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A UNIQUE WARNING

The pasuk in our pasha says: v 9mr I>Ax' jyn7 X NXI AKX I T2
17 1M 'K N own anTrn, “Honor your father and your mother, that
you may long endure in the land that Hashem, your G-d, has given
you” (Shemos 20:12).

There is a Gemara in Brachos (17a), xaT x'nioa x7an, Rava,
the great Rava, would make often make a statement. He would say:
D21V 0'wyni nawn nnon n'on, the purpose of wisdom of teshuva and
maasim tovim, meaning, niwi xip DX X' K79, a person should not
learn Torah - Torah sheba’al peh and Torah shebichsav - and then
go ahead and be mnai mxai rana vy, rebel against his father and his
mother, or his rebbi, or |amar nn>na mn 2Mm xinw ma, or somebody
who’s greater than him. Now this is a very interesting Gemara.
Have you ever heard of this Gemara? Now that you’re hearing it,
what would you say the question on this Gemara is?

The Maharsha asks this question: The question is, why would
you think that it could be so? It sounds like Rava is revealing
a tremendous secret, that it’s possible for a person to be korei
v’shoneh, to learn Torah shebichsav and Torah sheba’al peh, and
that should lead him to rebel against his father, against his mother,
against his rebbi and against people who are greater than him.
What’s the shaychus? If anything, a guy who learns chumash, a
guy learns Torah shebichsav, a guy learns Torah sheba’al peh, that
fellow should be very committed. Why does it suggest that a person
might do these aveiros specifically? Aren’t we talking about a person
who learns Torah?! He’s a talmid chacham. Why should you have to
tell him that he shouldn’t be mevatel mitzvas kibud av ve’eim?! Do
we have to tell him to make sure to give kavod to somebody who’s
greater than him? To his rebbi? It’s an amazing question.

AVOID A MISTAKEN SHITAH

The Satmar Rav, Rav Yoelish, the heilegeh “Va’yoel Moshe,”
says an interesting pshat. He says that the whole desire of a talmid
chacham who is osek baTorah is to grow in learning. He wants to
grow in Torah, and he wants to do and know the ratzon of Hashem
Yisbarach as it is stated in the Torah. As a result, a common
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thought that comes to that kind of a mind - someone who’s involved
in pursuing the ratzon of Hashem - is to think: “How can I give
kavod to my father or my mother, or even to my rebbi, because that
would be like giving kavod to a talmid in the presence of his rebbi?”
The Gemara says that if a person is cholek kavod, person allocates
honor, to a talmid in the presence of his rebbi, he has a din of mored
b’Malchus Shamayim, it’s like he’s rebelling against Hashem. How
can you give kavod to the talmid in the presence of his rebbi? You
hear? An am ha’aretz might say, “What? Adaraba, giving kavod to
the talmid in front of the rebbi, isn’t that a good thing?” No, that’s
called being mored, rebelling against the rebbi.

Therefore, says the Satmar Rav, it’s possible for a person who’s
involved with Torah - and Torah is his life, and he’s constantly
connecting and communicating and relating to Hashem - it’s
possible for him to think: “To be cholek kavod to my father and my
mother and my rebbi and other great people might be considered,
in my position, undermining the kavod of Hashem.” Therefore
he could think: “I only have to be preoccupied with the kavod of
Hashem.”

To counter this error, says the Satmar Rav, Rava says in our
Gemora, that a person should not be korei v'shoneh and through his
learning come to reject and rebel against his father and his mother
or his rebbi or somebody that’s greater than him.

For any other aveiros, we’re not concerned that he might come
to make this mistake, because his whole involvement in Torah is
lishmor la’asos ulekayem, to observe the Torah and to fulfill the
mitzvos. It’s peshita, it’s obvious that he won’t come to a conclusion
that he doesn’t have to do mitzvos. But regarding giving kavod to
his father or giving kavod to his mother, there’s a possibility that the
guy would make a mistake and think that giving kavod to a creation
of Hashem, be it who it may, undermines the kavod of Hashem.

That’s why xan7 xmioa x7am, Rava was accustomed to saying
this, and he warned people about this, that this is a mistaken shitah.
It’s a mistaken opinion and there’s no problem of giving kavod to
your parents or to your rebbi or to greater people than yourself
before Hashem, in the presence of Hashem. Adaraba, the ratzon,
the will of Hakadosh Baruch Hu is that we should give them kavod,
and through that we bring a nachas ruach to Hashem. The fact is
that we’re mechabed them because this is the ratzon of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.

MITZVAH WITH THE GREATEST SCHAR

One of the mitzvos that’s most chamur or important in the
Torah is the mitzvah of kibud av ve’eim. Chazal tell us a very
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interesting rule about mitzvos: The more important a mitzvah is,
the more difficult a mitzvah is.* Kibud av ve’eim is a very difficult
mitzvah to fulfill, to the point that the Gemara says fortunate
and lucky are those talmidei chachamim, who have not seen their
parents. Growing up without parents makes you fortunate. Like Rav
Yochanan. RavYochanan didn’t know his parents. Abaye, the famous
Abaye, never knew his parents. The Gemara says in Kiddushin, they
are considered fortunate because the mitzvah of kibud av ve’eim is
a very difficult mitzvah.

Now, the schar for kibud av ve’eim, because it’s such a chashuve
mitzvah is unimaginable. Eisav the rasha, it’s unbelievable what
kind of a rasha he was, he fulfilled kibud av at least. Chazal tell us
that we have suffered from his descendants for many years because
this is the schar for his kibud av ve’eim.

Doyou know of all the shevatim who was the most outstanding in
kibud av? Chazal tell us in Bamidbar. The Torah says Shevet Naftali
was zocheh to bring korbanos when the mizbeach was dedicated,
and he brought his korbanos for the Avos and the Imahos. Chazal
ask: Why was only he zocheh to this? The Shevatim all brought the
same korbanos, but the korbanos of Shevet Naftali were keneged
the Avos and Imahos. It says Naftali was careful in kibud avosav, in
the honoring of his father. He was mechabed Yaakov Avinu meod.
In what way? Listen to what it says: His father used to send him
places, and wherever his father wanted him to go, he would run. He
was a zariz b’shlichuso, and his father had nachas from him, and his
father enjoyed what Naftali had to say. It’s amazing. You hear this?
You hear what the kibud av ve’eim was? The kibud av ve’eim was
that his father sent him on missions to do all kinds of things, and
he did it with alacrity. He didn’t do it with a bad attitude, with any
attitude. This is unbelievable.

The only place that I saw this was in Brisk. It’s amazing. And
they learned this from the Brisker Rav. Rav Chaim Brisker used to
send his son, the Brisker Rav when he was a bachur, to do shlichus

NN TINY2 7210 NNRY XN 2N 193" - DY 2"VIN ANd1 . KIAK KX DI9Y ,MINK KN RN 2" - 20 0 niax!
(Dw 0" oI "y 7aK) ".naNn DY AN DIXND NUYI

2177 NAIT YN XD LV 1D TTRNENDYT X' NXNRNA D XINM - 2N (N R) DN N7AnYT X«an Ikl
IN'WUN VN XD 72K DIXNY K2R YV 'R 210 XD D 0017 AxalL (.0 NidNA) 270 'NN9N Y 1 awr
122NN DTR 7Y X AT T I DNy nnd quivn Dixn NIYY? INNon 17 71! 1'RY XY DXL NNNAYY
INIX NND' X7W KN DX "D ,UTNNNAE,NNMAY QWYY 12ann L(.21 9T n210) 1D wTnnni i ‘772 117y
NIN DX NIXAN 1T X2 DY [IN27 AXNNLE.[XD 77T 072N 9'0yn ATl NIXN INMSY7 172V wThn Ny
XNNON ,NIXNN NIYY? NITATAI XN DY 0TI O] 1N2X DX DINAD N'YWY DY 'N2Y K7 IR YN XN
19120 DNIXN INX 177 DYAVI DTIO! 19YN TWK DTN QIaN N2ARY NIFNYZ 791 'R 1D ,VUIN ¥ Nvyn X'
.IMYI2 )2 INX TO7'W O VI ¥ NXY DX D AT 'R, NIYYYT [I¥) 1WA 190 Yya0d non non? T
INTAY AR TR 0781 DT 90 MR NINAD 'WYNY INYIY 7R 21PNnY7 NI'MI9N 1Y) NIZ'UN DN
N7NNN U7 W 12 DA AT 7W1.01IXNA NIYYN D1OY7 N¥NIE Q0 NN VN XD WA 271,810 yaon
17V 72'PY 111,102 KITY7 WL (LT q7T) KY'¥N K12 ND0NA NNRY TY L1912 NN I¥) NNAWY DM
MR WY1 2DY7 XD 7NN 27 NNIN 7 1Y 727 2100 X TN 1w 70 X717 Tnm'7 'wa nnin iy
(T,2' "7wUn) Qa2 Y'AR D72 ,NMN NN AN RNY X ,DNDNR D077 270" DR IXD K1 .DITAD 90N
.NIN 210N T¥A NAUIdD D NN ANIR VI 1D 77NN TR N2 nyiatl

3 nn R ninty




for him all over. Somebody once asked Rav Chaim, “If you're sending
him to do all these things, he’s not going to learn anything.” He said,
“My son doesn’t stop learning. Even when I send him on a shlichus
he’s learning. He’s always learning.”

LEARN FROM TZADDIKIM HOW TO DO KIBUD AV V’EIM

You have to know that kibud av v’eim today has become an
orphaned mitzvah. We were never trained about the importance of
kibud av ve’eim. If anything, we were “trained” in a way of life that
is fakhert, where the parents have to be mechabed their children.
That’s what we learned. How important it is for the parents to
respect their kids, otherwise, kids aren’t going to talk to them. You
have to know that all the gedolei olam in the former generations,
besides for the fact they were great in Torah and yirah, they were
great because of the kibud av ve’eim that they did.

The Chazon Ish, that super-tzaddik, used to go to speak with
his mother every single day for a half hour. You know what a half
hour of the Chazon Ish’s time was? His time was very, very dear.
He was a tremendous masmid, and he went to talk with her to be
mekayem the mitzvah of kibud eim. Rav Chaim Kanievsky, who was
a man on a mission, also did kibud eim in that way. He had so many
obligations to fulfil in his learning every day, it was unbelievable.
He would go every morning to visit his mother. Even when his
father, the Steipler, could keep her company, he would go to spend
time with his mother. Sometimes, she would make him breakfast.
Sometimes, the Steipler was there even. He went to her for years,
until she died. It was close to Pesach, a few weeks after his mother’s
petirah, and he met his father and his father said, “You know, I also
enjoyed those visits.” Rav Chaim realized, “My father feels bad.” He
thought his father didn’t care, but that was not the case; just that
his father didn’t always know that he came. So he started to come to
his father every single day! Then his sister who was an almanah, a
widow, moved into the house with their father to help him take care
of himself. When the Steipler died twelve years later, Rav Chaim
continued the visits to his sister, the almanah;it is unbelievable. Do
you know what that is? It’s mind boggling to me. To be mekayem
mitzvas kibud av ve’eim in such a way?!

There is a Gemara in Sukkah (45b) that says as follows, nx
awn, Rabi Shimon bar Yochai said: “I can exempt the whole world
from any judgment that accrued from the day that I was created
until now. And if my son Elazar would join me we could exempt
the world from judgment that accrued from the day the world was
created until now. And, if I had the great tzaddik and melech Yosam
ben Uziyahu join us, I could exonerate the world from judgment
from the beginning of the world until the end of the world.” Rashi
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says who is Yosam ben Uziyahu? Rashi says he was a tzaddik and he
was an anav, o' wwn iy, than other kings, and he was zocheh to
what he was zocheh because of his kibud av.?

Yosam ben Uziyahu was one of the Jewish kings. He was very
humble, and he was mechabed his father. His father for many, many
years was plagued with tzara’as, and Yosam took care of his father
personally. During his father’s lifetime, Yosam didn’t want to be the
king because it wasn’t mechabed his father, and any din and any
ruling that he would say, he would always say it over in the name of
his father. Even though his father wasn’t a posek, he said everything
over in the name of his father. This zechus was so great, that Yosam
- together with the zechus of Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai and his son
Rebbi Elazar - could have exonerated and exempted all the world
from judgment forever! They didn’t say this about other gedolim.
They didn’t say this about Moshe Rabbeinu. Moshe was the greatest
anav of all people. But Yosam had this unbelievable zechus because
he was mechabed his father.

The Gemara says in Kiddushin that there was a fellow, a great
tzaddik and talmid chacham named Avimi. Avimi had five children
and they were talmidei chachamim, but when Avimi’s father needed
something done, even though he could have easily sent any one of
his five children, he would run by himself and do it, and he wouldn’t
let any of his kids go do it. One time, his father was looking for a
drink of water. Try to picture that: A Zeida wanted water. He had a
son, Avimi, a great talmid chacham. He had five grandchildren. Nu.
So Avimi ran to get the water for his father. Meanwhile, by the time
he came back with the water, his father fell asleep. Nu, so what did
Avimi do? What would we do? Place the glass of water down next to
your father and you go away. If you're an erlicheh guy, if you know
a little more about the right thing, you know what you would do?
You would put it down there and cover the water. You would cover
the water not to leave it open. But Avimi stood there with a glass
of water, bent down, waiting for his father to wake up so that the
second he wakes up, he’s going to give him the drink. You hear that?
That was the kibud av ve’eim of Avimi.

The only place I have seen this level of kibud av v’eim is in
Brisk. My Rebbi’s (Rav Meir Soloveichik) children were mechabed
him like you can’t imagine!
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AMALEK’S SPIRITUAL INHERITANCE

The sefer Ya’aros Devash3 writes the whole koach that Amalek
hasisbecause he was a descendant from Eisav. Amalek’s whole koach
was in the merit of the kibud av of Eisav, because Eisav treated his
father with great respect. If you want to be mevatel that koach, you
know how you nullify that koach? You have to be mevatel Amalek’s
zechus. How do you do that? By being mechazek ourselves in the
mitzvah of kibud av ve’eim beshleimus. Nu? The Yaaros Devash
asks, who could say that he’s mechabed his father beshleimus and
he’s not pogem in his kavod? There was someone, the Ya'aros
Devash says - Esther HaMalka, davka, and she was able to overcome
Haman. How? She did not have a father or mother, and she felt bad
that she didn’t have the opportunity to do this mitzvah. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is metzaref a machshavah tovah to a ma’aseh, and so
it was considered like she was mekayem the mitzvah beshleimus.
Therefore, she was the one who was able to stand up against the
descendant of Esav and Amalek and to overcome Haman. That’s
what Hashem said: onnx onx, you said, ax pxi n+n omim (Eicha 5:3),
meaning to say that the zechus avos was finished. But the redeemer
that I'm going to bring is going to be Esther, and through the fact
that she didn’t have an av and eim,* she will be able to overcome
Haman. Unbelievable!

Rabbosai, this is something to remember. Kibud av ve’eim is
one of the Aseres Hadibros. It’s one of the ten great principles that
the Torah is founded on.

GIVING THE SILENT TREATMENT TO PARENTS

Now, I understand that it could be challenging. What if your
parent is someone who is a disciplinarian and they discipline you?
That makes it pretty rough sometimes. What if your parents are
dumb and stupid - and most are. Most of them are not geniuses.
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They may think they’re smart, but most parents aren’t anything
special. If they have a son that’s a talmid chacham, or he considers
himself a wise businessman, now he thinks, “My parents are going
to tell me what to do? What do they know and understand?” It’s a
challenge. What if a parent is very demanding? What if a parent
wants their child to call them? Today, the chutzpah the world
encounters is mind boggling. There are many cases where foolish
children don’t bother calling their parents. At most, they let their
parents call them and they’ll answer when they’re in the right mood.
Plus, they’ll tell the parents what they want to share with their
parents and they won’t share with their parents any personal and
private things that are going on in their life. That’s the opposite of
kibud av ve’eim. They actually think that they’re going to get schar
as if they did the mitzvah.

Just today, a nice lady with ten children called me. They are
very dedicated parents. They supported their children. They wanted
to learn in kollel. They have one child that’s challenged, going
through a difficult time. The parents reached out to the kid. He said,
“Don’t bother us. Mind your own business.” Finally, after ten years
or eight years, the child turns to the mother and sends her a text
message. “If you want to communicate with me, you have to see a
therapist. Not once, a minimum of ten times.” Where did the child
get that vomit from? You know where she got that from? Another
therapist. Another very sick therapist told her to tell her mother
that. The mother is not a bad woman at all! She’s not a tough
woman, she is a good person, she is a loving mother. Somebody told
them once, maybe, not to get involved with the kids when they’re
going through a difficult time. I have never heard of that. From the
time I was born, if I had a difficult time, I went to my parents. If my
kids had something bothering them, they came running to tell Tatty
and Mommy that they have a boo boo. Now there’s a new mehalech:
Don’t talk to your parents.

After a few years of the mother not asking her child about her
difficult plight, she tells the child, “I'm really sorry that I didn’t do
anything. I couldn’t reach out to you. I was told not to.” The child
said back, “Continue doing the same thing. Don’t get involved with
us.” And then they want to know why their plight is not going away?!
The children want to know why their troubles persist. You know
why? Because they’re evil! That’s why. People have to understand
this. They have to know this.

WHAT CAN A PERSON WHO DOESN’T HAVE PARENTS DO?

There’s a sefer called Ma’aseh Ish about the Chazon Ish.
There is a story in it about a man who was very close to him, a very
chashuveh man named Rav Yaakov Halpern. He, himself, was an
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orphan from both parents at a very young age, so he wasn’t mechabed his
parents. He wasn’t zocheh to be mekayem kibud av ve’eim but he had a
tremendous desire to do this mitzvah.

One time he met a rav from Tel Aviv who was complaining to him
about his bitter matzav: He said, “My parents came from Poland after the
war. They have nothing, and I don’t have the ability to support them or help
them,” and he was very pained by this. Rav Yaakov asked the rav, “How
much would it cost to support your parents every single month? I would
be willing to pay that entire amount on condition that I'll get the schar of
mitzva of kibud av ve’eim.” The rav didn’t know if he should take it - yes?
No? Yes? Maybe he, himself, should take care of his parents. The rav came
to the Chazon Ish and asked the Chazon Ish this question: “Is it mutar for
me, is it permissible for me to be mevater on the schar of the mitzvah?” So
the Chazon Ish looked at him and said, “What’s the shaylah? You're afraid
you're going to lose the schar of the mitzvah? For your parents’ sake,” said
the Chazon Ish, “you should be prepared for anything, even arein tantzin
in Gehinom, even to jump into Gehinom for your parents.” You hear that?!
The Chazon Ish then smiled and said, “Deiga nisht, don’t worry,” he said,
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu has enough schar to go around for you and for Rav
Yaakov.” You hear?

We’re hearing here a chiddush that a person who wants to be mesaken
this thing, he could go help somebody else be mekayem the mitzvah of
kibud av ve'eim.

LEARNING HOW TO RESPECT HASHEM

“Kabed es avicha ve’es imecha - Honor your father and your mother,”
the Ramban says the purpose of that is to teach you how to honor and
respect Hashem. We all received from our parents; and we received and
received and received! That obligates us to have tremendous hakaras hatov
and we’re supposed to be training ourselves to be mechabed Hashem. Just
like there are many people who are not mechabed their parents, a lot of the
very same people are not mechabed Hashem either. A person has to think
to himself, as many of us sometimes find ourselves in a position where the
children are not being mechabed their parents. You want to know why. I
got this call a number of times. “Can you tell me a reason why my children
are not mechabed me.” 1 said, “Have you ever thought about what kind
of job you did of being mechabed your parents? Have you ever thought
about that? Are you mechabed your parents properly? Maybe because you
weren’t, so Hashem is now reminding you.”

I once met a man who told me that he wasn’t mechabed his father.
Why? Because he had a ta’anah, a complaint, on his father for thirty years.
What was his ta’anah? His father never came to visit him, maybe once. I
said, “Where does it say in the Torah that you're supposed to visit your
kids?” It’s a nice thing if parents come, but they don’t have to. First of
all, he lived thousands of miles away from his parents. I said, “Maybe it
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was difficult for them. That’s not called not being a good parent.”
Then I said, “Did you ever think that maybe that’s a reason why
your children are not mechabed you?” He said, “No, I never thought
about that.” I said, “So think about that.”

Let us be mechazek ourselves in this fundamental mitzvah
which is predicated on hakaras hatov to our parents.

4 IN SUMMARY §

We all can learn about the importance of kibud av v’eim and
how virtually nothing overrides this mitzvah. Kibud av ve'eim
is one of the hardest mitzvos to fulfil. This is why it brings the
greatest schar to the doer. Even Esav Harasha merited that his
descendants benefit for thousands of generations from the kibud av
v’eim he did. Le’havdil, Naftali be Yaakov used to honor his father
by running to fulfil Yaakov Avinu’s every wish; Yosam ben Uziyahu
and Avimi were tremendous examples to us of how to excel in
respecting one’s father and mother. How painful it is when children
(including adult children) fail to try to do kibud av v’eim, and/or
don’t talk to their parents and share their lives with them. We can
try to fix the breach in the mitzvah through thoughtful investing
in better communication with our parents, visiting them when we
can, and even supporting someone else’s parents financially. This
week, I will (bli neder) review two halachos of kibud av v’eim each
day, and that will be a zechus for me to be matzliach and have the
zechus to do this mitzvah beshleimus.
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