightening thing. He writes that no
tzaddik in the world - a person who is completely together with
Hashem and constantly maintains focusing his seichel on Hashem -
is going to have special hashgachah from Hashem that nothing will
be able to touch him. The person who fluctuates - i.e., sometimes he’s
with Hashem and sometimes not - so he will be okay when he’s with
Hashem. But when he gets involved in other things and he’s not with
Hashem he could be attacked. 71971, the Rambam says, °2 7x"1, that
any time you found evil befalling from the ra’os haolam, befalling
the prophets, the neviim, o»bwn o>7°0n7 11 8, that ra could not have
found them, nva 77 unless they forgot about Hashem. It had to be
that they had a momentary lapse in their connection to Hashem,
and according to the length of their disconnect with Hashem, that’s
how long the ra is going to affect them. Unbelievable!

That’s what Dovid Hamelech says: a7x 2 nwy> an R1R X2 °7 7,
when I'm with Hashem, nothing can touch me (Tehillim 118:6). I'm
not gores anybody else. I'm not gores anything else. He says look in
the shiur of pagoyim that’s in Tehillim (91:2) *onn '3 ... %Y 7N02 2W°
*n7em, “He Who dwells in the shelter of the Most High...Hashem is
my refuge and stronghold.” Hashem says: You want to know why
you have such tremendous siyata deShmaya? pwn *2 >3, because
these people desired Me, 1v2ox), and I saved them, 123wy, I raised
them above, *nw ¥7° °5, because they know My name (Tehillim 91:14).
They attached themselves to My ratzon and My koach. And if you
connect to Hashem’s ratzon and His koach, you are insulated. You
are protected.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should help us utilize this skill in
our fight with the yetzer hara and, really, also in our fight with
anything or anyone in the world that threatens us. We should
be zocheh to walk in the footsteps of Dovid Hamelech and to
be davuk in Hashem in our machshavah and in our dibur.

VI INRYN X7 ,0'07W0 DT'ONN [0 IX D'RRQIN 1 D710 DN VY IKYINY M 2D D 17 axe Tt oni 2
.YIN DXIY DL POYNN WK [V DINMND IR K'NN ANDWN IR 1971 — X'NN NNDWN Ny 71 KINN
,DTX 120 WURI YR 750 DITRD NNAYN 719W7 019101790 XN YUK 7ITAN 790N 10 12D |2 WY INKI
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$180/ 2 TICKETS
$250/ 3 TICKETS
$350/ 5 TICKETS
$500/ 7 TICKETS
$700/ 10 TICKETS
$1000/ 15 TICKETS

S—
TO PURCHASE TICKETS*

E E https://thechesedfund.com/
i r tiferesavigdor/menorah-campaign-2025

O] caLL/ TExT 216-302-6897

*Tickets 24 hour, unlimited

YOU COULD PAY FOR YOUR TICKET OV
MONTHS - THAT’S LESS THAN $10 A MO

YOMO ' ingw jnn vomoa

CONTRACTING
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